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CHAPTER  I. 

THE    MYSTERIOUS    MEETINGS   AND    THEIR    SPECIAL   OBJEC 

mtf- 

At  one  of  the  most  fashionable  houses  in  Monum 
Square,  Baltimore,  a  number  of  persons  were  to  be  s 
gathering?  together  during  the  month  of  June,  1860.  Th 
was  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  outward  appearance 
these  men,  nor  did  their  actions  excite  any  special 
tention  ;  but  had  a  detective  been  on  their  track  he  wo 
have  soon  discovcr'jd  that  beneath  that  gentlemanly 
tcrior  lurked  something  far  more  malevolent  than  usui 

<^         engages  the  attention  of  ordinary  citizens. 

The  hour  of  the  meeting  was  not  at  midnight,  as  t 
would  have  raised  suspicions  in  the  minds  of  thegnardi 
of  the  peace  and  perhaps  have  caused  the  house  and  mi 
of  the  members  to  have  been-wa-touod  ,  uur  was  it  at  n 
day,  forasmuch  as  but  few  la'snionaoies  nuiu  reveis  at  i 
hour,  and  all  others  would  have  their  business  avocati 
to  attend  to,  any  such  congregation  of  persons  at  a  ni 
sion  occupying  so  prominent  a  location  would  have  ex 
ed  remark,  if  nothing  else,  and  publicity  was  not  at 
desired  by  those  who  formed  the  mysterious  body, 
assemblage  therefore  took  place  at  that  time  of  the  ( 
>         when  everj'  one  Avas  mostly  at  leisure,   and  when  in  c 

w/if  "^  sequence  of  the  streets  being  full  of  people,  a  greater 
less  number  of  persons  entering  any  one  building  wo 
attract  little  or  no  attention. 

Among  those  thus  gathering  together  was  a  young  n 
who,  without  the  slightest  attempt  at  secrecy  bo! 
walked  up  the  steps  leading  to  the  front  door  of  the  m 
sion,  and  found  that  it  readily  yielded  to  the  pressuiH 
his  hand.  Passing  inside,  his  lurlher  progress  was,  li< 
ever,  stayed  by  a  second,  or  glass  "  hall  door"  and  it  ^ 
at  this  barrier  that  the  test  whether  the  applicant  > 


16  BOOTH,   THE   AS^SSIN. 

entitled  to  admission  or  not  was  made  by  an  unseen  jau 
itor.   . 

Knocking  with  his  knuckle  of  the  ferefingon  upon  the 
glaj^s  panel,  which  was  covered  on  the  inside  by  very  thick 
Idce,  the  visitor  received  a  questioning  reply,  also  made 
by  a  knock  on  the  glass,  and  to  which  he  returned  a  satis- 
fiictor}'  answer  in  the  same  manner.  The  door  then  flew 
open  and  he  entered  the  hall-way. 

Without  stopping  either  to  speak  to  or  look  at  the  per- 
son Avho  opened  the  door  the  visitor  ascended  the  carpeted 
stairs  which  appeared  betore  him,  and  at  the  head  of 
which  he  was  mot  by  a  man,  holding  a  drawn  sword  in 
his  hand,  and  who  demanded  his  business  in  the  most  or- 
dinary manner  possible. 

To  this  question  the  young  man  replied  with  but  one 
word, 

"  Liberty." 

"  It  shall  bo  ours,"  was  the  reply  of  the  sentinel. 

A  door  that  appeared  in  front  of  the  3'oung  man  then 
opened  without  any  apparent  cause,  and  the  visitor  passed 
into  a  large  drawing  room,  where  he  sat  down  on  the 
lounge  to  rest,  as  the  door  closed  behind  him. 

When  the  door  leading  to  the  head  of  the  stairway  had 
fallen  back  into  its  place  a  somewhat  curious  fact  was 
brought  to  light,  one  that  would  certainly  have  greatly 
puzzled  any  person  unacquainted  with  the  mysteries  of 
the  place.  '* 

The  drawing  room,  which  was  exquisHely  furnished, 
was  about  fifty  feet  across  and  thirty  feet  deep,  receiving 
its  light,  during  the  day,  from  six  windows  overlooking 
the  square,  and  after  dark  by  means  of  several  candelabrae 
disti'ibutcd  about  the  apartment. 

Along  the  wall  op)^osite  the  windows  were  sixteen  doors, 
ever^^  one  exactly  of  the  same  size,  shape  and  color,  and 
along  each  of  the  end  walls  were  seven  more,  of  a  similar 
character,  thus  making  thirty  altogether.  These  doors 
were  so  precisely  alike  in  all  respects  tliat  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  a  sti-anger  to  have  told  by  which  of 
them  he  hud  entered  the  room;  nor  could  he  detect  the 
one  that  led  to  an}^  other  particular  part  of  the  building. 
To  the  initiated  only  was  the  information  given,  and  they 
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were  so  well  instructed  in  the  mysteries  that  mistakes 
could  not  easily  be  made. 

Although,  as  we  have  before  stated,  a  number  of  per- 
sons had  passed  into  the  house  before  the  young  man  as- 
cended the  steps,  still  the  drawing  room  was  empty  ;  at 
least  so  far  as  human  beings  were  concerned;  for  by  tlie 
rules  of  the  association  no  second  person  was  admitted  into 
the  apartment  on  these  special  occasions  until  the  first^ 
had  passed  through  one  of  the  thirty  doors.  This  plan^ 
was  adopted  to  prevent  spies  from  prying  into- the  secrets 
of  those  who  so  m^'sterious  met  together  and  also  to  de. 
feat  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  by  outsiders  to  as- 
certain who  were  the  members  of  the  association  which 
had  its  headquarters  in  ihat  building.  Therefore,  a' though 
successful  through  treachery  in  gaining  the  inside  of  the 
hall,  and  even,  with  the  passes-on  of  the  password  to  sa- 
tisfy the  se  :tinel  at  the  head  of  the  stairs,  thus  being 
enabled  to  enter  the  drawing-room,  the  intruder  would 
find  himself  no  wiser  than  before,  unless  he  could  enter 
the  inner  apartment,  and  this  was  to  some  extent  impos- 
sible;  for  if  his  hand  should  chance  to  touch  the  wrong 
door  an  alarm  would  at  once  be  communicated  to  the 
members  in  council  and  the  interloper,  if  his  purpose  were 
illegitimate,  would  soon  become  a  prisoner. 

Only  one  exception  was  ever  made  to  tljis  strict  regii- 
lation,  and  that  was  in  the  case  of  a  person  about  to  bo 
introduced,  by  a  member,  for  the  purpose  of  initiation 
into  the  mj^steries  of  the  place.  On  these  occasions  onI\*, 
the  stranger  would,  unquestioned,  be  allowed  to  enter  tlip 
drawing-room  with  the  brother  who  had  undertaken  the 
duty  of  offering  him  for  membership  ;  but  there  the  matter 
would  rest  until  the  assembled  brethren  h^Lj^'pnounced 
whether  or  not  the  candidate  was  fitted  to  l|pcome  a  mem- 
ber of  the  association,  the  brother  introducing  him  being 
answerable  with  his  life  for  the  good  behaviour  of  t|jpf' 
party  thus  recommended.  ,*..     ':•  ^ 

The  members  of  the  association  had  been  gatherHtg  to- 
gether in  a  somewhat  steady  manner  on  the  even'fnj^  ju' 
question,  and  was  nearly  all  assembled  in  the  room  specitffiy 
devoted  to  theii*  service,  when  two  young  men  advanced'^to 
the  front  door  of  the  Uiansion  on  Monument  Square.  One,  by 
bis  actions,  evidently  was  a  stranger,  as  he  seemed  to  follow 
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the  directions  of  the  other,  wlio   appeared   perfectly  conver- 
sant with  all  the  mysteries  of  the  place. 

After  the  usual  sij^nal  conversation  had  been  gone  through, 
the  glass  door  was  opened,  the  two  passing  inside  and  ascend- 
ing the  stairs  at  tlie  head  of  wliich  they  were  met  by  the 
guard  or  sentinel  before  alluded  to. 

The  stranger  now  hung  back  wliile  hi.s  companion  ex- 
changed the  pass-word  with  the  sentinel  ;  after  which  he 
was  introduced  as  a  new  member  about  to  be  introduced  to 
the  brethren  for  approval  and  then  allowed  to  enter  thcdraw- 
ing-roonj. 

•*  Vou  are  now  as  far  as  I  can  take3^ou,"  said  the  initiated 
one  to  the  stranger,  "and  you  have  gone  too  far  to  recede, 
although  knowing  nothing.  Are  you  still  as  determined  as 
before'?" 

**  Yes,"  replied  the  other,  "fully." 

*•  What  is  your  undeistandii;g  of  the  intentions  and  de- 
signs of  our  order  ?"  asked  the  former. 

'•  The  sacred  observance  of  our  institutions  in  spite  of  all 
opponents,"  answered  the  latter  ;  '*  the  upholding  of  slavery 
against  the  outcries   and  efforts  of  the  abolitionists,  and — '* 

"Speak  on,"  said  his  companion. 

"  The  final  independance  of  the  South,"  added  he  with 
bated  breath,  as  if  fearing  that  behind  one  of  the  thirty 
doors  lurked  some  one  in  whose  ears  tlie  words  would  s(*tind 
like  treason. 

*'  You  mus.1  now  submit  to  tiie  blindfolding,'*  said  the  for- 
mer.    *'  Be  firm  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  trial  is  coming." 

"  Why,  George,  cannot  I  be  allowed  to  look  upon  what  I 
have  to  go  through  V  was  the  young  man's  inquir3'. 

"  Let  me  warn  you  of  one  tiling  before  we  go  any  further," 
remarked  the  one  called  George.  *'  You  will  not  be  allowed 
to  recognize  sflfj^  one  by  the  name  he  is  known  in  the  outer 
world,  therefore  you  must  refrain  from  calling  me  by  any 
such  familiar  designation.     Are  you  ready?" 

"  E'en  so,  if  it  must  be,"  replied  the  other  with  a  theatfi- 
ical  air. 

The  next  moment  the  eyes  of  the  stranger  were  bandaged 
aird  Ilia  arras  pinioned  by  his  companion,  who  then  declared 
that  all  was  ready  for  the  initiation.  By  the  sound  upon  the 
carpet  the  candidate  soon  learned  that  others  were  present 
and  with  great  solemnity  felt  himself  led  along  he  knew  not 
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where,  but  the  distance  seemed  interminable.  At  last  on 
being"  brought  to  a  halt  the  question  was  asked  him  in  a 
stra:)ge  voice,  whether  he  was  still  desirous  of  becoming 
a  member  of  the  order  which  had  such  a  noble  cause  for  its 
oliject,  and  upon  his  replying  in  the  affirmative,  a  solemn 
oath  was  administered  to  him  in  the  following  words  which 
were  to  be  repeated  after  the  speaker  : — 

'»  Blindly  as  I  enter  this  fraternity  so  shall  I  see  nothing 
to  its  injury  nor  to  that  of  the  brethren;  and  as  I  now  can- 
not  discern  aught  of  the  myst  Ties  of  the  noble  order  I  am 
about  to  join  so  shall  my  mouth  be  kept  firmly  sealed  after 
my  eyes  shall  be  opened.  And  I  swear,  by  all  hopes  of  eter- 
nity, that  nothing  that  may  be  made  known  to  me  by  the 
order  in  coimcil  or  by  any  member  of  it  shall  be  divulged 
to  any  not  entitled  to  receive  the  intelligence ;  nor  will  I  de- 
viate, hesitate  or  even  meditate  upon  tlie  decrees  of  the  fra- 
ternity when  prompt  action  is  called  for  by  them.  And 
should  I  betray  any  of  the  secrets  of  this  fraternity  may  the 
sword  that  now  hangs  suspended  over  my  head  be  brought 
6o\\\\  upon  it  with  the  vengeance  of  every  menber  of  the 
order  ;  until  my  doom  shall  have  been  scaled  in  perdition. 
And  thus  will  I  keep  my  oath.     So  help  me  God." 

As  tiie  last  words  were  uttered  a  ringing  sound  like  muf- 
fled thunder  rang  through  the  apartment  and  a  solemn,  deep 
voice  said 

"  Your  oath  is  registered  ;  beware  how  you  break  it." 

The  question  was  then  put  to  the  candidate  whether  he 
would  alwa3'S  remain  true  to  the  order  under  all  circumstan- 
ces, to  which  he  answered  in  the  nffirmativ^e.  lie  was  next 
asked  whether,  if  the  necessities  of  the  cause  demanded  the 
sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  those  high  in  power,  he  would  refuse 
to  assist  in  taking  those  lives  even  at  the  risk  of  his  own,  or 
at  once  gladly  enter  upon  the  task  even  if  it  took  him  until 
tlie  day  of  his  death  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  mission. 
To  this  he  a'so  answered  according  to  the  wishes  of  the 
order  and  it  was  announced  that  the  candidate  was  now 
ready  to  be  introduced  to  his  brethren. 

The  bandage  was  then  suddenly  torn  from  before  the 
eyes  of  the  new  member  and  the  flood  of  light  which  illum- 
inated the  apartment  fell  upon  them  for  the  first  time  with 
such  force  as  to  cause  him  the  greatest  pain  after  his  long 
and  compulsary  blindness.     In  order  to  shield  the    strained 
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orbs  from  the  powerful  raj^s  he  had  to  cover  his  eyes  with 
his  hands  so  as  to  allow  them  to  reg-ain  their  strength  by 
degrees,  and  after  a  while  he  was  enabled  to  look  around 
him. 

"  Brother  Booth,"  said  the  president  of  the  meeting,  "■  we 
welcome  you  t )  our  circle.  From  this  time  forth  you  will  be 
known  to  us  as  Sir  Hector  of  the  Golden  Sock  and  Buskin, 
and  as  an  embk^n  of  the  continuity  of  our  boud  of  brother- 
hood let  the  'Golden  Circle  '  at  once  be  formed,  t3^pical  of  the 
co-existence  and  inseverable  unity  of  our  great  and  glorious 
institution." 

A  ring  was  then  formed,  the  new  member  taken  within  it, 
thus  forming  one  of  the  Circle,  and  the  whole  of  the  members 
in  concert,  hand  in  hand,  solemnly  swore  to  support  each 
other,  the  institutions  of  the  South,  and  the  cause  for  which 
they  had  banded  together. 

At  this  moment  a  gong  bell  rang  a  quickly  repeated  alarm 
peal,  and  all  the  members  looked  at  each  other  as  if  to  inquire 
the  meaning. 

"Brother  of  the  Baton,"  said  the  president,  "  inquire  the 
cause  of  the  alarm." 

The  party  thus  addressed,  who  was  none  other  than  George 
P.  Kane,  the  marshall  of  the  Baltimore  police,  now  left  the 
apartment  by  a  door  in  the  side  of  the  room,  and  shortly  after 
returned  with  the  information  that  the  place  had  been  attack- 
ed by  the  police  who  occupied  the  drawing  room  in  force, 
having  made  prisoners  of  the  sentinel  and  janitor. 

The  president  suggested  that  as  the  "Knights  of  the 
Golden  Baton  "  had  command  over  the  force  he  could  con- 
trol them,  and  cause  them  to  leave  the  place  ;  but  the  former 
soon  received  a  reply  that  being  out  of  uniform  it  was  more 
than  likely  that  during  the  fra}'  the  chief  might  not  be  re- 
cognized, and  it  was  recommended  bj^  him  that  the  members 
should  make  a  rush  on  the  police  then  assembled  in  the  draw- 
ing room  and,  during  the  surprise  caused  b\'  the  suddenness 
of  the  attack,  make  their  escape  down  the  stairs. 

"  But  wh}'  aie  we  disturbed  ?  "  asked  Booth.  "  How  is  it 
that  the  secret  of  the  place  is  known  ?  " 

"  Because  we  have  been  betrayed,"  replied  Kane,  "  and 
there  arc  maTiy  in  my  force  who  would  only  be  too  glad  to 
find  me  imi>lic;ited  in  this  matter.     Thousands   of   dollars,  I 
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have  no  doubts,  would  be  given  to  the  man  who  would  swear 
to  m}'  connection  with  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle." 

The  alarm  peal  was  again  rung  out  and  in  a  few  m  jments 
the  whole  of  those  there  assembled  had  rushed  forth  by  a  dif- 
ferent door  from  that  through  which  the  *'  Brother  of  the 
Baton"  had  disappeared  on  the  former  occasion. 

Shortly  after  Booth  found  himself  in  a  dark  passage  where 
he  was  kept  perhaps  not  more  than  a  couple  of  minutes,  but 
which  seemed  an  age  ;  after  which  a  door  was  opened  and 
all  rushed  forth  into  and  through  the  drawing  room. 

All  escaped  except  Booth  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
police,  but  not  until  he  had  knocked  down  with  his  fists  at 
least  half  a  dozen  good  sized  strapping  fellows. 

Booth  was  first  bound  and  gagged,  then  placed  on  the 
lounge,  where  he  lay  during  a  severe  examination  from  the 
chief  of  the  party. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE    SISTERS. — BOOTH   TRIED    AND    APPROVED. 

In  a  quiet  house  in  the  heart  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  L'ved 
two  sisters  at  the  time  we  are  writing.  One  was  an  impetuous 
and  wilful  creature  of  the  name  of  Ella,  while  the  other  who 
was  rather  milder  in  her  disposition  possessed  the  euphonious 
name  of  MoUie. 

Ella  had  long  had  her  eye  upon  a  promising  young  actor 
who  had  recentlj"  been  performing  in  that  city  and  has  said 
to  her  sister  that  by  fair  means  or  foul  she  was  determined 
to  win  him.  So  far,  however,  her  wiles  had  been  unsuccess- 
l"ul  and  the  mild  but  artful  Mollie,  who  was  much  less  aspir- 
ing in  her  choice,  taunted  the  unfortunate,  but  not  dishearten- 
ed, Ella  with  her  want  of  success. 

"  You  may  jeer,"  said  Ella,"  "  but  the  whole  time  he  vvas 
in  Richmond  I  followed  him,  and  when  he  is  about  to  return 
I  wili  again  do  so  :  for  my  determination  is  fixed  to  l.ave  that 
man,  no  matter  what  stands  in  my  way." 

"Well,"  laughed  Mollie,  "3-ou  are  infatuated  indeed. 
What  sort  of  a  man  is  this  bm  ami  of  yours  ?  Let  me  hear 
your  description  of  him." 

"  You  shall,"  replied  Ella,  '•  if  you  promise  not  to  laugli  at 
my  account," 
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♦*  I  promise,"  said  Mollie. 

"  IJe  is,  first,  a  fine  fellow  in  every  respect,"  began  Ella,  in 
an  ethusiastic  tone  of  voice.  * 

"  So  I  should  expect,"  replied  Mollie,  with  a  smile. 

*'Novv  don't  interrupt,  or  I  will  not  tell  you  anything  aWut 
him  or  anything  else." 

"  Well  go  on  then,"said  Mollie. 

'*  lie  stands  at  least  five  feet,  eight  inches  high,"  contin- 
ued Ella,  "  and  although  slight  looking  is  really  a  muscular 
man.  Oh  1  you  should  see  him,  Mollie  ;  then  you  would  not 
tljinlv  quite  so  much  of  that  •  tj'pe  sticker,'of  whom  you  say 
there  is  no  one  like  him  in  the  world. 

"  That's  my  opinion,"  asserted  Mollie. 

*•  It  may  be  yours,"  replied  the  sister,  '*  but  it  is  not  mine. 
But  to  continue  my  discription.  He  has  most  brilliant  black 
03  es  and  fine  curly  locks  as  dark  as  the  raven's  wing,  and 
were  it  not  for  his  overhanging  brows  would  certainly  be 
considered  by  every  one  as  the  handsome  man  which  he 
really  is.  His  face  is  noble,  but  he  will  frown.  Did  he  not 
do  so  I  should  have  had  Jess  difficulty  in  making  my  way 
with  him." 

"  Where  did  you  first  see  him  ?"  asked  the  other. 

*'  In  Kichmond,"  replied  Ella,  *'  during  the  fall  of  1858.  I 
was  there  on  a  visit  to  one  of  my  friends  while  he  was  per- 
forming at  the  Marshall  theatre,  and  being  still  engaged  there 
he  will  return  as  soon  as  the  weather  cools  a  little.  He  is 
only  here  for  a  short  period  of  recreation,  this  being  his  na- 
tive place.  He  is  one  of  Kunkell's  stock  company,  and  that 
manager  can't  do  without  him." 

'•  Dont  you  believe  it,"  recommended  Mollie. 

'•  But  I  do  believe  every  word  of  it,"  assert^'d  the  ethusias- 
tic Ella.     ♦'  lie  is  the  life  and  soul  of  the  company." 

"  That  may  all  bo,"  remarked  the  sister  ;  but  if  report 
speaks  truly,  he  drinks  like  a  fish." 

"  What  of  that  ?"  asked  Ella.  ''  Did  not  his  father  do  so 
before  him,  and  did  that  make  liini  less  the  great  actor  tliat 
fame  asserted  he  was  ?" 

Seeing  how  intent  Ella  was  in  defending  her  beau  ideal, 
Mollie  gave  up  the  task  of  denouncing  him  ;  but  instead  in- 
formed her  that  she  was  going  to  got  mari  ied  and  lo  the 
despised  "type  sticker,"  too,  aitcr  which  it  was  {heir  inten- 
tion to  remove  to  Petcrsbur<j-. 
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Ella  informed  her  that  if  that  was  her  plan  of  action  she 
should  accompany  them,  and  while  there  she  could  often  run 
iiUo.liichmond. 

In  vain  were  all  Mollie's  efforts  to  dissuade  her  from  such 
a  wfid  course  of  action,  the  impetuous  girl  was  determined, 
and  when  her  mind  wag  once  made  up  it  was  entirely  useless 
to  attempt  anything  like  opposing  her  will. 

*' It  will  only  end  in  raiserj^  for  you,"  asserted  the  inas- 
piringMollie.  "  Better  set  yourself  down  for  a  more  ijuiet 
life,  and  let  this  stage-struck  youth  go  on  his  own  course, 
without  your  having  an}' such  designs  upon  him  as  now  seem 
to  have  possession  of  j'our  mind." 

The  argumen*^s  were  altogether  in  vain,  so  resolved  was 
the  infatuated  girl  upon  making  a  conquest  of  the  young  ac 
tor  ;  whereupon  Mollie  resolved  to  let  her  have  her  own  wa}', 
in  the  hope  that  a  want  of  opposition  would  cause  a  lack  of 
enthusiasm  and  finally  a  relinquishment  of  the  wild  scheme 
of  love  and  ambition. 

At  last  the  day  arrived  when  Mollie  was  to  be  united  to 
tlie  disciple  of  Guttenberg  and  Caxton,  and,  the  ceremony 
over,  the  printer  and  his  wife  removed  to  Petersburg,  accom- 
panied by  the  sister. 


Meanwhile  the  scene  in  the  drawing  room  had  been  enac- 
ted as  described  in  the  former  chapter. 

As  soon  as  Booth  found  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  Police 
he  made  desperate  efforts  to  relieve  himself  from  their  grasp  j 
but,  althougli  3'oung  and  very  aj;ile  in  his  movements,  their 
grip  upon  him  was  too  firm  and  secure  for  escape  to  be  even 
probable.  Neither  could  he  use  the  weapons  which  was  con 
coaled  about  his  person  ;  being  impossible  for  him  to  reach 
it  with  his  hand  in  consequence  of  the  scientific  manner  with 
which  his  arms  had  been  pinioned. 

Tin?  person  vrho  appeared  to  be  the  leader  of  the  Police  in- 
formed their  Ciiptive  that  if  he  would  divulge  the  secrets  of 
Ihat  building,  and  of  those  who  thus  mysteriously  met  there, 
not  only  should  he  be  allowed  to  go  free,  but  a  large  sum  of 
iRone\'  should  be  hi^?.  Should  he  refuse  the  cells  of  the  prison 
must  be  his  home  for  the  next  six  months  at  least. 

Booth  reflected  on  the  two  alternatives,  and  on  the  oath  he 
had  but  recently  taken  ;  then  boldly  asserted  that  he  would 
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choose  the  prison  in  preference  to  divulging  anything  that 
had  been  made  known  to  liim  during  his  tshort  acquaintance 
with  the  building  and  its  occupants. 

"  Then  vou  acknowledge  there  is  a  secret  connected  with 
this  fine  house,"  remarked  the  Police  officer. 

"  I  acknowledge  no  such  thing,"  responded  Booth. 

•'Who  are  3'our  companions  ?"  asked  the  former. 

*'  1  know  not,"  replied  Booth. 

«'  What  was  the  object  of  the  meeting  here  to  night  ?"  was 
the  next  question. 

"How  can  1  tell,"  answered  Booth, in  a  non-committal, yet 
saucy  tone  of  voice. 

"  Tlierc  was  a  meeting  here  for  some  purpose,"  was  the 
next  interrogative  assertion. 

"  Was  there  ?"  asked  Booth. 

"You  know  there  was,"  said  the  Police  officer  ;  '*and  un- 
less you  immediately  chose  to  let  us  know  all  about  it,  I  shall 
order  your  immediate  incarceration  in  the  prison  under  the 
ijharge*  of  engaging  in  some  plot  against  the  peace  of  the 
State." 

"  As  3'ou  please,"  said  Booth  ;  *'  but  as  '  honest  lago/  once 
asserted  to  the  black  Othello.  *  He  that  robs  me  of  my 
good  name.', — " 

"  Stop  that  nonsense,"  interrupted  the  officer.  *'  We  know 
who  you  are  well  enough  without  that." 

"  Then,"  added  he'  "  if  th;it  be  so,  with  the  same  '  honest,' 
lieutenant  will  I  assert  *  that  from  this  time  forth  will  I  never 
speak  more.'  " 

Ever}'  effort  of  the  officers  to  induce  him  to  reveal  the 
secrets  of  the  place,  either  u  der  fear  of  punishment 
or  hope  of  reward  proved  unavailing  ;  for  in  accordance  with 
his  words  ho  kept  liis  tongue  pertectly  silent  and  his  lips 
closely  sealed.  At  last,  as  if  tired  of  their  vain  labor,  one 
of  the  men  placed  a  pair  of  handcuffs  upon  him  ;  then,  with 
a  manifestation  of  the  power  of  the  law,  led  him  forth  from 
the  drawing-room  through  one  of  the  thirty  doors  which  had 
so  puzzled  the  new  candidate  upon  his  first  introduction  into 
the  apartment. 

Meanwhile  tlie'  other  members  of  the  association  had  suc- 
ceeded in  reachir.g  tlie  stairway  without  molestation,  and 
by  means  oi"  a  side  OJitranco,  known  inly  to   them,  had  been 
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enabled  to  return  to  the  rooms  in  which  the   ceremonial  of 
initiation  had  taken  place. 

Booth,  securely  manacled,  had  been  forced  into  a  darkened 
passage-way,  when  he  was  again  asked  whether  or  not,  while 
the  opportunity  was  still  afforded  him,  he  would  reveal  what 
he  knew  of  the  workings  of  those  who  frequented  that  build- 
ihg,  or  the  secrets  of  that  place  ? 

Still  maintaining  a  taciturn  demeanor  and  strict,  unbroken 
silence,  the  new  member,  without  replying,  intimated  that 
the  efforts  of  those  who  held  him  in  custody  were  entirely  in 
vain,  and  that  he  would  not  betray  an3'thi ng  that  he  had 
learned  since  ho  had  been  in  the  place,  no  matter  what  course 
of  procedure  might  be  adopted  with  regard  to  him. 

Finding  he  was  thus  resolute,  a  door  was  at  once  thrown 
open  before  him  and  he  again  found  himself  in  the  room  in 
which  he  had  sworn  to  preserve  inviolate  the  secrets  of  the 
order  with  which  he  had  voluntarily  connected  himselt'. 

The  oflScer  of  the  Police  Force  now  threw  off  his  austere 
demeanor,  and,  addressing  those  assembled  in  the  room, 
announced  the  fact  that  the  new  member  was  fully  entitled 
to  the  confidenc3  of  the  brethren,  as  he  had  most  satisfacto- 
rily manifested  his  entire  devotion  to  the  cause  which  he  had 
espoused,  and  had  shown  his  fidelit3^  to  his  oath  under  cir- 
cumstances which,  had  he  desired  to  prove  false,  appeared  to 
give  him  the  best  opportunit}-  to  make  a  betrayal  not  only 
desirable  but  profitable. 

Booth  saw  the  whole  affair  in  a  moment  after  the  supposed 
officer  had  addressed  the  meeting.  The  ajarm  and  arrest 
was  merely  a  piece  of  fine  acting,  got  up  for  tlie  sole  object 
of  applying  a  test  to  the  qualities  of  a  new  member  for  tie 
purpose  of  seeing  whether  he  was  duly  worthy  of  being  ad- 
mitted to  participate  in  the  councils  of  the  order. 

The  President  and  members  now  advanced  to  greet  their 
associate  as  a  "Knight  entitled  to  his  spurs,  which  they  as- 
serted he  had  bravely  won".  This  was  merely  a  piece  of 
verbiage,  but  it  indicated  that  so  far,  he  was  esteemed  fit  to 
enter  into  the  further  mysteries  of  tiie  association  wlien  the 
proper  time  came  for  that  purpose. 

The  signs  and  pass  words  of  the  first  degree  of  the  order 
were  now  given  to  him,  and  he  was  cautioned  to  be  very 
careful  not  to  give  them  to  any  but  those  whom  he  was  I'ni'y 
assured  were  entitled  to  receive  them.    He  was  then  toiumliy 
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introduced  to  every  member  tf  the  association  then  present, 
and  received  from  each  the  warm  grasp  of  the  brotherhood 
tO""ether  with  the  recognition  as  announced  by  tlie  President 
pf^the  order,  or  as  he  was  styled,  the  "Wortliy  Grand  Com- 
Tuander  of  the  Encampment." 

A  few  days  after  his  initiation  Booth  Ici't  Baltimore  and 
returned  to  Kichmond,  where  he  found  a  number  of  mcml>ers 
of  the  association,  even  among  those  he  least  suspected. 
Having  made  himself  known  to  some,  he  was  soon  introduced 
to  others,  and,  long  before  the  end  of  1860,  found  that  ihc 
ramifications  of  the  order  extended  East,  West,  North  and 
South  throughout  the  wiiole  country. 

By  means  of  this  fraternal  bond  he  was  enabled  to  work 
his  wa}'  into  Southern  society  of  all  kinds,  and  when  it  was 
announced  that  the  election  of  November,  1860,  ha<l  resulted 
in  the  choi  e  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President  he  became, 
from  that  connection,  fully  aware  of  what  he  had  from  the 
ver}^  first  suspected,  that  the  Southern  States  had  determined 
to  secede  from  the  Union  immediately  tiiat  it  was  ascertained 
that  one  opposed  to  their  institutions  had  been  selected  to  fill 
the  place  of  chief  magistrate. 

Before  difi  end  of  the  year  it  was  known  that  South  Caro- 
lina, in  convention,  had  declared  itself  out  of  the  Union,  and 
when  the  young  actor  inqiured  into  the  status  of  those  who 
iiad  formed  the  members  of  that  convention  he  soon  found 
that  the  m^'sterious  workings  of  the  order  to  which  he  had 
united  himself  had  secured  the  desired  result. 

Within  one  month  from  that  time  five  more  States — Miss- 
issippi, Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia  and  Louisiana — had  each 
been  dragged  into  the  vortex  of  secession  by  tiie  same  in- 
visible moans — in  many  cases  against  the  wishes  of  the 
majority  of  the  citizens — and  so  powerful  had  become  the 
order,  that,  like  lightning,  Vigilance  Committees  arose  in 
the  very  midst  of  every  State  had  thus  declared  itself  out  of 
the  union  ;  so  that  when  any  one  ventured  to  dispute  the 
right  of  secession  they  were  at  once  forced  to  sacrifice  their 
houses  and  property,  and  quit  the  South  in  a  beggared  condi- 
tion, or  submit  to  the  arbitrary  dictation  of  those  who  now 
ruled  them  with  a  rod  of  iron. 

As  yet  Virginia  and  Maryland  had  not  seceded  ;  but  ef- 
forts were  being  made  to  ind:ice  them  to  join  the  others. 
To  the  qncstion  of  whether  the  desired   result  was  certain 
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Booth  received  the  answer  that  as  the  majority  of  those  who 
held  office  in  both  those  States  were  members  of  tlie  order, 
if  Abraham  Lincohi  only  reached  Washington,  both  States 
would  be  certain  to  join  the  cause  of  the  Southern  Sisters, 
and  secure  the  National  Capital,  President,  Cabinet,  and  all, 
within  the  limits  of  the  New  Confederacy. 

Booth's  informant,  however,  stated  that  the  order  was 
not  as  strong  among  the  people  of  the  border  States  as  in 
those  farther  south  and,  although  a  large  proportion  of  the 
authorities  were  members,  the  majorities  of  the  Legislatures 
were  inclined  to  the  other  side. 

"  Could  we  but  succeed,"  added  he,  "in  onlj^  inducing  the 
Abolitionist  President  to  declare  war  upon  the  South,  then 
the  State  Right  feeling  would  soon  induce  the  wavering  to 
come  over  on  our  side,  and  that  would  turn  the  scale." 

"But  what  about  the  army?  "  asked  Booth. 

*'  That  has  already  been  crippled  by  those  who  have  left  it 
to  join  our  cause,"  was  the  reply,  "and  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  Yankees  to  reorganize  it  in  time  to  hurt  us.  \Ve  have 
almost  all  the  arms  in  the  South,  thanks  to  Secretary  Floyd, 
and  before  they  could  make  others  we  could  dictate  terras 
for  separation.  There  will  be  no  fighting,  as  before  the 
*rail  splitter'  can  reach  the  seat  of  Government  the  troops 
that  now  hold  the  forts  and  arsenals  will  be  driven  therefrom 
and  their  contents  will  be  in  our  hands.  He  will  not  dare  to 
force  us  to  stay  in  the  Union  while  we  hold  the  greater  force 
of  power  in  men,  money  and  means  of  making  war." 

Such  were  the  opinions  of  those  in  Richmond  in  the  latter 
part  of  January,  186 1. 


CHAPTER  III. 

booth's  first  mysterious  mission  and  what  came  of  it. 

The  news  having  been  received  in  Richmond  that  the 
President  Elect,  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  being  enthusiasti- 
cally received  in  every  city  through  which  he  had  to  pass 
between  his  house  in  Springfield  and  his  Niativo  Capitol, 
and  evidences  being  apparent  that  the  North  intended  to 
support  the  choice  of  the  ])eople,  the  members  of  the  order 
to  which  Booth  belonged   met  in   secret  conclave  in   the 
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heart  of  that  city  in  order  to  devise  means  to  draw  the 
State  ot  Virginia  out  of  the  Union.  At  that  meeting  the 
3'Oiing  actor  was  present. 

During  the  conference  it  was  urged  that  *'  the  choice  of 
the  Ahoiitionists"  had  not  3'et  passed  through  New  York, 
and  as  a  hirge  body  of  the  order  were  then  in  existence 
in  tliat  city  perhaps  something  might  be  brought  to  light 
that  would  change  the  as'f.ect  of  affairs,  and  it  would  be 
better  to  wait  until  after  tliat  event. 

Meanwhile  Booth,  who  was  verj'  gay  in  his  disposition, 
became  enleagued  with  several  women  then  residing  in 
Kichmond,  and  who  were  stronglj^  tainted  with  secession 
proclivities.  One  evening  while  under  the  influence  of 
wine,  Booth  heard  something  whispered  by  a  female 
voice  in  his  car  that  made  his  ej^es  flash  with  ambitious 
deliglit. 

"See  what  popularity  such  a  hero  would  gain  among 
us,"  added  the  tempter."  It  would  conduce  to  his  immor- 
tal fame  and  make  him  equal  to  Brutus  of  old." 

Booth  was  silent,  but  by  the  working  of  his  face  it  was 
evident  that  the  poison  thus  poured  into  his  ear  was  tak- 
ing eff'ect. 

»"If  skilfully  carried  out,"  asserted  the  fiend  in  the 
guise  of  a  woman,  *•  it  could  be  done  Avithout  detection  and 
the  South  would  furnish  all  the  necessary  funds." 

*' But  where  could  it  be  carried  out,"  asked  Booth. 

"Where?"  ejaculated  tiie  woman.  "You  are  a  Balti- 
morean  and  ask  where.     I  am  ashamed  of  you." 

"You're  right !"  exclaimed  Booth,  leaping  from  his  seat. 
"I  know  where.  It  shall  be  done,  if  I  have  to  do  it  my- 
self" 

"Now  I  am  proud  of  tliegalhmt  son  of  the  South,"  said 
the  tempter.  "  Accomplish  the  work  and  ^^our  reward  will 
equal  3'our  wishes.     TiJat  I  will  guarantee." 

"  Will  you  promise  as  a  reward,  what  I  have  desired  for 
some  time  past  ?"  asked  Booth  eagerl3\ 

"  Do  not  fear  for  3-our  reward,"  replied  the  woman. 
"  Together  we  will  enjoy  the  fame  that  will  redound  to 
those  who  will  secure  to  the  South  her  independence  with- 
out spilling  the  blood  of  her  sons.  And  that  can  easily 
be  done,  it  you  but  have  the  courage  to  carry  out  the 
work." 
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Booth  waited  for  no  more,  but  made  for  his  lodgings; 
then  penning  a  line  to  the  manager  of  the  theatre  an- 
nouncing the  fact  that  for  a  few  days  it  would  be  neces- 
sary that  his  place  should  be  vacant  in  the  company,  pre- 
pared to  talj:e  the  first  train  for  Norfolli  in  order  to  catch 
the  steamer  for  Baltimore. 

While  awaiting  the  hour  for  the  departure  of  the  cars, 
the  now  halt-crazed  man  threw  himself  on  the  bed  and 
tried  to  snatch  a  short  repose,  giving  the  negro  servant 
strict  orders  to  arouse  him  in  time  to  take  the  early  morn- 
ing train  for  the  South. 

"  You're  gwine  to  Charleston,  massa  ?''  asked  the  ne- 
gress. 

*'  No,"  said  he,  curtly,  "  merely  to  Petersburg.  I  wish 
to  see  a  flame  of  mine  in  that  city." 

"  All  right,  massa,"  said  the  woman,  who  added  to  her- 
self, "  Dat  mass'  Booth  de  debil  wid  de  gals;  deed  is 
he." 

The  information  which  the  young  actor  had  given  the 
slave  was  more  with  the  intention  of  misleading  the  gos- 
sipping  black  than  otherwise  ;  for  ho  felt  sure  that  after 
he  had  left  the  city  it  would  become  current  conversation 
that  he  had  gone  away.  Therefore  to  allay  suspicion  and 
to  prevent  anything  like  a  premature  disclosure  of  the 
real  cause  of  his  journey  he  purposely  gave  the  statement 
that  his  mission  was  one  relating  to  the  tender  passion. 

Without  any  event  transpiring  of  consequence  Booth 
reached  Baltimore,  where  he  learned  that  the  President 
elect  had  been  received  with  great  enthusiasm  in  the  city 
of  I^ew  York,  und  v»'as  then  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia. 

Muttering  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost  he  made  his  way 
to  the  house  of  one  whom  he  knew  well  to  be  a  member 
of  "the  circle,"  when  to  his  surprise  found  that  his  arrival 
had  been  expected.  Upon  inquir}'  he  learned  that  a  tele- 
gram Jjad  been  sent  from  Biclimond  in  cipher  announcing 
that  one,  whom  the}'  knew  well,  had  started  'Mbr  the  pur- 
pose of  per.'.anently  delaying  the  arrival  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  at  the  national  capitol  and  it  would  be  necessary 
thiit  every  member  should  be  readj^  to  co-operate." 

Booth  did  not  like  the  idea  that  such  ii  message  had 
passed  over  the  wires;  but  it  having  been  stated  that  it 
came  in  cipher,  such  as  only  the  initiated  could  transcribe, 
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he  felt  somewhat  reassured  and  set  about  the  work  with 
spirit. 

Ilavino"  ascertained  what  assistance  he  could  have  the 
plotter  began  to  make  his  preparalions,  and  on  learning 
that  the  presidential  party  would  start  tlie  next  day  at 
noonfioni  Ilarrisburn^,  he  called  his  assistants  together, 
telling  them  to  be  ready  in  the  morning  so  as  to  intercept 
the  ti-ain  on  the  wa}'  before  it  could  reach  the  city,  and 
throw  it  from  the  track. 

Unfortunate!}'  for  the  success  of  the  scheme  a  negro, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  telegraphic  de- 
spatches from  the  office  to  the  places  directed,  had  over- 
heard two  of  the  telegraph  operators  talking  over  the 
wording  of  the  message — they  both  being  members  of  the 
organization  of  K.  G.  G. — and  supposing  that  tlie  unlet- 
tered black  was  as  dull  in  intellect  as  he  was  in  education, 
they  had  spoken  somewhat  unreservedly  betore  him  ;  al- 
though not  exactly  giving  the  clear  meaning  of  the  tele- 
gram. The  negro,  however,  had  learned  enough  to  con- 
vince him  that  something  was  wrong,  and  making  his  way 
to  the  house  of  an  anti-secessionist,  he  before  delivering 
the  despatch  let  him  examine  it ;  then  explained  wdiat  the 
operators  had  stated  about  it. 

At  this  time  the  President  elect  was  on  the  way  to  Phi- 
ladelphia ;  therefore  there  was  plenty  of  time  for  the  loyal 
man  to  reach  Harrisburg  before  it  was  possible  that  the 
presidential  part}'  could  do  so. 

On  arriving  at  the  Pensj'lvanian  capital  the  bearer  of 
the  intelligence  of  warning  found  that  the  advance  guard 
of  civil  officers  were  already  there,  and  without  a  moment 
hesitancy  he  stated  his  suspicions  to  the  principal  officer 
in  charge,  repeating  to  him  what  the  negro  had  said. 

"  This  is  not  merely  to  delay  him,"  thought  tbe  officer. 
*' Unless  my  calculations  mislead  me  there  is  some  vile 
scheme  at  work." 

Mr.  Lincoln  arrived  at  Harrisburg  at  the  schedule  time, 
and  received  the  congratulations  ot  the  citizens.  It  was 
then  announced  that  he  would  take  his  departure  the  next 
day  at  noon  for  Baltimore,  and  the  fact  was  dul}-  tele- 
graphed to  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  that  city,  with 
instructions  lor  Marshal  Kane  to  have  a  strong  guard  of 
police  at  the  depot  to  prevent  anything  like  crowding. 


BOOTH,   THE   ASSASSIN.  31 

The  Presidential  party  then  took  up  their  quarters  at 
the  principal  hotel  of  the  cit}^  of  Harrisburg,  and  during 
the  evening  Mr.  Lincoln,  at  the  request  of  the  chief  de- 
tective oflScer  who  had  accompanied  him,  expressed  a  wish 
to  see  the  cit}'  in  a  priviite  manner. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  numerous  corps  of  newspaper 
correspondents  that  had  accompanied  him  along  the  route 
from  following  close  upon  his  heels  during  this  little  stroll, 
the  hotel  clerks  were  requested  not  to  say  that  he  had  gone 
out ;  and  if  any  inquiries  should  be  made  to  let  those  gen- 
tlemen understand  that  he  was  still  in  his  room.  And  in  or- 
der to  complete  this  deception  the  various  members  of  the 
military  and  civil  service  who  had  formed  the  President's 
party  were  also  to  be  kept  iu  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  he 
had  left  the  hotel. 

As  soon  as  the  President  elect  was  clear  of  the  hotel,  the 
chief  detective  officer  notified  him  that  a  design  was  in  op- 
eration against  his  life,  and  in  order  to  escape  the  snare  it 
was  deemed  advisable  that  he  should  take  the  train  then 
starting  for  Baltimore  so  as  to  pass  through  that  city  during 
the  night. 

When  Booth  and  his  co-operators  were  about  to  start,  in 
order  to  intercept  the  train  in  accordance  with  their  origi- 
nal plan,  they  were  stratled  with  the  intelligence  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  safe  in  Washington. 

"  Confusion,"  exclaimed  the  plotter.  '*  Foiled.  What 
could  have  been  the  cause  of  the  change  of  plan  ?  And 
when  did  he  pass  through  this  city  ?" 

While  he  was  cursing  his  fortune  that  had  deprived  him 
of  so  good  a  chance  of  earning  a  name  as  the  "liberator  of 
his  country  from  the  rule  of  an  oppressive  tyrant,  and  the 
minion  of  a  would  be  (Tospotic  party,"  the  news  arrived  in 
the  city  that  the  President  Elect,  having  learned  of  a  plot 
having  been  organized  in  Baltimore  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sasinating  him  while  en  route  for  the  National  Capitol,  had 
taken  the  precaution  to  pass  through  the  former  city  in  pri- 
vate, and  was  now  safe  in  Washington. 

A  cry  of  indignation  arose  from  the  breasts  of  the  loyal 
people  of  Baltimore  at  the  disgrace  which  had  fallen  upon 
the  citizens ;  but  the  members  of  the  order  of  K.  K.  C.  by 
their  insiduous  remarks  soon  caused  that  feeling  to  be 
"hanged  to  one  of  rage  at  the  insult  which  had  been  offered 
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to  the  ancient  city  by  a  sectional  President,  who,  it  was  ru- 
mored, had  merely  acted  in  that  manner  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing   the   citizens    of  Maryland   for   "  daring  to  vote 

against  iiim."  ,   ,  ,  i 

The  excitement  which  was  created  throughout  the  country 
in  consequence  of  this  piece  of  strategy  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  specially  turned  into  ridicule  by  the  papers  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  the  South,  and  as  the  members  of 
the  traitorous  organization  were  not  known  outside  of  tlieir 
own  bod3%  they  were  enabled  to  fan  the  flame  of  satire 
witliout  it  becoming  apparent  to  the  general  public  that 
they  had  any  particular  object  in  so  doing. 

The  premature  disclosure  of  this  scheme  of  assassination 
had  not  only  foiled  all  Booth's  plans  of  gaining  notorety  ;  but 
had  also  put  the  cflScers  of  the  government  on  the  alertto 
prevent  anything  like  an  attempt  being  made  upon  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's life  while  awaiting  the  approaching  of  the  day  of  In- 
auguration. 

Meanwhile  the  seceded  States  had  organized  a  Provis- 
ional Government  with  Jellerson  Davis  at  its  head,  and  a 
Provisional  Congress  was  called  together  at  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  the  temporary  capitol  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
Texas  was  also  joined  to  tlie  others  that  had  seceded,  thus 
making  what  was  esteemed  among  the  Southerners  the  mj's- 
tical. number  "seven"  which  would  in  their  opinion  "guar- 
antee  unity  to  their  cause  and  success  to  their  efforts." 

On  finding  that  all  his  well-formed  plans  had  proved  abor- 
tive Booth  returned  to  Kichmond  where  he  continued  to 
play  at  Marshal's  theatre  until  the  building  was  ^  destroyed 
by  fire.  During  that  interval  he  became  acquainted  with 
Ella  and  her  sister  Mollie,  both  of  whom  had  removed  to 
Richmond  and,  the  latter  having  deserted  her  favorite  "type 
sticker,"  from  some  dissatisfaction  that  had  arisen  about 
their  conjugal  relations.  So  well  did  Ella  play  her  cards 
that  she  secured  to  a  great  extent  the  allections  of  the 
young  actor  and  he  was  considered  as  devoted  a  lover  as 
any  that  usually  existed  under  such  a  precarious  bond  of 
union. 
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CHAPTEE  ly. 

THE  ATTACK  UPON  THE  TROOPS  IX  BALTIMORE. 

Booth  while  in  Richmond  led  sucli  a  dissolute  life  that 
at  last  he  was  not  admitted  into  any  reputable  society. 
Therefore  when  the-  Marshal  Theatre  was  dcstroj-ed,  find- 
ing that  the  Rebel  Government  had  established  themselves 
at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  he  started  off  toward  that  city. 
Ella  now  accompanied  him  and  participated  in  the  wild, 
reckless  career  which  he  there  led  lor  a  few  Avceks. 

The  Montgomery  Theatre  having  been  opened  witli  some 
amount  of  spirit,  Booth,  by  virtue  of  the  reputation  of  a 
good  family  name,  obtained  an  engagement  as  "leading 
man"  and  became  somewhat  of  '•  a  star."  But  still  his 
wild  career  was  such  that  although  occupying  a  liigh  po- 
sition among  the  few  actors  there  resident,  lie  could  obtain 
but  little  standing  among  the  respectable  poriion  of  tlie 
community. 

One  night  during  the  year  1861  wlien  somewhat  elated 
by  extra  potations  of  spirit  he  joiiK'd  tiie  Montgomery 
Vigilance  Committee  then  bound  on  an  expedition  ag:iiiist 
those  residents  of  the  city  and  vicii  it}'  tlia  were  sii>j)ect- 
ed  of  Northern  feelings. 

So  strong  were  his  manifestations  of  hostility  against 
the  North  and  their  sympathizers  that  he  became  a  kind 
of  pet  among  the  fire-eaters  as  one  of  the  true  sons  of 
*' M}'  Maryland,"  and  they  never  went  out  on  a  scout  but 
they  took  the  malignant  traveller  along  with  them. 

During  one  of  these  expeditions  the  pistol  which  Booth 
always  carried  with  him,  no  matter  whether  his  mission 
was  pacific  or  disputatious,  exploded  in  his  hand,  and  beiiig 
held  downward  the  ball  entered  his  leg,  wounding  him  so 
severely  that  he  had  to  retire  for  a  time  from  the  stage. 
As  he  could  no  longer  be  useful  in  the  South,  as  a  member- 
of  the  warlike  bodies  of  domestic  perseeutoi-.s,  and  jis  the 
rebellious  citizens  of  (Jh  lileslon  were  determined  to  re- 
duce Fort  Sumter,  the  rebi-1  authorities  thought  it  best  to 
send  him  to  Baltimore,  as  a  secret  agent,  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people  oi'  thul,  ulty  against  the  "  Abolitionist 
Government"  and  thus  j)revent  the  citizens  from  taking 
any  active  mensure  in  aid  ol   the  dominant  party. 
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Booth  arrived  in  that  city  about  the  time  of  the  attack 
upon  the  fort  in  Charleaton  harbor  and  found  that  a  great 
excitement  existed  among  the  people,  a  few  only  being  in 
favor  of  the  North,  at  least  so  far  as  outward  expressions 
were  concerned.  So  insidiously  had  the  order  of  K.  G.  C. 
obtained  its  fooling  among  all  classes  that  its  poisonous 
breath  was  felt  everywhere,  and  it  became  dangerous  for 
anyone  possessing  the  slightest  sparkof  loyalty  to  express 
his  opinions  lest  he  should  find  in  the  next  neighbor  one 
ready  to  strike  him  down  or  otherwise  maltreat  him  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  institutions  of 
the  State  and  its  citizens. 

Even  the  State  Government  was  to  some  extent  intimi- 
dated by  the  power  of  the  secret  order,  many  of  the  offi- 
cials being  members  thereof,  although  not  activelj'-  engaged 
in  open  violence  ;  still  by  their  machinations  they  would 
retard  justice  and  prevent  the  perpetrators  of  felonious 
and  riotous  demonstrations  from  being  brought  to  punish- 
ment. 

The  fall  of  Sumter  was  announced  to  the  people  of  the 
country  on  April  13th,  1861,  and  caused  a  great  amount 
of  excitement,  many  of  the  citizens  calling  on  the  govern- 
ment to  avenge  the  insult  to  the  flag  and  to  sustain  the 
honor  of  the  country.  In  answer  to  this  President  Lincoln 
issued  proclamations  for  the  raising  of  seventy-five  thou- 
sand volunteers  to  defend  the  National  Capital,  and  the 
assembling  of  Congress  for  a  special  session  in  order  to 
take  action  upon  the  State  of  the  nation. 

Booth  was  in  Baltimore  and  participated  in  the  demon- 
stration meeting  of  Secessionists  which  took  place  in  that 
city  on  the  17th  of  April,  1861.  One  of  the  most  violent 
of  the  speeches  made  on  that  occasion  came  from  the 
throat  of  the  excited  actor,  and  in  the  most  forcible  lan- 
guage lie  denounced  the  Administration  and  the  North  for 
making  war  on  their  sister  States  in  the  South. 

As  yet  no  organized  or  overt  act  had  been  committed 
in  the  cit}'.  and  as  a  number  of  the  police  force  under  Kane 
were  either  direct  or  indirect  members  of  the  secret  order 
of  K.  G.  C.  they  made  no  effort  to  disperse  the  treasonable 
assemblies  or  even  to  prevent  their  gathering  together. 
Consequently  the  supporters  of  the  South  had  the  matter 
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in  their  own  hands  as  it  had  often  been  proved  dangerous 
for  any  others  either  to  move  or  speak. 

At  length  it  was  announced  that  the  Massachusetts 
troops  were  en  route  for  Washington  and  were  expected 
to  pass  through  Baltimore  on  the  19th  of  April.  The  op- 
portunity now  appeared  to  Booth  to  be  the  most  fitting 
for  a  demonstration  that  would  strike  terror  into  the  gov- 
ernment, compel  them  to  sue  for  peace,  and  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  the  South. 

Moving  about,  in  spite  of  his  lameness,  among  the  more 
disreputable  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  Booth,  who  was 
very  well  known  by  that  particular  class,  whispered  into 
their  ears  that  if  they  allowed  the  troops  to  pass  through 
the  city  a  want  of  sympathy  with  their  more  Southern 
sisters  would  be  at  once  evident.  He  also  intimated  that 
if  Maryland  would  secure  independence  her  sons  must  now 
strike  the  blow,  and  also  told  them  to  remember  that  the 
men  who  would  oppress  the  South  were  Yankee  abo- 
litionists. 

In  this  treasonable  arrangement  the  actor  was  greatly 
aided  by  those  members  of  the  police  force  who  belonged 
to  that  secret  order  with  which  he  was  connected  ;  these 
oflScials  instead  of  discountenancing  and  preventing  any 
such  outbreak  actuall}'  promising  their  assistance  in  so  far 
as  not  attempting  to  resist  the  onset  or  attempting  to 
make  any  arrests  of  those  engaged  in  the  attack. 

The  19th  of  April,  1861,  will  long  be  remembered  by 
the  residents  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  as  one  of  the  most 
disheartening  and  alarming  that  had  ever  taken  place  in 
that  vicinity.  The  citizen  troops  that  had  left  their  homes 
and  comfortable  firesides,  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  the 
national  capital  from  the  grasp  of  treason,  were  attacked 
in  the  streets  of  that  city  and  some  of  them  slain  by  the 
hands  of  a  lawless  mob. 

Booth  did  not  take  any  active  part  in  this  riot,  as  others 
were  engaged  to  do  the  disreputable  work  ;  but  at  his  insti- 
gation and  by  the  machinations  of  his  co-operators  bclono^ing 
to  the  treasonable  fraternity,  he  so  contrived  matters  that  the 
railroad  tracks  North  and  South  of  Baltimore  should  be  torn 
up,  the  telegraph  wires  cut  and  all  communications  by  land 
severed  between  the  North  and  the  National  Capital. 

As  there  was  no  other  means  of  reaching  Washington  by 
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land  except  by  passing  through  the  city  of  Baltimore,  or  of 
some  anjacent  part  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  it  appeared  for 
a  time  that  the  Capital  was  in  danger  of  capture  by  the  insur- 
gents ;  especially  as  the  State  of  Virginia  had  declared  her 
disloyalty  in  convention  and  had  announced  herself  as  one  of 
the  Scates  of  Southern  Confederac3\ 

This  announcement  was  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  cit- 
izens for  confirmation  ;  but  Governor  Letcher  being  also  one 
of  those  who  formed  a  part  of  the  famous  "  Golden  Circle," 
knowing  full  well  that  if  the  people  were  allowed  to  think  it 
would  be  impossible  to  carry  the  State  out  of  the  Union,  de- 
termined to  declare  it  seceded  in  spite  of  the  people  ;  giving, 
as  his  reason  for  thus  acting,  that  the  Yankee  Government 
had  made  war  upon  the  South  and  it  became  the  duty  of 
Virginia  to  take  part,  ofl'ensive  and  defensive,  with  the  other 
slave  States. 

For  some  few  days  anarchy  reigned  supreme  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  ;  but  at  last  the  Government  gained  strenght  and 
the  nmnnicipal  authorities,  with  the  assistance  of  the  military 
were  enabled  to  suppress  the  insurrection  and  to  put  down 
the  rioters.     The  military  forces  then  garrisoned  the  city. 

Seeing  that  all  hopes  of  drawing  the  citizens  into  any 
overt  act  that  w^ould  give  some  protest  for  an  attack  upon  the 
military,  had  passed  away.  Booth  resolved  to  quit  Baltimore 
and  return  to  Eichmond  where  he  had  left  Ella. 

While  Booth  was  residing  in  the  Virginian  Capital  it  was 
decided  by  the  insurgents  to  make  that  city  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  the  Eebel  Con- 
gress were  advertised  to  meet  there.  The  national  authori- 
ties at  Washington  derided  to  sever  all  means  of  communi- 
cation between  the  North  and  South,  until  those  in  rebellion 
chose  to  la}'  down  their  arms,  the  actor  finding  that  he  could 
not  again  go  on  the  stage  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
several  officials  of  the  llebel  Government,  to  return  North, 
and  by  meansiof  secret  interference  and  plottings  to  so  in- 
terfere with  the  movements  of  military  bodies  that  much  of 
their  usefulness  w^ould  be  void  or  at  the  most  of  but  little 
effect. 

Having  completed  this  arrangement  Booth,  accomp:inied 
by  Ella,  returned  once  more  to  Baltimore,  where  he  lived  for 
a  time  in  private  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  arrest  of  the 
principal  members  of  the  K.  G.  0.  the   scattering  of  others 
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tliroiio^hout  the  State,  and  the  departure  of  a  number  to  join 
the  Rebel  army,  lie  found  that  his  power  of  doing  mischief 
was  to  some  extent  crippled,  like  his  body,  and  he  therefore 
remained  to  some  extent  passive,  merely  amusing  himself  in 
the  company  of  his  mistress,  gamblers  and  other  evil 
characters. 

At  last  having  recovered  from  the  wound  in  his  leg  he  be- 
gan playing  "  star  eng.geraents,"  in  the  various  cities  of  the 
North  ;  alvvays  manifesting,  especially  when  under  the  influ- 
ence of  liquor,  strong  opposing  sentiments  toward  the  Lin- 
coln Government  and  their  measures  no  matter  what  might  be 
their  character. 


CHAPTER   V. 

BOOTn    ON    FA^E — THE     CONTEMPLATED     PLOT     AGAINST     THE 
PRESIDENT. 

The  elections  of  1862  in  the  Northern  States  having  nearly 
all  been  in  opposition  to  the  Lincoln  Government  demon- 
strated the  fact  that  a  "clifingc  of  sentiment"  had  taken 
place  among  the  people ;  but  little  did  those  persons,  whose 
feelings  had  thus  been  operated  upon,  think  or  believe  that 
tlie  actual  aiders  and  abettors  of  the  rebellion  were  the  very 
men  who  had,  by  their  insidious  reasoning,  caused  them  to 
alter  their  opinions  upon  national  affairs.  Thus  matters 
stood  at  the  end  of  18(52,  and  Booth,  without  it  appearing 
that  he  had  done  so,  helped  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  thus 
affecting  the  minds  of  the  voters. 

One  day  Ella  whispered  in  his  ear  that  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  if  Lincoln  could  only  be  put  out  of  the  way  while  the 
feelings  of  Jie  people  were  thus  inclined  towards  the  cause 
of  the  South  ;  to  which  Booth  replied  that  if  he  felt  certain 
th.at  the  thing  could  be  done  he  would  make  the  attempt. 

"At  what?"  asked  Ella. 

"  Putting  him  out  of  the  w^ay,"  replied  Booth. 

"  B\^  what  means  ?  "  was  Ella's  next  inquiry. 

"  The  knife  or  the  bullet,"  replied  the  actor  quickly. 

"  I  don't  mean  that !  "  ejaculated  she  in  alarm.  "  That 
would  be  murder.  My  suggestion  was  merely  to  take  him 
prisoner,  and  hold  him  as  such  until  he  chose  to  give  to  the 
South  its  independence." 
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♦' But  Death  is  a  far  better  jailor,"  asserted  Booth.  He 
once  dead,  the  troubles  of  tlie  South  \vou:d  soon  cease." 

**Thatmayall  be,"  responded  Ellaj  "but  hmj  such  at- 
tempts have  heretofore  shown  their  own  futility.  During  the 
term  of  President  Jackson,  an  attempt  v/as  made  upon  that 
official's  life,  upon  tlie  occasion  of  Warren  E.  Davis'  funeral 
at  the  Capitol.  When  Jackson  was  under  the  eastern  por- 
tico, and  surrounded  by  all  the  officers  of  the  Government, 
a  man  named  Lawrence  approached  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
President  and  snapped  a  pistol  at  him.  It  did  not  explode  ; 
therelbre,  dropping  that  and  taking  up  another,  he  again 
aimed  with  a  similar  result.  Of  course  he  was  arrested, 
and  under  the  idea  that  he  was  insane  the  would-be  assassin 
was  confined  in  a  lunatic  asylum." 

"  But  the  cause  of  the  failure,"  asserted  Booth,  "  even 
according  to  j-our  own  account  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
want  of  opportunity  to  reach  the  destined  victim  ;  but  the 
bad  condition  of  tlie  powder.  1  should  be  careful  to  provide 
against  such  a  result." 

"  Do  not  attempt  it,"  urged  Ella,  "  it  would  certainly  cost 
you  your  life." 

"  And  gain  for  me  immortal  fame,"  responded  the  actor  ; 
for  the  man  who  kills  Abraham  Lincoln  would  occupy  in 
history  a  higher  niche  than  even  George  Washington." 

As  Booth  thus  spoke,  Ella  saw  that  his  piercing  black  eyes 
were  lit  up  with  an  almost  supernatural  light.  He  seemed 
to  be  peering  through  the  dim  vista  of  the  future  and  read- 
ing from  its  pages-  his  name  as  one  that  had  redeemed  his 
country  from  peril  by  a  bold  and  daring  act  such  as  few- 
would  venture  upon. 

For  a  few  minutes  Ella  thought  he  had  become  insane, 
through  contemplation  of  the  subject,  and  almost  regretted 
having  alluded  to  it ;  but  upon  changing  the  conversation 
the  fact  that  it  was  merely  the  eifect  of  an  inordinate  desire 
for  fame  that  had  produced  that  peculiar  brilliancy  of  the 
e3'es  w^as  soon  made  evident,  and  with  a  woman's  ready  tact 
she  drew  his  mind  away  into  anotlier  channel. 

But  the  seed  had  been  sown,  and  had  fallen  on  a  prolific 
soil,  as  was  afterward  made  known  by  the  actors  frequent 
allusions  to  the  fame  a  n^an  would  gain  by  removing  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  the  "  tyrant  who  then  swayed  the  des- 
tinies of  the  American  Empire." 
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During  an  engagement  at  McVicker's  Theatre  in  the  city  of 
Chicago  in  the  early  part  of  1863  Booth  made  the  following 
remark  to  one  of  his  tlieatrical  companions : 

"  What  a  glorious  opportunity  there  is  for  a  man  to  im- 
mortalize himself  by  killing  Lincoln." 

"  Indeed  !  "  inquired  t  e  one  addressed,  "  and  pra^^,  what 
good  would  that  do  ?  " 

Booth  with  a  tragic  air  then  quoted  the  following  lines  ; 

"  The  ambitious  youth  who  fired  the  Ephesian  dome 
Outlives  in  fame  the  pious  fool  who  reared  it,''* 

"  Well,"  said  the  matter-of-fact  person  w^ho  had  thus  been 
treated  to  a  choice  morsel  of  stage  effect,  "who  was  that 
ambitions  youth  you  thus  laud  to  the  skies  ?  What  was  his 
name  ?  " 

'•  That  I  don't  know  "  was  Booth's  reply. 

"  Then  where's  the  fame  you  speak  of  ?  "  asked  the  other 
with  a  curious  smile. 

For  a  few  moments  Booth  w^as  evidently  non-plussed,  but 
with  the  quickness  of  a  ready  wit  he  replied, 

'*  The  fancy  of  a  man's  deeds  live  after  his  bones  have 
decayed  to  dust,  and  even  his  name  forgotten." 

His  friend  merely  remarked  in  reply, 

'*If  that  be  tiie  fame  you  covet,  1  prefer  to  live  a  quiet 
life,  and  die  without  it ;  for  in  my  opinion  such  notoriety 
would  be  infamy." 

''  Pshaw  !"  ejaculated  Booth. 

The  conversation  was  then  turned  upon  another  and  far 
different  subject;  but  still  whenever  it  became  a  portion  of 
Booth's  duty  to  recite  upon  the  stage  the  foregoing  lines  he 
would  give  such  emphasis  to  them  as  would  "  bring  down  the 
house,"  although  the  audience  little  thought  what  was  work- 
ing in  the  actor's  mind  during  the  few  moments  employed  in 
giving  utterance  to  them. 

Such  remarks  were  often  made  by  Booth  during  his  con- 
versation with  his  theatrical  and  other  companions;  but  no 
one  ever  thought  that  the  v/ords  meant   more  than  the  viru- 

*These  lines  are  an  interpolation  of  Shakspeare  by  Colley  Cibl>er  and 
althnugb  now  acknuwledged  by  tb*-  fi>  quenters  of  tbtatres  as  tbe  pro- 
duction of  tbat  world  famed  dramatic  poet,  are  not  to  be  found  in  tbo 
original  editions  of  his  works— Autuok. 
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lent  expressions  of  one  whose  S3^mpathies  were  strongly 
identified  \v)tli  the  South. 

Ou  one  occasion  a  member  of  the  theatrical  profession 
liavirig- made  use  of  the  remark  that  he  thought  it  "  very 
injudicious  that  a  man  who  gave  currency  to  such  treasona- 
ble utterances  should  be  allowed  to  go  at  large  throughout 
the  Northern  cities  as  Booth  was  then  doing ;'  another  re- 
plied that  a  barking  dog  rarely  bit,  and  when  a  person  heard 
tlie  steam  blowing  off  with  a  great  noise  from  the  boiler  of  a 
steam  engine,  they  might  feel  ver^^  certain  that  an  explosion 
was  n')t  likel^^  to  follow. 

"  II,''  added  he,  "Bootli  contemplated  really  the  assassina- 
tion of  the  President  would  it  be  likely  that  he  would  tell 
every  body,  so  as  to  give  the  government  officials  an  oppor- 
tunity to  place  obstacles  in  his  waj"  and  thus  prevent  the 
accom])lishment  of  his  designs.  Not  he!  lie  is  too  keen 
witted  for  that.  I  should  be  far  more  fearful  of  him  did  I 
know  such  to  be  his  feelings  and  saw  him  brooding  silently 
over  the  thought.  Never  fear!  Booth  will  not  be  that 
'ambitious  youth'  he  prates  so  much  about." 

The  violence  of  Booth's  language  at  last  brought  him  into 
disrepute  among  the  respectable  portion  of  his  profession  ; 
some  of  them,  however,  looking  clnritably  upon  him  under 
the  idea  that  dissipation  and  a  fieeling  of  disappointment  at 
not  having  achieved  the  histrionic  fame  he  had  coveted  had 
to  some  extent  turned  his  brain. 

Notwithstanding  this  fact  Booth  continued  to  perform  ''star 
engagements'  all  over  the  country  ;  but  generally'  winding 
up  at  each  place  with  a  regular  burst  of  dissipation. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  travels  he  would  be  accom- 
panied by  E  la,  who  seemed  at  times  to  be  his  presiding 
genius  for  good  or  evil,  as  he  paid  far  more  attention  to 
what  she  said  than  to  any  other  person  living,  either  friend, 
relative  or  companion  d  amour. 

After  having  been  on  a  Western  tour  Booth  and  Ella  ar- 
rived at  Meadviile,  Pa.,  where  they  stopped  at  the  McIIenry 
House  while  en  route  East.     This  was  during  June,  1864. 

During  t;ie  evening,  while  talking  with  his  mistress,  the 
subject  again  came  up  in  the  course  of  conversation  about 
the  '•  capture  of  Abe  Lincoln  as  a  prisoner  of  war. " 

"  Wiiat  a  glorious  thing  it  would  be,"  said  Ella,  ♦'  if  he 
^^uld    be   seized  and   carried  off  out    of   Washington    by 


BOOTH,   THE   ASSASSIN. 


41 


some  of  Moseby's  men.  He  would  then  be  compelled  to 
agree  to  seme  kind  of  general  exchange  of  prisoners." 

"  Your  desire  may  be  good  enough."  replied  Booth,  "  but 
how  is  he  to  be  reached  in  order  to  secure  his  capture.  There 
would  be  less  difficulty  in  killing  liiin  out  of  the  way." 

"  Still  that  mad,  murderous  idea,"  remarked  Ella.  His 
death  cannot  do  one-half  the  good  to  our  cause  as  his  cap- 
ture." 

•'But  he  is  a  tyrant,"  asserted  Booth,  "and  deserves  to 
die.     Tell  me  by  what  plan  he  could  be  taken  prisoner." 

Ella  called  to  his  mind  the  number  of  friends  he  had  in 
Washington  and  who  were  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the 
South.  She  then  detailed  a  plan  b^-  which  President  Lincoln 
could  be  rendered  insensible  through  chloroform,  and  when 
once  powerless  it  would  require  but  a  few  persons  to  remove 
him  from  the  White  House.  He  could,  she  argued,  be  kept  a 
close  prisoner  in  the  cellar  of  her  sister's  house  in  the  city  of 
Washington  until  terms  were  proposed  and  agreed  to  satis- 
factory to  the  South. 

Booth  replied  somewhat  contemptuously  to  the  whole 
scheme  and  said  it  would  be  far  easier  to  place  poison  in  the 
Presi  lent's  soup  than  to  carry  out  her  proposed  arrangement. 
He  then  turned  away  from  her  and  began  looking  out  of  the 
window,  meanwhile  twisting  around  on  his  finger  his  diamond 
ring. 

Carelessly  taking  his  ring  from  his  hand  he  cut  in  an  ab- 
stracted manner  on  one  of  the  panes  of  glass  the  following 
words  in  a  tablet-like  form  : 


i 

ABE   LINCOLN            1 

DEPARTED    THIS    LIFE 

August  13,  1864, 
By  the  effects  of  poison. 

After  he  had  finished  he  turned  round  to  his  mistress  and 
said, 

"  Look  there.  Those  few  words  represent  a  far  greater 
amount  of  probability  than  all  your  schemes  for  his  capture. 
Still,  however,  if  he  could  be  taken  prisoner,  perhaps  it 
might  be  better  after  all  for  himself,  but  not  for  the  country." 

The  before  mentioned  date,  however,  flew  past  and  the 
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President  remained  alive.  Whatever  scheme  he  had  con- 
.cocted  in  his  own  mind  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
President's  life  b}^  poison  evidently  miscarried  if  it  was  ever 
put  into  operation. 

Under  tlie  guise  of  his  threatened  arrangements  Booth  was 
enabled  to  hold  communication  with  several  members  of  the 
mysterious  order  of  K.  G.  C,  and  through  this  means  was 
emib  ed  to  learn  of  the  schemes  that  were  a,float  to  bring 
swift  destruction  on  tlie  cities  of  the  North  in  retaliation  for 
tlie  ravages  committed  in  the  Siienandoah  valley  by  the 
arnnes  of  General  Sheriduii. 

During  October,  1864,  while  en  route  to  Buffalo,  as  he  said, 
to  play  an  engagement,  the  actor  stayed  over  Tuesday  at 
Newburg  where  he  made  himself  known  by  the  distribution 
abroad  of  several  cards  on  which  his  name  and  profession 
were  elaborately  displayed.  Here  he  spent  his  money  in  a 
free,  off-hand  manner,  treating  all  hands  and  talking  rather 
loudly  about  his  numerous  star  engagements,  and  so  forth. 

A  townsman  who  happened  to  come  in  at  the  time,  asked 
one  of  the  habitues  of  the  tavern  w4io  the  "illustrious  stran- 
ger" was,  and,  on  learning  that  it  was  "Booth  the  actor,'* 
said, 

"  Well,  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  him  ;  but  I  had  no 
idea  he  was  such  a  l)lower." 

"That's  so,"  replied  the  other,  "and  he  swallows  down  the 
whiske}'  like  a  whale  does  water." 

The  reported  engagement  at  Buffalo  was,  however,  only  a 
blind  to  conceal  his  intentions,  for  instead  of  remaining  in 
that  city  he  secretly  crossed  over  into  Canada. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  PROPOSITION  TO    MURDER    THE  PRKSIDENT    AND  CABINET. 

During  the  visit  to  Canada,  mentioned  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  last  chapter,  Booth  tried  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the 
Southern  men,  then  residing  in  the  Province,  by  a  statement 
that  he  was  a  straj'  Soutlierii  symphatiiizer,  and  ready  to  de- 
vote himself  to  the  cause  of  the  South,  but  a  rumor  having 
become  afloat  that  he  was  a  Federal  sp3%  the  men  all  fought 
shy  of  him  and  would  not  enter  into  any  kind  of  iiegociition 
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eitliei*  with  regard  to  his  proposition  to  play  in  aid  of  the 
Confederate  hospitals,  or  even  to  allow  him  to  take  active 
part  in  any  of  the  numerous  schemes  then  being  concocted 
in  the  Canadas  to  aid  the  armies  in  the  front  by  an  attack 
upon  the  rear. 

Bootli  was  almost  disheartened  by  the  reception  he  had 
met  witli  at  the  hands  of  those  in  whose  behalf  he  was  ready 
to  sacrifice  even  his  life  if  it  would  only  give  him  tlie  fame 
he  so  coveted,  and  was  about  to  give  up  all  the  projects  his 
fortile  brain  had  conceived,  when  one  morning  in  October 
almost  by  mere  accident,  he  met  one  of  the  members  of  the 
order  of  K.  G.  C.  in  the  person  of  the  famous  Larry  McDon- 
ald. The  mystic  sign  soon  opened  confidence  between  them, 
and  during  one  of  the  interviews  held  at  Toronto  the  follow- 
ing conversation  arose  : — 

*'  This  manner  of  raiding  and  seizing  steamers,"  said 
Booth,  "  is  too  poltr}^  to  suit  my  ideas  of  what  ought  to  be 
accomplished,  and  even  the  proposition  of  setting  fire  to 
large  cities  does  not  coincide  v/ith  my  ideas  of  the  noble  and 
famous.  I  wish  to  do  something  that  will  strike  terror  into 
the  North  and  make  the  perpetrator  forever  noted  in  history." 

"  The  proposed  scheme  to  capture  Lincoln,"  responded 
Larry,  '•  will,  if  successful,  accomplish  that." 

"Not  at  all."  asserted  Booth,  •'  for  after  a  while  he  would 
be  released  and  there  would  end  all  the  fame  and  the  glory." 

At  this  moment  McDonalr]  took  up  the  morning  journals 
and  read  one  of  Secretary  Seward's  proclamations  relating 
to  the  St.  Alban's  raid  and  the  recent  piracies  on  the  Lakes. 

••  I  wish  Seward  was  in  hell  !"  ejaculated  the  virulent 
Larry. 

"  Why  not  send  him  thither  ?"  asked  Booth.  *'  Were  he 
in  my  power  I  would  act  Vv'ith  him  as  Richard  did  with  Ilarry 
Vlth."  Then  with  his  usual  theatrical  style  he  quoted  the 
lines  from  Shakspeare,  referring  to  the  murder  of  that  king. 

"  Down,  down  to  bell 
and  say  I  sent  thee  there." 

"  There's  meaning  in  your  words,"  remarked  McDonald, 
eagerly.  "  If  you  have  any  practical  scheme  in  your  mind 
let  us  know  of  it.  Fear  not  for  the  funds  that  may  be  neces- 
sary ;  they  shall  be  secured." 

"  My  scheme  is  to  make  way  with  the  whole  of  the  Lincoln 
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horde,  in  one  fell  swoop,"  said  Booth  eagerly.  •'  With  but 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  hand,  and  a  large  regard  in  pro- 
spective I  can  secure  asistance  enough  to  strike  the  blow 
effectually. 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?"  eagerly  inquired  McDonald. 
*«  Speak  clearer." 

"  I  mean  this,"  asserted  Booth,  "  that  if  you  furnish  the 
money  Abe  Lincoln,  Bill  Seward  and  Andy  Johnson  shall 
all  be  cold  meat  by  the  first  of  March  next.  Neither  Lincoln 
or  Johnson  shall  ever  be  inaugurated,  if  you  furnish  the 
means  to  carry  out  any  plans  that  will  secure  peace  and  inde- 
pendance  to  the  South,  and  everlasting  fame  to  me." 

"  Who  is  to  slay  Lincoln  ?"  as  ed  McDonald.  "  He  will  be 
the  most  difiicult  man  to  reach." 

"  Leave  the  details  to  me,"  said  Booth,  witli  a  degree  of 
self-confidence  only  equalled  by  his  love  of  notoriety.  '•  No 
hand  but  mine  shall  remove  that  elongated  Yankee  abolition- 
ist from  obstructing  the  road  to  Southern  independance. 
Furnish  me  with  the  funds  and  I  promise  with  my  life  to  have 
the  three  parties  I  have  named  stiff  and  lifeless  before  inau- 
guration day.     Shall  I  have  them  ?" 

"Yes,"  replied  McDonald'  "  within  three  months." 

So  saying  he  sat  down  and  drafted  the  following  advert- 
isement : 

"  ONE  MILLION  DOLLARS  WANTED,  TO    HAYK  PEACE  BY  THE  IST 

OF  MARCH. — If  the  citizens  of  fhf  ^oi-thern  Confederacy  will 
furnish  me  nith  the  cash,  or  good  securities  for  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000,  /  wi'l  cause  the  lives  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  William 
H.  Seward  and  Andrew  Johnson  to  be  tahn  by  Hie  ist  of  March 
next.  This  IV  II  give  us  peact\  and  satisfy  the  world  that  cruel 
tyrants  cannot  live  in  a  "land  of  liberty  '  If  this  is  hot  ac- 
compbshel,  nothing  will  be  claimed  beyond  the  sum  of  -^50.003, 
in  advance,  whch  is  supposed  t>  b  nece'^sary  to  reach  and 
slaughter  the  three  villains. 

''I  will  give,  myself ,  ^l ,00 J  towards  this  patriotic  purpose. 

''Every  one  wishing  to  contribute  lo  II  address  boxX,Cahawba, 
Ala. 

''Dec.  1,1864." 

Having  completed  the  document  McDonald  read  the  paper 
over  to  Booth  and  then  promi.sed  to  forward  it  to  tl)e   South 
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by  means  of  the  secret  mail   line  which  was  then  running 
through  the  Northern  States. 

"  I  have  dated  it  December  1st,"  said  McDonald,  "  as  I  ex- 
pect by  that  time  it  will  have  reached  the  party  that  is  to 
take  charge  of  the  money,  and  he  will  find  a  good  opportu- 
nity to  have  it  published  in  the  Southern  papers.  Meanwhile 
the  scheme  for  the  capture  of  Lincoln  must  not  be  aban- 
doned, nor  the  plan  to  fire  the  Northern  cities." 

"When  do  you  propose  to  commence  with  that  work?" 
asked  Booth. 

*'  On  the  day  of  General  Election,'*  replied  McDonald. 
"  Under  the  excitement  of  that  event  the  principal  buildings 
can  be  easily  fired.'*'" 

"  Then  will  I  put  my  plan  into  execution"  said  Booth  "  for 
the  capture  of  the  whole  abolition  party  in  Washington  on 
the  same  night ;  then  if  we  can  succeed  in  setting  the  North 
in  a  hlaze  and  carry  off  the  members  of  the  Yankee  Govern- 
ment at  the  same  time,  we  shall  indeed  perform  a  deed 
worthy  to  be  recorded  on  the  rolls  of  fame.  Meanwhile  do 
you  see  to  the  procuring  of  funds  that  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  scheme  I  have  proposed.'' 

Shortly  after  Booth  returned  to  the  States,  and  began  his 
plan  of  operations  in  order  to  carry  out  the  proposed  design 
to  secure  the  person  of  t'je  President  of  the  United  States 
as  a  prisoner  of  war.  After  he  had  left  Canada,  McDonald 
reflected  upon  the  scheme  to  kill  ofl'  the  head  oflicials  at 
Washington  and  although  disliking  the  thoughts  of  an  ordi- 
nary murder  he  viewed  this  matter  as  an  act  of  war  and 
willingly  aided  in  procuring  the  means  to  carry  it  out. 

Thus  were  these  active  enemies  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment protected  from  capture,  under  the  supposition  that 
the}'  were  onl^^  taking  refuge  in  that  Province  as  citiz^^ns 
of  the  insurgent  States  unwilling  to  surrender  to  tlie  recog- 
nized auth  rities,  but  yet  not  desirous  of  taking  any  active 
part  in  the  sanguinary  straggle  then  going  on  in  the  coiintrv; 
consequently  it  was  supposed  their  object  Avhilo  in  Canada 
was  entirely  of  a  pacific  nature  in  act  if  not  in  word  aiid 
thouglit.  But  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  a  friendly 
and  neighboring  State  these  vih^  iniscreants  were  engaging 
liiemseives  in   the  most  fiendish   jjlql^for  the  purpose  of  at- 

*  S«e  KENEDY,  THE  iN(  ENDfARY  SPY  1*1  ice  lO  ceDts.  Advt'rtisem*'nt  vU 
the  cover. 
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tackiiif^  the  Northern  States  aloni^  the  unprotected  frontier 
farllierest  removed  from  the  actual  strife  and  adjoining  the 
territory  of  the  British  in  America.  The  acts  of  irregu- 
lar warfare  in  which  these  men  were  engaged  consisted  of 
piratical  raids,'*'  works  of  incendiarismj  and  so  forth. 

Booth  on  returnimg  to  the  States  began  to  consider  that 
liis  proposed  scheme  to  capture  the  President  might  endan- 
ger his  life,  and  as  he  had  no  idea  of  perishing  without  leav- 
ing behind  him  some  record  of  the  work  in  which  he  was 
engaged — so  as  to  secure  the  immortal  fame  he  had  so  long 
coveted — he  sat  down  and  penned  a  lengthy  letter  which 
was  not  to  bo  opened  until  after  some  great  event  should 
take  place  likely  to  cause  all  his  papers  to  be  perused. 

To  prevent  a  premature  disclosure  of  the  contents  of  the 
document  he  addressed  the  packet  to  himself  and  then,  with 
a  casual  remark  of  no  importance  placed  it  in  the  hands  of 
his  brother-in-law.  The  letter  was  secured  in  a  sealed  en- 
velope with  some  United  States  bonds  and  oil  stocks.  He 
felt  perfectly  certain  that  the  contents  would  be  safe  from 
intrusion  if  all  went  well  and  then  he  could  reclaim  it;  but 
should  any  accident  happen  to  him  it  was  more  than  likely 
the  letter  would  be  opened,  and  the  publication  of  it  would 
accomplish  all  he  desired.  Having  written  the  letter  care- 
fully, he  read  it  over,  then  placed  an  introduction  to  it,  for 
the  benefit  of  whoever  might  open  the  package,  as  an  explan- 
ation why  the  letter  was  without  a  superscription,  and  closed 
up  the  packet  never  more  to  view  its  contents. 

The  letter  in  question  was  thus  worded : 

, ,  1864. 

Afr  Dear  Sir — Yon  may  use  tins  as  jou  think  best.     But  as  some 
ma}'  wish  to  know  wJien,  who  a;id  whi/,  and  as  I  know  not  how   to 
direct,  I  give  it  in  the  (words  of  your  master) 
"  To  icliom  it  may  concei-n  "  .• 

Right  or  wrong,  God  judge  me,  not  man.  For  be  mj  motive  good 
or  bad,  of  one  thing  I  am  sure,  the  lasting  condemnation  of  tiie 
North. 

•  See  BEALL,THE  PIRATE  SPY.     Pfjce  10  cent3.     T.  R.  Dawley,  publisher. 

t  See  BOB.  COBB  ke:jnedy,  the  ixcexdiaey.  Price  10  cents.  T.  R.  Dawltr-y, 
pub  isher 
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I  love  peace  raore  than  life.  Have  loved  the  Union  beyond  ex- 
pression. For  four  years  have  I  waited,  hoped  and  prayed  for  het 
dark  clouds  to  break,  and  for  a  restoration  of  our  former  sunshine. 
To  wait  longer  would  be  a  crime.  All  hope  for  peace  is  dead.  My 
})rayers  have  proved  as  idle  as  my  hopes.  God's  will  be  done.  I  go 
to  see  and  share  the  bitter  end. 

I  have  ever  held  the  South  were  right.  The  very  nomination  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  four  years  ago,  spoke  plainly  war — war  upon 
Southern  rights  and  institutions.  His  election  proved  it.  "Await 
an  overt  act."  Yes,  till  3'ouare  bound  and  plundered.  What  fo  ly  ! 
The  South  were  wise.  Who  thinks  of  argument  or  patience  when 
the  finger  of  his  enemy  presses  on  the  trigger  ?  In  ^foreign  -war,  I 
too,  could  say,  "Country,  right  or  wrong."  But  in  a  struggle  such  as 
ours  (where  the  brother  tries  to  pierce  the  brother's  heart)  for  God's 
sake  choose  the  right.  When  a  country  like  this  spurns  justice 
from  her  side  she  forfeits  the  allegiance  of  every  honest  freeman, 
and  should  leave  him,  untrammelled  by  any  fealty  soever,  to  act  as 
his  conscience  may  approve. 

People  of  the  North,  to  hate  tyranny,  to  love  liberty  and  justice, 
to  strike  at  wrong  and  oppresssion,  was  the  teachings  of  our  fathers. 
The  study  of  our  early  history  will  not  let  me  forget  it,  and  may  it 
never. 

This  country  was  formed  for  the  white,  not  for  the  black  man. 
And,  looking  upon  African  Slavery  from  tha  same  standpoint  held 
by  the  noble  framers  of  our  constitution,  I,  for  one,  have  ever  con- 
sidered it  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  (both  for  themselves  and 
us)  that  God  ever  bestowed  upon  a  favored  nation.  Witness  here- 
tofore our  wealth  and  power  ;  witness  their  elevation  and  enlight- 
ment  above  their  race  elsewhere.  I  have  lived  among  it  most  of 
my  life,  and  have  seen  less  harsh  treatment  from  master  to  man 
than  I  have  beheld  in  the  North  from  father  to  son.  Yet,  Heaven 
knows,  no  one  would  be  willing  to  do  more  for  the  negro  race  than 
I,  could  I  see  a  way  to  still  belter  their  condition. 

But  Lincoln's  policy  is  only  preparing  the  way  for  their  total 
anniliilation.  The  South  are  not  nor  have  they  been  fighting  for  the 
continuance  of  slavery.  Tlie  lirst  battle  of  Bull  Run  did  away  with 
that  idea.  Tiieir  causes  since  for  war  have  been  as  noble  and  greater 
far  than  those  that  urged  our  fathers  on.  Even  should  we  allo\v  they 
were  wrong  at  the  beginning  of  the  contest,  cruelty  and  injustice 
have  the  wrong  become  the  right,  and  they  stand  now  (before  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world)  as  a  noble  band  of  patriotic 
heroes.  Hereafter,  reading  of  their  deeds,  Thermopylas  will  be  for- 
gotten. 

When  I  aided  in  the  capture  and  execution  of  John  Brown  (who 
was  a  murderer  on  our  western  border,  and  who  was  fairly  tried 
and  convicted,  before  an  impartial  judge  and  jury,  of  treason,  and 
who,  by  the  way,  has  since  been  a  god,)  I  was  proud  of  my  little 
share  in  the  transaction,  for  I  deemed  it   my  duty,  and    that   I    was 
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lielping  onr  common  country  to  perform  an  act  of  justice.  But 
wliat  was  a  criino  in  poor  John  Brown  is  now  considered  (by  them- 
selves) as  the  greatest  and  only  virtue  of  the  whole  republican 
party.  Strange  transmigrational.  Vice  to  become  a  vh'iue  siuiply 
because  moi'e  indulge  in  it ! 

I  thought  then  as  now,  ihat  the  aboHtionists  were  the  only  traitors 
in  the  land,  and  that  the  entire  party  deserved  the  same  fate  as  poor 
old  Brown  ;  not  because  they  wish  to  abolish  slavery,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  means  they  have  ever  endeavored  to  use  to  effect  that 
abolition.  If  Brown  were  living  I  doubt  whether  he  himself  \\on\d 
set  slavery  against  theUnon.  Most,  or  many  of  the  North  do,  and 
openly,  ci:rse  the  Union  if  the  South  are  to  return  and  retain  a  s/;2^/e 
i'irjhi  guaranteed  to  them  by  every  tie  which  we  once  revered  as 
sacred.  Tiie  South  can  make  no  choice.  It  is  either  extermination 
or  slavery  for  tiiemselves  (worse  than  death)  to  draw  from.  I  know 
my  choice. 

I  have  also  studied  hard  to  discover  upon  what  grounds  the  right 
of  a  State  has  been  denied,  when  our  very  name,  United  States,  and 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  both  provide  for  secession.  But 
there  is  no  time  for  words.  I  write  in  liaste.  I  know  how  foolish  I 
shall  be  deemed  for  undertaking  such  a  htep  as  this,  where,  on  the 
one  side,  I  have  many  friends  and  everything  to  make  me  happy, 
where  my  profession  alone  has  gahied  me  an  income  of  more  than 
twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  where  my  great  personal  ambi- 
tion in  my  profession  has  such  a  great  lield  for  labor.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  South  have  not  bestowed  upon  me  one  kind  word  ;  a  place 
where  now  I  have  no  friends,  except  beneath  the  sod  ;  a  place  where 
I  must  either  become  a  private  soldier  or  a  beggar.  To  give  up  nil  the 
former  for  the  lattei^  besides  my  mother  and  sisters  whom  I  love  so 
dearly  (although  they  so  vividlj'  differ  with  me  in  opinion,)  seems 
insane  ;  but  God  is  my  judge.  I  love  justice  more  than  I  do  a  coun- 
try that  tlisowns  it ;  more  than  fame  and  wealth;  more  (Heaven 
pardon  me  if  wrong)  than  a  happy  home.  I  have  never  been  upon 
a  battle-held  ;  but  oil!  my  contrymen,  could  you  all  but  s:e  the 
reality  o\-  effects  of  this  horrid  war  as  I  have  seen  them  (in  ever}/ 
AS/a/e  save  Virginia,)  I  know  you  would  think  like  ujc,  and  would 
pray  the  Almighty  to  create  in  Northern  mind  a  sense  of  right  and 
justice — even  should  it  possess  no  seasoning  of  mercy — and  that  He 
would  dry  up  this  sea  of  blood  between  us  which  is  daily  growing 
wider.  Alas  !  poor  country,  is  she  to  meet  her  threatened  doom? 
Four  years  ago  I  would  have  given  a  thousand  lives  to  see  her 
remain — as  I  had  always  known  her — powerful  and  unbroken.  And 
even  now  I  would  bold  my  life  as  naught  to  see  lier  what  she  was. 
Oh  1  my  friends,  if  the  fearful  scenes  of  the  past  four  years  had 
never  been  enacted,  or  if  what  has  been  had  been  but  a  frightful 
dream,  from  which  we  could  not  awake,  with  what  overflowing 
hearts  would  we  bless  our  God  and  pray  for  His  continued  favor. 
How  I  have  loved  the  oldjiag  can  never  now   be    known.      A   few' 
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y'ears  since  and  the  entire  world  could  boast  of  none  so  pure  and 
spotles.  But  I  have  of  1  ite  been  seeing  and  hearing  of  the  hloody 
deeds  of  which  slie  has  been  made  the  emblem,  and  would  shudder 
to  tiiink  how  changed  she  had  grown.  Oh  !  how  I  have  longed  to 
see  her  break  from  the  mist  of  blood  and  death  that  circles  round 
her  folds,  spoiling  her  beauty  and  tarnishing  her  honor.  But  no, 
day  b}'  day  has  she  been  dragged  deeper  and  deeper  into  crueltj'  and 
oppression,  till  nov/ — in  my  eyes — her  once  bright  red  stripes  look 
\'As.Q  bloody  gashes  on  the  fac-^  of  heaven.  I  look  now  upon  my 
early  adra  ration  of  her  glories  as  a  dream.  My  love,  as  tilings  stand 
to-day,  is  for  the  South  alone.  Nor  do  I  deem  it  a  dishonor  in 
attempting  to  make  for  her  a  prisoner  of  tliis  man,  to  whom  she  owes 
so  much  of  her  misery.  If  success  attend  me  I  go  penniless  to  her 
side.  They  say  that  she  has  found  that  "  last  ditch "  which  the 
North  have  so  long  derided  and  been  endeavoring  to  force  her  in, 
forgetting  that  tiiey  are  our  brothers,  and  that  it  is  impolitic  to  goad 
an  enemy  to  madness.  Should  I  reach  her  in  safety,  and  find  it  true, 
I  will  proudly  beg  permission  to  triumph  or  die  in  that  same  "ditch" 
by  her  side. 

A  confederate  doing  duty  upon  his  own  responsibility. 

J.  WILKES  BOOTH. 

"Tiiere,"  said  he,  after  he  had  finished  the  perusal,  "  my 
friend  will  now  know  the  object  I  have  in  attempting"  to 
capture  this  'abolition  tyrant.'  If  it  were  not  for  Ella  I 
would  not  undertake  the  risk  of  merely  capturing  him,  but 
would  without  waiting  for  the  co-operation  of  those  fellows 
in  Canada  make  far  surer  work  ol  the  matter  I'y  placing  him 
out  of  the  way  of  ever  doing  harm  again.  Oh  !  what  thou- 
sands of  lives  would  have  been  saved  had  I  onl3^  been 
successful  at  Baltimore,  during  the  early  part  of  18G1.  in 
turning  over  the  Presidential  train  and  thus  have  destroyed 
the  lives  of  the  whole  of  the  detestable  abolition  part}'. 
But  why  the  chiefs  of  this  incendiary  arrangement  could  not 
let  me  as  well  shoot  as  capture  this  Abe  Lincoln  I  do  not 
know.  It  would  be  far  more  easily  accomplished,  and  he 
would  then  be  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  doing  any  further 
harm.  But  I  must  perform  m^-^  mission  such  as  it  is,  and 
trust  to  luck  for  the  rest." 

So  saying  he  sealed  up  the  package  and  handing  it  over 
to  the  care  of  his  brother-in-law,  as  before  stated,  bade  him 
adieu,  never  more  to  meet  him  again  on  earth,  although 
occasionally  hearing  of  him  ii»  dirferent  parts  of  tlie  ciHintj-y. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

BOOTH  IN  MONTREAL — THE    SCHEME  WORKING. 

The  plot  to  burn  the  city  of  New  York  and  other  Korth- 
ern  towns  failed  throno^h  a  multiplicity  of  causes  and  the 
scheme  to  capture  the  President  also  miscarried, — therefore 
Booth  determined  to  auain  visit  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  preparations  lor  the  more  gigantic  plot  which  he  had 
designed. 

It  was  during  the  early  part  of  the  winter  of  1864  that 
Booth  paid  a  visit  to  the  city  of  Montreal  under  the  pretense 
of  seeding  an  engagement  in  the  theatre  then  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Buckland  ;  but  really  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  Colonel  Thompson,  Larry  McDonald  and  others  of 
that  infamous  class  of  treasonable  plotters  who  were  con- 
ducting their  operations  unmolested  from  the  very  as^'Ium 
in  which  they  had  taken  refuge.* 

While  in  Montreal  he  was  most  profuse  and  reckless  in 
his  expenditure  and  Ella  was  even  worse  than  he,  thus  giv- 
ing to  every  one  the  idea  that  thry  were  wt  althy. 

The  women  of  Montreal  of  course  felt  j(;alous  at  the  style 
and  extravagance  of  dress  which  Booth's  mistress  adopted 
and  many  were  the  remarks  which  were  slyly  made  by  them 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  actor's  pretty  Ella. 

Finding  suc!i  to  bo  the  case,  the  wil}'  woman  started  and 
gave  currency  to  the  numerous  statements  relative  to  Booth's 
extensive  speculations  in  oil  stocks  &c.»  and  further  added 
that  "  with  one  well  which  he  possessed  his  fortune  was  in- 
exhaustible, lor  it  flowed  from  the  earth  in  abundance." 

AVith  such  rumors  afloat  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
but  little  further  notice  was  taken  of  his  wasteful  expendi- 
ture than  to  excite  a  remark  about  the  dfficulty  that  is  re- 
quired to  keep  united  the  circulating  medium  and  persons 
somowhat  bereft  of  their  natural  senses. 

Booth  at  last  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  engagement,  but 
only  for  a  few  nights  as  a  "star".  As  it  was  well  known 
among  the  theatrical  profession  that  he  had,  while  perform- 
ing Richard  to  Tilton's  Richmond,  driven  the  latter  gentle- 
man into  the  orcliestra  during  tlie  combat   scene    of  the  hist 

See  "  Beall,"  *'  Kennedy,"  and  other  works  advertised  on  cover. 
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act,  thereby  causing  a  fracture  of  his  arm  ;  and  also  that  at 
times  be  still  would  become  very  violent  in  his  demonstra- 
tion on  the  stage;  the  leading  stock  actor,  on  hearing  that 
it  was  intended  that  he  should  play  Richmond  to  Booth's 
Richard  thought  that  he  would  like  to  have  his  life  insured 
before  the  night  came.  He  therefore  after  the  rphearsal 
went  up  to  the  violent  representative  of  the  deformed  king 
and  said, 

"  Mr.  Booth,  it  is  well  that  we  come  to  some  understanding 
before  the  curtain  rises,  and  as  we  may  be  too  much  engaged 
by-and-by,  suppose  we  do  so  now." 

"  I  do  not  understand  you  sir,"  remarked  Booth. 

*'  You  soon  will,"  replied  the  other.  "  There  is  not  the 
slightest  reason  or  necessity  for  an  actor  being  hurt  in  a 
stage  combat.  Now,  mark  my  words,  for  I  am  in  earnest, 
if  you  cut  my  fingers  or  even  scratch  my  person  with  your 
sword,  defend  yourself  to  the  utmost  of  your  posver,  for  from 
that  moment  the  combat  will  be  a  real  one." 

He  turned  away  abruptly,  joined  another  actor  of  the  stock 
company  and  left  the  theatre  to  prepare  for  the  night's  enter- 
tainment ;  leaving  Booth  in  a  very  thoughtful  train  of  mind. 

"  You  were  pretty  plain  with  him,"  remarked  the  other. 
**  I  was  surprised  to  hear  yon  talk  so  to  a  man  of  his  egotis- 
tical turn  of  mind  and  high  sounding  name." 

"What  care  I,"  replied  the,  to  be,  representative  of  Rich- 
mond, "  for  his  egotism  or  name?  I  always  respect  a  gen- 
tleman under  any  circumstances  and  treat  him  accordingly  ; 
but  I  have  no  idea  of  having  my  hands  or  face  disfigured  or 
even  scratched  to  illustrate  that  man's  crazy  eccentricity." 

Ella  occupied  a  private  box  at  the  theatre  that  night  in 
company  with  two  noted  aiders  and  abettors  of  the  rebellion, 
with  whom  she  was  at  times  during'  the  evening's  perform- 
ance engaged  in  serious  conversation  concerning  the  wild 
scheme  upon  which  her  protector  seemed  to  be  so  intent,  and 
seemed  to  pay  but  little  attention  to  the  acting  until  the  cur- 
tain rose  upon  the  last  act. 

"  Now,"  said  she,  to  her  companion,  "in  this  scene  you 
will  witness  some  of  John's  mad  enthusiasm.  You  notice 
that  quiet  fellow  who  plays  Richmond  do  you  not  ?  Well ! 
Before  five  minutes  have  passed  he  will  have  to  become 
pretty  lively,  or  John  will  drive  him  off  the  stage.     I  have 
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seen  him  make  even  strong  men  tremble,  before  entering  into 
a  combat  with  him.     Now  look  at  him  closely." 

To  the  disappointment  of  the  enthusiastic  female  Booth 
did  not  exiiibit  his  remarkable  excitement — doubtless  think- 
ing it  wisest  under  the  circumstances  to  refrain  from  any 
manifestation  of  the  kind. 

"  Who  is  this  Bootli?"  asked  one  of  the  rebel  conspirators 
of  his  companion.  "  Do  you  know  anything  of  his  family 
beyond  his  connection  with  the  crazy  English  actor  of  the 
same  name  V 

"No,  not  much,"  replied  the  other;  ''except  that  he  is 
said  to  be  a  descendant  of  the  famous  Cavalier  agitator.  John 
Wilkes,  who  created  such  an  excitement  in  England  during 
the  time  of  James  II." 

♦'  Indeed  !"  exclaimed  the  first.  'Then  if  he  possesses  one 
drop  of  the  blood  of  that  famous  Jacobin,  he  will  be  just  the 
man  to  carry  out  the  scheme  which  he  proposes  without  fear 
of  the  consequences." 

"But  has  the  money  arrived  ?"  asked  his  companion. 

"  No,"  replied  the  other  ;  '*  not  yet.  But  I  have  received 
positive  information  from  New  York,  that  it  will  be  and  is 
being  raised,  and  the  republication  in  that  city,  of  the  adver- 
tisement, which  Larry  sent  to  be  inserted  in  the  Southern 
papers,  has  raised  for  us  already  full  fifty  thousand  dollars 
among  sympathizers  and  friends  North  of  the  Potomac.  The 
enterprise  of  those  New  York  journalists  have  done  more 
to  assist  the  cause  during  the  war  than  all  their  vituperations 
have  injured  it.  Only  fancy  a  '  loyal  newspaper'  advertising 
gratuitously  for  funds  to  help  us  in  kil'ing  ofl'  their  vagabond 
leaders.  Sharp  as  they  appear  to  be  they  are  as  blind  as  a 
three  day  old  kitten.  Within  three  days  after  the  republi- 
cation of  that  advertisement,  our  friends  in  Wall  Street  sent 
us  all  the  profits  they  had  made  in  their  gold  operations  for  a 
week,  and  it  was  no  small  sum  either." 

At  this  moment  Ella  turned  round  and  broke  in  upon  their 
conversation,  saying, 

'*  Come,  gentlemen,  the  play  is  over.  May  we  have  the 
honor  and  pleasure  of  your  company  this  evening  at  the  hotel 
where  we  are  stopping  ?" 

"Certainly,"  replied  they  without  hesitation.  "We  have 
something  to  talk  about  to  Booth  that  may  require  his 
prompt  and  immediate  attention.     We'll  both  be  there." 
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«*  We  shall  then  expect  you,"  responded  Ella. 

Then  rising  from  her  seat,  she  added, 

"  You  will  excuse  me  now,  I  know,  as  I  wish  to  go  behind 
the  scenes." 

•'  Shall  we  escort  you  home,"  asked  one  in  a  gallant  man- 
ner.    "  We  are  both  at  your  service." 

*•  Thank  you,"  replied  Ella  ;  but  as  I  have  promised  to  re- 
turn with  Mr.  Booth,  30U  will  pray  excuse  me." 

Then  with  a  very  friendly,  yet  at  the  same  time  formal  sa- 
lute, she  left  the  box  and  proceeded  to  the  stage,  where  she 
was  raet  by  her  gay  and  reckless  companion, who  handed  her 
to  a  carriage  that  was  waiting  by  the  stage  door. 

During  the  remainder  of  that  evening-,  or  rather  until  after 
midnight,  the  two  persons  who  had,  with  Ella,  occupied  the 
box,  and  a  few  others  of  the  same  tendency  of  feeling,  assis- 
ted Booth  to  dispose  of  sundry  glasses  of  punch,  and  made 
themseh^es   very  comfortable  in  a  general  way. 

'*  How  goes  on  our  scheme,"  asked  Booth,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  entertainment.  "  Remember  my  heart  is  in  this 
matter,  and  I  intend  to  stake  every  thing  on  its  succes." 

"  Where  do  you  intend  to  carry  it  out  ?"  inquired  the  prin- 
cipal one  of  the  party. 

"That  must  dopend  on  circumstances,"  said  Booth.  *'I 
shall  watch  my  opportunity,  and  when  I  know  you  are  ready 
shall  set  about  regulating  my  part  of  the  work." 

"  We  are  ready  now,"  asserted  the  principal  conspirator 
"  The  money  is  in  our  hands  ;  at  least  that  portion  which 
you  required  at  the  starting  point.  You  can  draw  upon  us 
for  au}^  sum  you  want  for  present  expenses,  and  do  not  spare 
it  as  long  as  you  accomplish  the  work.  Perhaps  you  had 
better  take  a  little,  and  pay  a  visit  to  your  intended  scene  of 
operations  for  it  will  require  a  littlo  time  for  preparation. 
Besides  you  have  to  seek  out  those  who  are  to  assist  in  the 
great  tragedy.     Have  you  chosen  any  yet  ?" 

"  Not  actually  chosen  them,"  said  Booth  :  *'  but  I  have  se- 
lected two  who  are  to  assist  me  in  various  ways.  Perhaps 
for  the  present  it  may  be  as  well  that  their  names  are  not 
mentioned  ;  for  walls  have  ears." 

"  Fear  not,"  said  the  arch  tempter.  "  I  know  all  who  are 
present,  and  have  taken  good  care  to  place  one  of  our  trusty 
men  in  the  corridor  to  prevent  eaves-dropping.  Although 
apparently  lounging  about  with    no    apparent  purpose,  he 
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keeps  his  e^^e  on  the  door  of  this  room,  and  the  slightest  at- 
tempt of  ail}'  one  to  stop  at  it,  would  cause  our  sentinel  to 
advance  and  g:\ve  us  a  summons  as  if  he  were  desirous  of 
joining  us.     Therefore  you  need  not  fear." 

As  the  room  was  on  the  principal  corridor,  overlooking  the 
main  entrance,  the  fact  of  any  one  particular  person  loung- 
ing ahout  would  of  course  attract  no  attention  among  so 
man}',  especially  just  after  the  close  of  the  tlieatre  ;  therefore 
the  sentinel  of  the  conspirators  could  do  his  duty  without  ex- 
citing the  slightest  suspicion. 

Of  course  numerous  persons  were  passing  through  the  cor- 
ridor at  that  particular  time  ;  but  as  the  walls  and  partitions 
of  the  parloi  in  which  the  party  sat,  kept  in  all  t:ie  sound, 
and  as  the  windows  looked  only  upon  the  street  no  one  could 
hear  what  had  passed  within  unless  by  listening  at  the  door. 
The  passers-by  along  the  corridor  being  generally  intent 
upon  their  own  business,  and  therefore  moving  quickly 
either  to  or  from  their  rooms,  did  not  stop  for  one  moment ; 
and  loungers  were  looked  afier  by  the  sentinel.  Then  all 
was  secure. 

"  All  right,"  said  Booth.  *'  T  have  no  fear,  if  you  feel  sa- 
tisfied ;  but  discretion  is  a  good  quality  to  exercise  in  a  mat- 
ter like  this." 

*' I  agree  with  you,"  responded  the  other — He  then  in- 
quired— "  What  part  do  you  intend  taking  ?" 

"The  leading  one,"  asserted  Booth;  "none  other  would 
satisfy  me.  I  do  not  perform  in  second  rate  characters,  even 
on  the  mimic  stage  ;  and  as  1  intend  to  make  my  fame  in 
this  new  tragedy  the  leading  part  must  be  mine.  If  King 
Hal  falls,  I  will  only  play  Richard." 

He  then  recited  Shakspearc's  lines  referring  to  that  partic- 
ular scene  in  the  tragedy  of  the  bloodthirsty  English  king. 

"Fame  is  my  ambition,  my  idol, 'exclaimed  Booth,  "and 
win  it  I  will,  no  matter  at  what  cost,  even  if  it  must  be  blood. 
Ye^,  blood,  lago,  blood.'  You  know  my  mind  now  fully,  and 
nothing  shall  turn  me  from  my  purpose." 

There  are  main'  other  sych  natures,  and  the  fermentation 
of  war  and  revolution  gives  them  birth  and  nourish- 
ment. They  do  not  see  that  the  blood  they  shed  springs 
again  from  the  ground  in  fearful  retribution.  They  do  not 
appear  to  understand  that  by  such  acts  they  only  strengthen 
the  cause  they  strike  at,  and  injure  as  well  as  stain  that  with 
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which  they  are  identified.  If  successful  they  only  invoke 
fearful  reprisals  upon  their  compatriots  ;  but,  then,  when  was 
it  ever  known  that  murder  reasoned  rig-htly  ?  The  response 
of  Cain  to  the  Creator  showed  how  guilt  had  weakened  the 
intellect  that  the  thrist  for  blood  had  first  clouded.  And  even 
wlien  the  long-sought-for  fame,  or  rather  infamy,  is  acquired, 
can  they  ever  hope  to  gain  peace  of  mind,  or  find  rest  ex- 
cept in  death  ?  No.  Should  they  escape  justice,  which 
must  always  be  on  their  track,  in  some  form  or  other,  they 
still  dread  its  power  and  finally  find  a  refuge  from  their  pur- 
suers by  suicide. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE  PLOT  POSTPONED BOOTH'S  OPERVTIONS. 

Booth  shortly  after  left  Canada  for  Baltimore  where  he 
found  several  of  his  former  companions  belonging  to  the  in- 
famous K.  G.  Circle  ;  and  although  by  this  time  the  power  of 
the  organization  was  to  a  great  extent  crippled  still  it  yet 
existed  and  the  members  often  met,  in  small  numbers,  at 
places  remote  from  observation.  The  military  occupation  of 
the  city  and  parts  of  the  State,  prevented  that  free  inter- 
course between  the  members  that  had  formerly  existed  ;  but 
n  otwithstanding  this  fact  the  circle  although  be.t  and  greatly 
put  out  of  shape  was  not  entirely  severed.  It  still  preserved 
its  entirety.  Even  though  many  of  the  so  called  loyal  men 
of  Maryland  could  be  traced  to  the  ramifications  of  the  trea- 
sonable brotherhood,  and  by  that  means  the  rebel  secret 
mail  line  which  had  dified  the  National  Government  entirely 
to  suppress  was  successfully  kept  up. 

While  seeking  to  find  assistance  to  aid  him  in  his  contem- 
plated work  it  became  necessary  to  place  some  confidence  in 
the  members  of  the  order,  and  in  many  cases  it  was  to  some 
extent  misplaced,  as  those  who  knew  of  the  facts  could  occa- 
sionally hint  to  rebel  sj-mpathizers  that  some  gigantic  scheme 
was  afloat  *  to  aid  the  cause,  and  they  would  repeat  it  to 
others. 

The  agents  of  the  rebellion  were  very  busy  about  New 
Year,  of  1865  in  raising  money  for  the  purpose  with  which 
Booth  was  identified,  and  one  of  them  stated  to  a  well  known 
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secessionist  that  the  funds  thus  raised  was  to  be  applied  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  person  dead  or  alive  of  Presi'lent 
Lineohi.  Of  course  the  well-wisher  of  treason  willingly  con- 
tributed towards  that  object. 

Overjcyed  at  the  prosj^ect  then  held  out  the  soidisant  loyal 
man,  hut  secret  rebel,  must  needs  talk  about  it  to  others  of 
the  same  feelings  as  himselt. 

The  lunds  fur  the  first  expense  were  raised  ;  the  accom- 
plices secured,  and  everything  in  readiness  for  the  work  to 
commence  at  the  proposed  time,  viz  March  1  ;  when  it  wasdis- 
covered  that  in  consequence  of  extra  ]jrecautions  it  would  be 
necessary  to  postpone  the  intended  scheme,  as  it  was  impos- 
sible, by  reason  of  the  seclusion  of  the  President,  to  reach 
him,  and  unless  he  became  a  victim  everything  else  would 
be  valueless. 

Even  the  daily  journals  were  crying  out  about  the  difficulty 
that  existed  in  obtaining  an  interview  with  the  President  du- 
ring the  sitting  of  Congress,  and  stated  tliat  he  was  invest- 
ing himself  with  the  honors  of  a  king. 

Wliile  some  blamed  him  for  this  exclusiveness,  others  as- 
serted tliat  it  arose  from  his  desire  to  escape  from  the  incess- 
ant persecuting  petitions  of  aspirants  to  otEce.  This  reason 
seemed  to  be  a  plausible  one  and  was  accepted  by  the  coun- 
try as  the  truth  ;  although  the  plotters  knew  full  well  that  it 
arose  from  no  such  cause,  but  from  a  precaution  to  prevent 
the  accomplishment  of  that  work  which  was  intimated  in  the 
advertisements  that  had  appeared  in  the  southern  jour- 
nals. 

The  1st  of  March  arrived,  the  President  was  still  alive, 
and  preparations  were  being  made  for  the  inauguration. 
In  a  Maryland  store  on  thatdaj^  this  fact  was  being  talked 
over  between  the  secret  rebel  proprietor  and  one  of  his 
secession  customers  when  tiie  following  colloquy  arose  : — 

"When  I  subscribed  to  that  fund,"  said  the  customer, 
*'  5'ou  asserted  that  it  would  be  carried  out  before  this  day, 
and  3'et  he  still  lives." 

"Hush!"  exclaimed  the  store-keeper,  glancing  toward 
the  clerk,  who  although  apparentl}^  busy  with  his  duties 
was  an  eager  listener  to  the  conversation. 

"  You  collected  my  money,"  said  the  customer,  not  no- 
ticing the  warning  glance,  even  if  he  saw  it,  "  and  I  ex- 
pected a  return.     My  family  has  lost  enough  by  the  dos- 
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potic  tyranny  of  Abe  Lincoln   during  the  past  four  years, 

and  yet  in  spite  of  all  your  finely  concocted  schemes  wo 
are  to  have  four  more  years  of  it.  It  should  have  been 
done  before  this,  or  it  will  be  useless." 

"  Caution,"  whispered  the  store-keeper;  but  in  spite  of 
the  \vhi:^per  the  clerk  overheard  the  words  t  lat  fo. lowed. 
"  Tlie  first  sum  was  not  enough,  as  the  funds  raised  in  the 
South  could  not  reach  us  in  consequence  of  the  holders  of 
gold  not  selling  for  Confederate  notes  ;  besides  which  the 
stringency  of  the  blockade,  Sherman's  0)>erations  losing 
to  us  Savannah  and  Charleston,  and  that  Yankee  Lawyer 
Terry  having  taken  from  us  Wilmington — the  little  gold 
that  was  secure  I  by  our  friends  there  could  not  be  got  out 
of  the  Confederacy." 

"  But  a  million  of  dollars  was  called  for,"  said  the  ex- 
cited secessionist.  "Surely  some  of  it  might  have  been 
brought  through." 

"  What  is  a  million  after  all?"  asked  the  store-keeper. 
"  It  takes  nearly  fifty  Confederate  dollars  to  buy  one  in 
gold  when  purcl^asable;  therefore  if  the  whole  sum  was 
raised  it  would  only  have  been  twenty  thousand  dollars 
after  all." 

'•I  did  not  think  of  that,"  remarked  the  customer 
thoughtfully.  "  But  then  what  wo  raised  was  a  very  good 
sum.'' 

"  Granted,"  asserted  the  store-keeper;  "  but  it  was  not 
enough.  Now  I  will  tell  you  a  secret.  One  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  gold,  or  its  eqivalent,  are  being  raised 
to  secure  the  assassination,  not  capture,  of  Lincoln.  The 
man  who  is  to  perform  the  deed,  and  he  will  do  it  to,  is  to 
receive  fifty  thousand  dollars  before  he  strikes  the  blow, 
and  the  balance  immediately  after  it  is  done." 

"But  when  is  it  to  be  accomplished?"  asked  the  cus- 
tomer. 

"Before  the  next  anniversary^  of  our  victory  in  Charles- 
ton Harbor,  or  rather  the  day  when  the  first  shot  was 
fired  for  freedom." 

"That  is  the  12th  of  April  ?"  was  the  customer's  inter- 
rogative remark. 

^' Yes,"  replied  the  storekeeper.  "  Nov/  change  the  sub- 
ject. The  money  will  be  raised  and  the  work  fully  carried 
out.     You  may  depend  upon  what  I  say." 
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*'  Where  is  the  money  to  be  banded  over?'*  asked  the 
other,  eagerly. 

"  In  Prince  George  County,"  was  the  reply.  '*]^ow  not 
another  word  about  it." 

The  conversation  was  accordingly  changed. 

*'  I've  heard  enough,"  thought  the  clerk.  "  Now  let  him 
discharge  me  if  he  dares." 

Booth  finding  that  his  opportunity  could  not  be  found, 
and  receiving  a  warning  not  to  make  the  attempt  so  soon, 
after  playing  for  a  benefit  at  Ford's  Theatre  in  Washing- 
ton and  witnessing  the  inauguration  of  both  Lincoln  and 
Johnson,  determined  once  more  to  return  to  Canada, 
leaving  Ella  in  the  National  Capital  at  the  residence  of  her 
sister.  Before  he  took  his  dejiarture  £lla  cautioned  him 
to  be  careful,  and  above  all  things  not  to  get  into  the  com- 
pany of  any  women. 

The  actor  teased  her  upon  the  exhibition  of  jealousy 
which  she  manifested  ;  but  the  reply  returned  was  that 
consideration  for  him  only  was  the  cause  for  her  remark, 
as  he  might  be  induced  to  betray  himself  and  his  object, 
should  he  be  led  into  female  company  after  partaking  too 
freely  of  intoxicating  liquors.  To  this  Booth  promised 
caution  and  constancy;  then  took  his  leave  of  her. 

Previous  to  his  departure  from  the  cit}^  he  left  instruc- 
tions with  his  accomplices  to  prepare  everything  for 
action  at  a  moment's  notice  ;  as  there  was  no  knowing 
what  circumstance  might  arise  to  cause  a  prompt  mode  of 
procedure  on  their  part.  His  friends  were  also  requested 
to  arrange  every  means  for  a  final  escape,  to  have  relays 
ready  at  several  points  along  the  eastern  shore,  and  a  boat 
at  a  ])roper  point  w^here  he  could  cross  the  Potomac  into 
Virginia.  The  relays  were  to  be  continued  along  the 
route  as  far  us  practical  and  to  be  at  places  that  would 
excite  no  suspicion. 

Booth  then  visited  Canada,  saw  his  agents  and  then  re- 
turned to  Washington  where  upon  his  being  asked  whe- 
ther or  not  he  felt  very  desirous  to  secure  an  engagement 
at  one  of  the  theatres,  he  replied  in  the  negative  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  netted  between  sixty  and  seventy 
tnousand  dollars  by  oil  speculations.  He  continued  to 
spend  his  money  recklessly ;    and  in  reply  to  a  remark  on 
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tbe  subject  said  that  as  he  had  made  his  money  easily  it 
should  be  spent  freely  while  it  remained. 

At  last  he  determined  on  a  plan  of  operation,  to  be  car- 
ried out  the  next  night,  when  to  his  chagrin  he  found  that 
President  Lincoln  had  gone  to  City  Point  on  a  visit  to 
General  Grant. 

"  Confusion,"  said  he,  to  one  of  his  accomplices,  *' ano- 
ther chance  lost.  It  is  no  use  attempting  our  scheme  in 
that  place,  even  supposing  it  possible  to  get  a  pass.  You 
had  better  sell  those  horses  to  the  government,  and  trust 
to  good  fortune  to  procure  others  at  the  proper  time.  If 
we  keep  them  here,  they  will  be  too  well  known  and  lead 
to  our  detention  at  a  time  when  every  moment  will  be  of 
value.     Ella  and  I  are  going  to  !N'ew  York." 

Isext  morning  a  man  representing  himself  as  a  mer- 
chant of  Brigantown,  Charles  County,  Mar3'land.  went  to 
the  stables  of  Thompson  ]N"aylor  on  E  street,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selling  a  stallion  and  a  brown  horse,  blind  in  one 
eye.  He  stated  that  he  had  tried  several  times  to  sell  the 
horses  to  the  government,  but  without  success,  and  now 
wished  to  get  rid  of  them  if  possible. 

After  several  days  had  been  employed  the  supposed 
merchant  sold  the  stallion  to  a  stage  contractor,  and  sub- 
sequently disposed  of  his  brown  horse.  He  then  continued 
to  visit  Mr.  IS'aylor's  stables,  sometimes  on  the  plea  of 
hiring  horses,  at  other  times  for  the  sake  of  conversation 
with  the  proj^jrietor  and  emplojrees. 

During  one  of  these  visits  the  merchant  asked  whether 
he  could  have  a  horse,  if  necessarj',  at  a  few  minutes  no- 
tice, as  he  hoped  to  get  a  pass  to  visit  the  fortifications 
and  tlie  countr}'  round,  and  if  he  did  so  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  use  all  the  speed  possible — the  passes  generally 
being  for  but  a  limited  period,  allowing  no  time  to  spare 
for  hunting  up  animals  and  so  forth.  To  this  inquiry  he 
received  an  answer  that  as  a  general  thing  he  would  be 
able  to  do  so;  but  it  would  be  as  well  to  give  him  a  few 
hours'  notice. 

Meanwhile  Booth  and  Ella  started  for  New  York  where 
i  hey  heard  of  the  capture  of  Richmond  and  the  flight  of 
Lee's  army.  I^ot  being  able  to  restrain  his  feelings  they 
took  the  Providence  boat  and  after  a  fair  trip  arrived  ij). 
that  city  on  the  morning  of  A2:)ril  5th.     They  then  put  up 
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at   the  Aquidneck    House,  registering  themselves   as  "J. 
Wilkes  Booth  and  lad3^" 

When  Booth  saw  the  dispatches  which  appeared  in  tlie 
daily  journals  with  the  name  of  "A.  Lincoln"  attached  to 
them,  he  vented  his  annoyance  in  very  expressive  terms, 
not  at  all  complimentary  to  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  re- 
gretted that  he  had  been  unsuccessful  in  not  carrying  out 
his  proposed  scheme. 

That  afternoon  he  took  his  departure  for  Boston  where 
he  learned  that  the  President  had  gone  on  to  Richmond. 
With  great  bitterness  he  cursed  him  as  a  "  cowardly  ty- 
rant who  having  by  mere  force  of  numbers  reduced  a 
down-trodden  and  oppressed  people  worse  than  slavery 
chose  then  to  visit  the  place  of  his  rascality  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gloating  over  the  misery  which  he  had  caused :  to 
march  into  the  ruined  capital  ol  those  who  had  been  fighting 
only  for  their  independence,  and  triumph  over  their  down- 
fall." 

Ella  cautioned  him  to  be  more  careful  in  his  remarks; 
but  he  only  replied  that  '*  the  man  who  would  slay  such  a 
tj'rant  would  win  immortal  fame." 

"  It  would  be  useless  now  to  kill  him,"  remarked  Ella. 
''  The  game  of  the  South  has  fallen  through,  and  they  have 
thrown  up  tiieir  hand." 

"But  my  work  is  not  done,"  asserted  Booth.  '^  I  am 
full}'  resolved  upon  accomplishing  my  original  purpose." 

"  Upon  reflection,"  said  Ella,  "  I  am  sure  3'ou  will  give 
it  up.  It  Avill  only  be  running  a  needless  risk,  and  for  no 
good  result.  Now  be  persuaded  by  me.  Let  the  others 
do  as  they  please  ;  but  do  you  give  up  your  share  in  tha 
transaction." 

"  But  I  have  taken  their  money,"  contended  Booth, 
"  and  will  not  now  back  out  if  the  opportunity  only 
serves.  Would  I  were  in  Richmond  now  he  should  never 
again  see  the  inside  of  the  White  House." 

The  next  day  the  actor  visited  the  shooting  gallery  of 
Messrs.  Floj'd  and  Edwards  in  Chapman  Place,  opposite 
the  Parker  House,  and  began  practising  with  tlie  jnstol. 
He  fired  the  weapon  in  several  strange  positions,  such  as 
under  his  leg,  behind  his  neck,  and  so  forth,  and  acquired 
an  expertness  seldom  witnessed  even  in  that  gallery. 

During  his  stay  in  Boston  he  was  a  frequent  visitor  at 
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the  gallery,  and  rarely  fired  in  a  straightforward  manner 
— ahvnys  choosing  some  position  in  which  to  ordinary  men 
it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  shear  impossibility  to  have 
taken  a  correct  aim. 

To  an  inquiry  of  a  looker-on  as  to  the  reason  of  such 
curious  practice  he  replied,  carelessly,  that  it  was  merely 
ibr  stage  effect,  and  he  being  well  known  as  an  actor  the 
answer  seemed  a  plausible  one. 

Booth  was  still  in  Boston  when  the  news  reached  that 
city,  on  April  10th,  that  President  Lincoln  had  on  the 
previous  day  returned  to  Washington.  On  that  day  he 
therefore  stayed  longer  at  the  gallery  and  was  the  more 
precise  in  his  firing,  never  appearing  to  feel  satisfied  unless 
hitting  the  bulls-eye  with  every  attempt,  no  matter  how 
difficult  the  position  or  unusual  the  attitude. 

During  these  occupations  Booth  never  engaged  in  any 
politicar'discussions,  but  seemed  intent  upon  his  operations 
with  the  pistols.  He  rarely  spoke  at  all ;  but  when  he  did 
it  was  generally  upon  ordinary  every  day  topics,  always 
avoiding  everything  that  bad  a  tendency  to  draw  him  into 
an  excitable  kind  of  conversation. 

That  evening  he  left  by  the  through  express  train  for 
New  York  thence  to  Washington,  having  telegraphed  in  a 
simple  manner  that  he  was  en  route. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  David  Harold  a  young 
man  then  resident  in  Washington  was  seen  moving  anx- 
iously' about  that  cit}^  going  from  one  hotel  to  another. 
Upon  ascending  the  steps  of  the  Metropolitan  Hotel  he 
asked  a  friend  of  his,  whom  he  had  seen  there,  whether  or 
not  he  had  seen  Booth. 

'^  Booth  r  queried  the  friend.     "  What  Booth  ?" 

"Wilkes  Booth,"  replied  Harold. 

"  No,"  was  the  friend's  answer.  "  What  do  you  want 
with  him  ?" 

"  Oh  !  nothing  very  particular,"  said  Harold  evasively. 
"He  promised  to  introduce  me  to  some  young  lady  ac- 
quaintance of  his,  that's  all,  and  I  wished  to  find  him  for 
that  purpose." 

Shortl}'  after  Harold  found  Booth,  and  together  they 
went  into  the  house  of  one  of  the  noted  secessionists,  then 
resident  in  Washington,  to  consult  upon  the  best  means  to 
be  adopted  lor  the  furtherance  of  their  schemes  and  the 
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carrying  out  of  the  project  which  was  the  dearest  wish 
of  the  tragediiin's  heart  and  the  highest  hope  of  his  am- 
bition. 

Several  of  the  clique,  who  had  resolved  upon  the  des- 
perate scheme,  were  present  at  the  house,  and  after  they 
had  conver.>3ed  for  some  time  Booth  said, 

"  We  all  ought  to  take  a  part  in  this  matter,  of  equal 
risk.  My  object  is  the  President;  consequently  each  of 
3'ou  should  select  some  other  leading  man,  and  be  the 
means  of  putting  him  out  of  the  way." 

'•  You  are  right.  Booth,"  said  one,  *•  and  when  you  are 
ready,  my  aim  shall  be  at  Bill  Seward.  I  have  a  personal 
as  well  as  national  cause  of  enmity  against  that  man," 

The  others  were  silent  and  seemed  inclined  to  back  out 
of  the  afJiiir,  whereupon  the  owner  of  the  house  said, 

"When  the  time  comes,  several  others  besides  those  you 
know  about  shall  be  taken  low,  and  removed  from  the 
high  seat  of  power  they  now  hold.  Let  me  learn  when 
you  are  ready,  and  co-operation  shall  not  be  wanting." 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  PRELUDE  TO  THE  TRAGEDY. 

It  was  announced  that  the  city  of  Washington  was  to  be 
in  a  blaze  of  li^ht  on  the  evening  of  April  13,  1865,  as  it 
was  the  intention  to  illuminate  all  the  public  and  otJier  build- 
ings in  honor  of  the  grand  victories  of  General  Grant  over 
Lee,  and  the  surrender  of  the  latter  and  his  whole  command  to 
the  hero  of  Fort  Donelson,  Vicksburg  and  Chattanooga. 

Booth  while  walking  through  the  city  calledat  Grover's 
Theatre  and  asked  if  it  was  the  intention  to  illuminate  that 
night,  but  received  a  reply  in  the  negative  as  the  14th  was 
consiaered    at  that  house  the  right  night  for  the  display. 

"  That  is  correct,"  said  Booth.  "  Why  don't  you  get  up 
something  good  and  invite  the  President  and  Cabinet?" 

The  theatrical  oflicial  said  it  was  a  good  idea  and  he  would 
think  about  it. 

Evening  came  and  with  it  a  glorious  blaze  of  light  indeed. 
Among  some  of  the  most  brilliantly  illuminated  buildings 
-^as  Ford's  Theatre  and  Booth  as  he   walked   tlirough  the 
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city,  with  anything  but  agreeable  feelings,  gazed  for  a  few 
moments  upon  the  front  of  the  edifice  a<"ter  which  he  stepped 
into  the  theatre  where  he  learned  that  it  was  the  iutentiou 
for  the  President  and  General  Grant,  with  all  the  members 
of  the  cabinet,  that  could  spare  the  time,  to  visit  that  place 
of  entertainment  the  next  night  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
the  play  of  the  "American  Cousin." 

After  waiting  long  enough  to  do  away  with  any  impres- 
sion that  the  information  just  given  was  the  cause  of  his 
sudden  withdrawal.  Booth  left  the  theatre,  made  his  way  to 
the  house  of  the  secessionist,  where  the  meeting  had  been 
held  on  the  prpvious  evening  and  said  he  was  now  quite 
ready  as  the  President  intended  visiting  Ford's  Theatre  the 
next  evening.  He  then  announced  his  perfect  willingness  to 
perform  his  part  of  the  work  and  stated  he  should  be  on  ha -d 
the  next  evening  providing  the  others  were  to  be  ready  to  do 
their  allotted  portion  of  the  work. 

Booth,  having  obtained  a  satisfactory  reply  returned  to 
his  hotel ;  in  a  few  moments  afterwards  a  man  of  genteel  ap- 
pearance left  the  house  of  the  secessionist  and  took  a  room 
at  Kirkw. od's  Hotel  where  Vice-President  Johnson  then 
boraded.  Other  men  were  seen  moving  in  different  direc- 
tions, and  disappearing  amid  the  crowd  who  were  inspecting 
the  illuminations. 

Friday,  April  14th,  was  a  busy  day  among  the  parties 
connected  with  the  villainous  scheme.  The  one  v/ho  had 
hired  the  room  at  Kirk  wood's  Hotel  was  engaged  in  making 
inquiries-  about  the  room  of  Mr.  Johnson,  his  whereabouts 
and  habits  ;  but  onlj'  managed  to  gain  such  superficial  in- 
formation that  was  of  but  little  value. 

Booth  having  seen  that  everything  was  in  working  order 
and  that  all  his  assistants  were  at  their  proper  posts,  went 
to  Weleker's  Restaurant,  one  of  the  principal  establishments 
in  the  city,  where  he  dined.  He  then  returned  to  his  hotel — 
the  National — when  his  extraordinary  paleness  and  nerv- 
ousness attracted  the  attention  cf  the  clerk. 

Stepping  up  to  the  clerk  the  actor  asked  for  a  sheet  of  pa- 
per and  an  envelope,  which  were  handed  to  him,  and  he  com- 
men  ed  to  write  at  the  public  counter.  Finding  that  his  at- 
tention was  being  distracted  by  the  number  of  persons  mov- 
ing back  and  forth  at  the  counter,  he  requested  to  be  allowed 
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to  write   at  one  of  the   private  desks  and    the   request  was 
promptly  acceded  to. 

Booth  then  commenced  the  superscription  of  the  letter, 
sayiiio;  first  to  the  clerk, 

V  What  year  is  this,  Mr.  Merritt  ?     Is  it  1864  or  1865  ?" 

"Wiiy,  man  alive  !"  inquired  the  clerk,  *' don't  you  know 
the  .year  yon  live  in  ?" 

Not  caring  to  make  a  second  inquiry  Booth  went  on  writ- 
ing the  following  letter  : — 

AprU  14,--2.P.  M. 

DEAREST    MOTHER  ! 

1  know  you  expect  a  letter  from  me,  and  am  sure  3'ou  will 
hardly  forgive  me.  But  indeed  I  have  had  nothing  to  write 
about.  Everything  is  dull ;  that  is,  has  been  until  last  night 
(The  illumination.)  Everything  was  bright  and  splendid. 
More  so  in  my  eyes  if  it  had  been  a  disi)la3^  in  a  noble  cause. 
But  so  goes  the  world.  Might  makes  right.  I  only  drop 
these  few  lines  to  you  to  let  you  know  I  am  well,  and  to  say  I 
have  not  heard  from  you.  Excuse  brevity  ;  I  am  in  hasto 
Had  one  from  Eose.     With  best  love  to  you  all 

I  am  your  affectionate  son, 

Ever 
John. 

Having  finished  the  letter  and  addressed  it  to  his  mother 
he  placed  it  in  the  mail  box  and  went  up  to  his  room. 

As  Booth  was  walking  along  the  avenue  towards  Kirk- 
wood's  he  was  accosted  by  a  noted  journalist  of  that  city 
who  inquired  after  his  health  and  prospects.  The  actor  in 
reply  stated  that  a  number  of  Canadian  theatrical  managers 
were  desirous  of  engaging  him  for  the  season.  He  also 
stated  that  he  had  lost  about  six  thousand  dollars  in  oil  by 
the  recent  floods  in  Oil  City.  During  the  conversation  he 
appeared  nervous  and  abstracted  as  if  anxiously  engaged  in 
tl  ought. 

Booth  then  strolled  along  the  avenue  to  Kirkwood's  hotel 
and  sent  in  to  Vice-President  Johnson  his  card,  upon  which 
was  written 

*'  I  do  not  wish  to  disturb  you.     Are  you  in  ? 

J.  Wilkes  Booth.^' 
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While  the  boy  was  absent  with  the  card  Booth  walked  to 
the  front  door  where  he  was  accosted  by  a  friend  of  his  ac- 
quaintance who  remarked  the  peculiarly  pale  and  sad  look  of 
his  features. 

"  What  makes  you  so  gloomy  ?"  asked  the  friend  in  a  some- 
what jestinoc  tone  of  voice.  "Have  you  lost  another  thou- 
sand in  oil?" 

"  I  have  been  hard  at  work,  all  day,"  replied  Booth,  "and 
am  nearly  worn  out.  I  am  about  to  leave  Washington  never 
to  return." 

The  hotel  boy  at  this  moment  came  out  and  said  to  Booth, 

"  Yes,  he  is  in  his  room." 

Supposing  Booth  would  re-enter  the  hotel  the  gentleman 
passed  on  and  thought  no  more  about  the  circumstance. 

*'  Confusion,"  muttered  Booth,  "  why  did  he  not  write  a 
reply.  I  could  have  made  a  good  use  of  his  written  re- 
sponse, even  if  only  a  few  words." 

Booth  then  returned  to  his  own  hotel  and  remained  in  his 
room  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  ;  but  his  agents  were 
busily  at  work.  Harold  and  xltzerot  went  to  the  stables  of 
Thompson  Naylor  and  the  former  hired  a  war  pacing  horse. 
Shortly  after  the  latter  reappeared  with  a  ba}'  horse,  which 
he  left,  telling  the  hostler  to  have  it  ready  for  him  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  Several  others  were  engaged  in  cer- 
tain movements  all  tending  towards  the  one   great  climax. 

About  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  Booth  came  down  from 
his  room  and  handed  his  key  to  the  clerk  on  duty.  Notic- 
ing an  unusual  paleness  and,  almost  marble-like  appearance 
of  his  face,  the  official  inquired, 

"  Mr.  Booth,  are  you    ill?' 

"  No,"  replied  he,  quickly.  Then  he  asked,  "are  you  going 
to  Ford's  Theatre  to-night. 

"No,"  was  the  clerks  answer. 

"  You  ought  to  go,"  said  Booth,  "  there  is  to  be  some  splen- 
did acting  there  to-night." 

Shortly  after  leaving  the  hotel  Booth  in  company  with 
Harold  and  four  others  entered  the  drinking  saloon  of 
George  Harry,  adjoining  Ford's  Theatre,  and  all  of  them 
drank   together. 

"  Now,  boys,"  said  Booth,  "when  we  meet  again  may  it  bo 
under  more  fortuitous  circumstances." 

"And  success  to  our  enterprise,"  responded  Harold. 
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The  liquor  was  disposed  of  with  great  gusto  and  emphasis, 
after  which  they  formally  shook  hands  with  each  other,  bid- 
ding one  another  good  bye. 

Two  of  the  party  then  mounted  their  horses  and  rode  off, 
while  others  scattered  about;  Booth  at  once  entering  the 
theatre  where  by  virtue  of  being  a  leading  member  of  the 
theatrical  profession  he  was  allowed  to  pass  the  ticket-taker 
without  question,  although  the  latter  could  not  help  noticing 
the  livid  paleness  of  the  artor's  cheeks, 

Slu)rtl3'  after  he  entered  the  restaurant  next  to  the  theatre 
and  called,  as  he  rattled  on  the  counter  in  quick  and  hurried 
manner. 

"  Brand3%  brandy  ;  for  God's  sake  let  me  have  some  brandy." 

Having  swallowed  down  the  fiery  liquor  Booth  once  more 
entered  the  histrionic  temple  where  he  watched  in  great  im- 
patience for  the  arrival   of  his  victim. 

But  still  he  came  not  and  in  his  anxiety  lest  an  accident 
should  have  prevented  the  President  from  carrying  out  the 
promised  visit  to  the  theatre,  the  excited  actor  seemed  to 
fancy  he  was  going  crazy. 

At  last  an  extra  commotion  took  place  in  the  theatre  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Booth,  the  Presidential  party  entered 
the  special  box  set  apart  for  their  use. 

Ella  was  this  time  kept  entirely  unaware  of  the  horrible 
tragedy  so  soon  to  be  enacted  and  knew  nothing  of  the  terri- 
ble secret  which  was  to  crush  her  down  like  a  broken  flower; 
therefore,  although  knowing  the  fanatical  feeling  of  Booth, 
she  had  hoped  he  had  abandoned  his  wild  scheme,  and  never 
dreamed  that  he  was  about  to  carry  it  out  after  all,  espe- 
cially when  the  cause  for  which  the  sacrifice  was  to  be  made 
had  passed  away  like  a  thing  of  time. 


CHAPTEE  X. 

THE  TRAGEDY  AT  FORD's  THEATRE. 

As  the  President  entered  the  box  set  apart  for  him  at 
the  theatre  the  audience  greeted  him  with  a  cheer,  and 
awarded  to  him  the  honor  of  a  victor — a  saviour  of  fhe 
nation. 

Mr.  Lincoln  had  been  delayed  for  some  time  in  starting. 
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and  even  felt  an  inclination  not  to  go  to  the  theatre  at  all  j 
but  it  having  been  announced  to  the  public  that  both  he 
and  General  Grant  would  be  present  that  evening,  the 
President  overcame  his  objection  and  determined  upon 
visiting  the  place  of  public  amusement. 

'•  General  Grant,"  said  he  to  a  guest,  **  cannot  positively 
go,  and  it  will  be  a  great  pity  to  disappoint  the  audience 
altogether;  therefore,  reluctant  as  lam,  it  is  my  intention 
to  spend  a  few  moments  at  the  theatre  this  evening,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  it  is  so  late." 

Thus  resolved  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  left  the  "Whit« 
House  and  called  at  the  residence  of  Senator  Harris,  where 
Miss  '  lara  Harris  and  Major  Raihbun  joined  the  Presi- 
dential party.  They  then  started  for  their  evening's  en- 
tertainment, and  arrived  at  the  theatre  some  time  after  the 
piece  had  commenced. 

Meanwhile  Harold  had  taken  the  horse  he  had  hired  at 
Naylor's,  to  a  little  stable  in  the  rear  of  the  theatre,  and 
there  placed  it  in  security  until  the  hour  should  arrive 
wnen  it  would  be  wanted.  Ho  had  agreed  to  return  it  by 
eight  o'clock  P.M.,  but  events  arose  to  prevent  that  pro- 
mise from  being  fulfilled.  During  the  early  part  of  th©, 
evening  he  removed  a  portion  of  the  fence  that  had  been 
erected  by  the  corporation  along  the  edge  of  the  side  walk 
on  F  street  to  prevent  persons  from  walking  off  into  the 
excavation  made  by  construction  of  the  passenger  rail- 
way and  thus  formed  an  entrance  to  the  vacant  lot  in  the 
rear  of  the  theatre  and  facing  on  F  street.  This  fence  was 
about  six  feet  in  height  and  a  ready  means  of  communi- 
cation was  thus  made  with  the  vacant  lot. 

An  agreement  had  been  made  between  Harold  and 
Booth  that  when  the  former  was  ready  for  him  he  was  to 
whistle  shrilly  several  times,  then  remain  near  the  stage 
door  to  give  the  signal  to  the  man  who  was  to  have  the 
horse  in  waiting  in  the  vacant  lot  hy  the  railroad  track. 
Others  were  to  watch  the  entrance  of  the  theatre  in  order 
to  be  able  to  inform  Harold  when  the  Presidential  party 
had  entered  the  building. 

But  Booth  had  not  been  idle  during  the  time  he  had  to 
wait  lor  the  intended  victim.  His  co-conspira'.ors,  who 
were  not  active  accessories  in  the  actual  crime,  had  se- 
cured  the    private   boxes  in    the    immediate   vicinity   of 
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"  State  Box"  r.nd  thus  he  was  enabled  to  operate  without 
exeitinp^  particular  notice.  As  he  was  also  well  known  to 
every  persv^n  at  the  theatre,  he  was  allowed  to  move  about 
with  more  freedom  of  action  than  could  possibly  have 
been  the  case  with  an  entire  stranger,  and  as  no  one  sus- 
pected him  of  any  such  diabolical  purpose  his  actions  were 
not  watched. 

The  Presidential  box  was  a  double  one,  that  could  in  or- 
dinary cases  be  made  into  two  by  means  of  a  ])artition  ; 
but  on  this  and  similar  occasions  it  was  thrown  open  into 
one  large  box  with  two  entrance  doors  which  opened  on 
to  a  narrow  hall  way,  perfectly  dark,  and  separated  from 
the  dress  circle  by  a  door  ;  consequently^  the  tragical  actor 
was  enabled  to  operate  without  being  seen  by  the  assem- 
bled audience. 

Knowing  the  theatre  well  Booth  was  aware  of  its  various 
peculiarities,  and  among  other  things  of  this  doorway 
leading  to  the  dress  circle.  In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent 
interrupt. on  by  the  audience  he  contrived  a  bar  of  wood 
w4th  which  he  coula  etfectnall}'  fixsten  this  door  while  he 
was  engaged  in  his  fiendish  work.  Having  guarded 
against  intrusion  during  the  forthcoming  tragedy  he  then 
began  his  preparations  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
means  of  observing  the  posilion  of  the  persons  in  the  state 
box  before  entering  it;  as  much  of  success  would  depend 
upon  this  knowledge.  With  a  gimlet  he  bored  a  hole  in 
the  door  panel  of  each  of  the  doors,  then  reamered  it  with 
a  knife  so  as  to  form  an  excellent  eyelet  hole  taking  in  at 
a  glance  the  whole  box  and  its  occupants,  and  allowing  a 
person  in  the  dark  liallwaj'  full  opportunity  for  making 
such  an  observation  without  being  seen.  He  next  loosened 
the  screws  of  the  ketches  of  the  spring  locks  belonging  to 
the  boxes,  and  these  were  so  left  that  thoy  would  hold  the 
doors  in  their  places  and  3'et  not  form  a  barrier  to  his  en- 
trance into  the  box  at  the  proper  moment,  the  slightest 
pressure  opening  the  doors. 

Booth  tlien  arranged  the  chairs  and  sofa  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  insure  him  a  clear  and  unobstructed  passage  to 
that  part  of  the  box  to  be  occupied  by  the  President,  and 
also  allow  of  his  own  free  movements  afterwards.  He 
l^laced  Mr.  Lincoln's  rocking  chair  as  far  as  possible  froiu 
those  of  the  other  parties,  giving  him,  liowever,  a  splendid 


view  of  the  stage  so  that  he  might  have  no  reason  to 
change  it.  Mrs.  Li  icoln's  chair  was  a  little  more  remote 
from  the  front,  while  the  others  and  the  sota  were  on  the 
stage  side  of  the  box,  leaving  the  entire  centre  without 
obstructions  of  B.ny  kind. 

"  Then,"  muttered  the  tragedian,  '•  the  stage  is  clear, 
and  ready  for  the  play,  only  waiting  for  one  of  the  prin. 
clpul  actors.  They  have  tried  to  persuade  mc  against  this; 
but  !  o,  I  will  go  through  with  it  now." 

When  the  Presidential  party  had  taken  their  seats  Booth 
advanced  to  the  eyelet  hole  and  saw  that  the  disposition  of 
the  chairs  had  not  been  changed  from  the  places  where  he 
bad  arr.inged  them  to  be  and  now  he  waited  for  the  expected 
signal  from  Harold  that  all  was  ready. 

The  moment  of  anxiety  were  years  of  agony  to  the  des- 
perate man,  and  occasionally  he  would  take  a  deep  draft  of 
brandy  from  the  flask  which  he  had  in  his  pocket.  At  last  he 
heard  a  shrill  whistle  from  the  open  ground  behind  the  stage, 
and  he  knew  all  was  in  readiness  for  his  escape. 

Harold  had  by  this  time  taken  the  horse  from  the  stable 
and  tied  it  up  in  front  of  the  vacant  lot  near  the  opening  in 
the  broken  fence  ;  while  Booth's  own  horse  was  held  in  the 
vacant  area  in  the  rear  of  the  lot  and  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  door  of  the  green  room  of  the  theatre. 

At  the  time  when  Booth  heard  the  first  signal  the  play  had 
advancedto  the  conclusion  of  the  first  scene  of  the  third  act 
and  when  the  second  opened  he  was  standing  in  the  passage 
way  of  the  "  dress  circle."  He  then  moved  slowly  along  in 
the  rear  of  the  audience  towards  the  Presidential  box,  and 
when  within  a  few  feet  of  it  a  sudden  pang  of  remorse  struck 
him  for  the  moment,  and  he  leaned  against  the  wall.  Sudden- 
ly, however,  on  hearing  a  repetition  of  the  whistling  signal 
from  Harold,  which  was  only  understood  by  himself,  and  his 
co-conspirators  he  seemed  to  revive  from  his  stupor  and  be- 
gan looking  around  him  to  see  whether  he  was  observed  or 
not.  Finding  the  eyes  of  one  of  the  audience  in  the  dress 
circle  fixed  upon  him,  Booth  gave  the  inquisitive  man  a 
pierceing  look  that  was  meant  to  imply  the  hitter's  scrutiny 
was  not  desired  or  agrcable. 

At  this  moment  a  portion  of  the  play  had  excited  the  ad- 
miration of  the  audience  and  thoy  began  to  applaud.  This 
drew  the  attention  of  the  inquisitive  man  towards  the  per- 
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foifriers,  and  from  Booth,  who  observing  that  the  staple  was 
only  occupied  by  the  "  Asa  Trenchard,"  of  the  evening 
miitt'red, 

"Now's  my  only  time." 

With  the  rapidit}'  of  a  flash  he  disappeared  through  the 
I:all  way  door  ;  took  one  glance  at  the  ej'elet  hole,  thus  ascer- 
taining that  the  position  of  the  occupants  in  the  State  Box 
was  unchanged  ;  pressed  his  weight  against  the  box  door 
winch  almost  noiselessly  jnelded  to  his  pressures,  and  stood 
unobserved  within  the  space  devoted  for  the  time  to  the  use 
of  the  Presidential  party. 

It  required  but  a  moment  for  him  to  level  the  pistol  at  the 
back  of  the  head  of  the  unsuspecting  President  and  dis- 
charged its  contents  into  the  brain  of  the  man  who  had  de- 
voted his  whole  heart,  soul  and  energies  to  the  task  of  sav- 
ing his  country  from  the  ruin  which  liad  threatened  it  at  the 
iiauds  of  traitors  and  rebellious  citizens  of  the  Republic. 

'■  One  more  blow  for  freedom,"  exclaimed  Booth  as  he 
pulled  the  trigger. 

As  the  shot  was  fired,  Major  Rathbun  turned  round  just  in 
time  to  see  the  flash,  and  the  form  of  a  man  standing  within 
six  feet  of  the  President.  He  therefore  sprang  from  his  seat 
?.nd  seized  him  ;  but  Booth  was  prepared  for  this  action,  for 
dropping  the  pistol,  he  shook  off  the  Major's  grasp,  and  chan- 
ging the  long  dirk,  which  he  had  previously  held  in  his  left 
hand,  to  his  right,  he  made  a  desperate  stab  at  :he  officers 
breast. 

With  the  quickness  of  lightning  Major  Rathbun  threw 
up  his  arm  and  caught  tl»e  blow  thereupon  near  the 
shoulder,  inflicting  an  iig]y  wound,  but  saving  his  life  ;  then 
again  seizing  the  assassin  b}^  the  clothing  he  endeavored  to 
hold  him.  But  such  was  the  strenght  of  tlie  desperate  man 
that  he  again  wrenched  himself  away  ;  but  not  until  a  por- 
tion of  his  apparel  had  been  torn,  and  his  impetuosit}'  mo- 
mentarily checked  as  he  ^vas  about  to  leap  from  the  box  on 
to  the  stage. 

While  standing  on  the  front  of  the  box,  which  was  on  the 
second  tier  Booth  shouted,  loudly  and  in  the  hearing  of  the 
whole  of  the  startled  audience, 

"Sic  Semper  Tyrranis.^^  "* 

*Thus  alwa/s  to  tyrants. 
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The  next  moment  be  jumped  from  the  box,  seized  the 
fla<:^-staff  and  dropped  to  the  stan:e.  As  his  feet  touched  the 
board  his  spur  dropped  from  the  heel  of  his  boot  and  he  slip- 
ped, the  height  being  somewhat  great  for  such  a  leap  and  the 
actions  of  Major  Kathbun  having  somewhat  baulked  him. 
But,  although  breaking  one  of  the  fine  bones  of  his  leg,  he 
sprang  instantly  to  his  feet  and  brandishing  his  long  knife 
or  dirk,  shouted, 

«•  The  South  shall  be  free." 

Amid  the  silence  of  surprise  which  now  ensued,  Booth 
heard  one  more  shrill  whistle,  much  louder  than  before,  and 
as  the  stage  was  now  clear,  the  "Asa  Trenchard,"  before 
alhided  to,  under  the  idea  that  the  attack  was  intended  for 
him  having  left  it  and  rushed  up  a  flight  of  stairs  to  save 
himself,  Booth  found  no  obstacles  in  his  waj',  and  rushing 
across  the  cleared  space  made  his  exit  by  the  door  in  the 
rear. 

An  officer  who  occupied  one  of  the  orchestra  chairs,  on 
hearing  the  shriek  of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and  the  cry  of  Major 
Rathbun  to  "stop  that  man,"  instantly  sprang  upon  the 
stage  ;  but  not  knowing  his  way  so  well  as  Booth,  was  some- 
wliat  impeded  in  his  action  and  arrived  at  the  rear  door  only 
in  time  to  see  the  assassin  mount  his  horse  and  ride  rapidiy 
away  in  the  darkness. 

The  excitement  in  the  theatre  now  became  intense,  and 
the  silence  of  surprise  was  turned  in  shouts  of  rage,  and 
cries  for  vengeance. 

"  Ilang  him  ! "  «  Slay  the  traitor  !  "  and  "  Wlio  is  he  ?  " 
were  the  cries  that  rang  on  all  sides  of  the  house,  and  a 
perfect  uproar  ensued. 

The  President,  mortally   wounded,  had   not  changed   his 
and  closing  his  eyes.     The  wound  did  not  bleed, 
po.-ition,  with  the  exception  of  his  head  falling  slightly  forward 

Major  Kathbun  then  sprang  up  for  medical  assistance  and 
to  his  surprise  iound  the  hall-wa^'  door  firmly  barred  with  the 
piece  of  vrood  that  Booth  brought  for  tliat  purpose.  This 
had  prevented  the  excited  audience  in  the  "  Dress  Circle  " 
from  rushing  to  the  assistance  of  the  President  and  had 
enabled  Booth  thus  easily  to  escape. 

Having  admitted  one  or  tvv'o  surgeons,  and  placed  a  guard 
at  the  hall-way  door  to  keep  back  the  crowd,  Major  Rathbun 
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advanced  to  tlie  front  of  the  box,  announced  the  sad  event 
and   beg3:ed   the  audiojicc  to  disperse. 

So  rapid  had  heen  Booth's  movements  that  the  time  em- 
plo3'ed  from  the  firiiif^  of  the  pistol  to  that  when  he  disap- 
peared from  the  stage  was  far  less  than  a  minute,  thus 
showin<]:  he  had  well  arranged  his  plan  of  operation  and  was 
full.y  acquainted  with  the  inner  construction  of  tlie  theatre. 

Notwithstanding  the  request  of  Major  Rathbun  and  the 
appeal  of  Miss  Laura  Keene,  wlio  had  advanced  to  the  front 
of  the  stage  and  requested  the  excited  audience  to  "  have 
presence  of  mind  and  keep  their  places,"  the  people  were 
very  boistrous  and  all  were  desirous  of  detecting  and  securing 
the  vile  assassin  who  had  been  recognized  by  several  parties 
as  "J.  Wilkes  Booth,  the  actor." 

The  dying  President  was  shortly  after  removed  from  the 
theatre  to  a  neighboring  house  where  he  lay  nil  the  whole 
night  in  a  state  of  syncope,  and  finally  yielded  up  his  life  at 
twenty-two  minutes  past  seven  o'clock  of  the  morning  of 
April  15,  1865. 


CHAPTER    XI. 

THE  ATTEMPTED  ASSASSINATION  OF  THE    CABINET  MINISTERS. 

While  the  fearful  tragedy  was  being  performed  at  the 
theatre,  the  other  accoinplices,  besides  those  who  were 
assisting  Booth  directly,  were  engaged  in  further  acts  of  the 
horrible  drama  in  another  part  of  the  city. 

The  lion.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  had  been  for 
some  days  previous  lung  dangerously  sick  from  the  effects 
of  injuries  he  had  received  from  being  thrown  from  his  car- 
riage, and  was  therefore  powerless  and  prostrate  in  bed  on 
tha  eveiking  in  question. 

About  the  same  time  that  Booth  made  the  attack  upon  the 
President,  the  man  who  had  declared  his  intention  to  "attend 
to  Bill  Seward,  "rede  up  to  the  door  of  the  Secretary's  man- 
sion and  rang  the  belh  The  summons  was  answered  by  the 
colored  servant. 

"  I  wish  to  see  the  Secretary,"  said  the  stranger  in  a  quiet 
tone  of  voice. 

*'  De  doctor  sa}'  Massa  Seward  ain't  to  be  sturbed  no  how;" 
replied  the  servant. 
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'*  But  I  have  come  from  the  doctor,"  said  the  man,  ^'Dr. 
Yerdi,  the  Secretary's  private  ph3'sician  ;  you  know — and  I 
have  a  prescription  for  him." 

As  he  spoke  he  held  out  a  piece  of  paper  which  he  had  in 
his  hand. 

"  Well,  sah,"  said  the  darkey,  "spect  I'll  take  dat;  but 
massa  am  jes  gwine  to  sleep  and  can't  be  'sturbed.  Dat's 
jes  so." 

"  But  I  tell  you,  fool,"  said  the  man  persistently,  "that  I 
must  see  him,  as  I  have  l)een  entrusted  with  particular  direc- 
tions concerning  the  medicine." 

Still  the  colored  servant  asserted  that  no  one  could  enter 
the  chamber  under  any  circumstances  ;  whereupon  the  man 
pushiLg  him  on  one  side  insisted  upon  going  up  stairs  and 
liualiy  succeeded  in  accomplishing  that  part  of  his  purpose. 

As  the  unknown  was  walking  heavily  towards  the  Secre- 
tary's room,  the  medical  nurse  at  once  notified  Mr.  Frederick 
Seward,  the  son  of  the  sick  ofiicial  and  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State  who  was  in  an  adjoining  room.  That  gentleman 
went  out  promptly  and  met  the  man  at  the  entrance, 
demanding  his  business  there  at  that  hour  of  the  evening. 

"  I  have  been  sent  by  Dr.  Verdi,"  said  the  man,  "with  a 
prescription  for  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  there  is  cur- 
tain instructions  connected  with  the  administering  or  the 
medicine  I  have  been  directed  to  see  to  it  in  person. 

Mr.  Frederick  Seward  looked  at  the  stranger,  and  saw  that 
he  was  attired  in  a  heavy  overcoat,  giving  no  outside  ap- 
pearance of  a  medical  attendant.  Not  liking  the  look  of 
the  man  he  replied, 

"  I  will  take  the  medicine  myself." 

"  That  cannot  be,"  persisted  the  man.  "  It  must  be  given 
with  my  own  hand  to  prevent  mistakes." 

"  No  one  can  enter  my  father's  room  to-night,"  was  Fred- 
erick Sewards  reply,  "  under  any  circumstances  ;  therefore  if 
the  medicine  cannot  be  lett  in  my  charge  you  must  return  in 
the  morning." 

"  My  instructions  are  positive,"  insisted  the  unknown,  "and 
connot  be  postponed,  therefore  1  must  see  your  father." 

Mr.  Frederick  still  refusing  to  grant  admission,  the  con- 
spirator, who  was  a  very  powerful  man,  rushed  upon  him 
and  attempted  to  push  him  on  one  side.  The  former  fmdiiig 
such  to  bo  the  case,  resisted  the  effort  with    all   his    might ; 
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whereupon  the  other  drew  a  pistol    and  twice  attempted    \n 
vain  to  discharge  it  as  it  merel}'  snapped  on  the  cap. 

The  desperado  then  rushed  upon  the  Assistant  Secretary 
and  dealt  him  two  p  ^werful  blows  over  the  head  with  tiie 
stock  of  the  heavy  navy  pistol,  crushing  iu  his  skull  in  two 
or  three  places  and  breaking  the  pistil  in  pieces  by  the  force 
of  the  blows — the  chamber  being  separated  from  the  barrel. 

Upon  finding  that  he  had  removed  this  obstacle  from  his 
path  the  villain  then  entered  the  apartment  of  the  jirostrate 
Secretary,  and  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  attendants 
at  once  threw  himself  on  the  sick  man's  bed,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  cutting  his  throat  with  the  long  knife  which  he  held 
in  his  hand. 

As  the  bed  clothes  were  tightly  wrapped  around  the  throat 
of  the  prostrate  official,  the  assassin's  attempt  to  reach  it 
was  in  vain,  and  before  he  could  remove  the  obstructions  the 
medical  nurse  and  others  sprang  to  the  assistance  of  the  in- 
jurod  man. 

But  the  asssasin  was  a  pewerful  fellow,  standing  over  six 
feet  in  height  with  broad  shoulders  and  straight  figure  show- 
ing great  muscular  power,  altliough  the  delicacy  of  his^ands. 
and  general  development  did  not  give  any  evidence  of 
having  been  used  to  hard  labor.  Consequently  when  assailed 
by  the  attendants  he  was  enabled  to  turn  upon  them  without 
getting  from  the  bed  of  the  sick  Secretary  of  State. 

Quick  as  lightning  he  inflicted  two  serious  gashes  about 
the  face  of  the  prostrate  man  and  others  in  the  throat ;  but 
in  consequence  of  the  position  of  the  invalid  and  the  resis- 
tance caused  by  the  clothing  he  was  unable  to  inflict  a  mortal 
wound  before  the  others  rushed  upon  him. 

Mr.  Uansell  belonging  to  the  State  Department,  and  at  the 
same  time  in  the  adjoining  room,  rushed  into  the  sick  cham- 
ber and  seeing  the  assassin  at  his  fiendish  work  at  once 
sprang  on  the  villain's  back.  It  required  but  an  ins^nt  for 
the  powerful  fellow  who  had  thus  attempted  the  life  of  the 
Secretar}'  of  State  to  change  the  position  of  the  weapon  in 
his  hand,  to  make  rapid  thrusts  over  his  shoulder  at  the  man 
who  thus  held  him  down  and  disable  him;  then  springing 
from  the  bed  and  standing  in  all  his  full  height  and  power 
on  the  flour  be  able  b}^  the  suddenness  of  the  whole  thing  to 
overpower  all  obstacles  widch  stood  in  tlie  way  of  his  mak-* 
ing  his  escape. 


BOOTH,  THE  ASSASSIN.  75 

Major  Seward,  another  son  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
an  oflQcer  of  the  United  States  Army,  having  risen  from  his 
seat  to  aid  his  father,  was  immediately  attacked  with  the 
knife  by  the  assassin  and  wounded,  as  was  also  the  attendant 
who  had  advanced  for  the  same  purpose.  The  villain  then 
rushed  down  the  stairs,  and  in  a  few  seconds  was  outside 
the  house  where  his  horse  was  in  readiness  being  held  by  an 
accomplice. 

Quickly  leaping  into  the  saddle  with  the  skill  of  an 
accomplished  horseman  the  assassin  waved  his  hand  over 
his  head  and  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  of  triumph,  which 
would  have  given  evidence  that  he  believed  the  wiiole  of  his 
vile  work  had  been  fully  accomplished, 
"  Sic  temper  tyrannis  ! ''"' 

He  then  rode  rapidly  away  having  left  behind  him  the 
weapons  he  had  used  and  several  wounded  men. 

As  it  fortunately  happened,  instead  of  killing  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  attack  ujDon  that  official  had  saved  his  life  ;  as 
'the  gashes  had  caused  the  bruised  blood  that  had  arisen 
about  the  face  from  the  eflects  of  the  fall  from  the  carriage 
to  be  lorcibly  removed.  It  had  been  a  question  with  the 
surgeons  whether  they  should  not  lance  the  face  of  the  sick 
man  and  cause  the  congealed  sanguinarious  matter  to  be 
taken  from  the  cheeks  by  such  means,  although  at  the  risk  of 
disfigurement;  but  the  assassin  had  saved  the  surgeons  the 
trouble  as  by  the  wound  inflicted  this  medical  operation  was 
without  their  assistance. 

It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Stanton,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
t^^ho  having  been  apprised  of  the  attack  upon  the  President 
had  promptly  issued  orders  for  the  .purpose  of  securing  the 
arrest  of  the  murderous  desperadoes  engaged  in  that  fiendish 
work,  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  the  joy  of 
the  former  the  latter  at  once  recognized  him. 

"  Whe?e  is  the  President  ?  "  asked  Mr.  Seward.  *'  He  is 
not  usually  unkind.  Why  does  he  not  come  to  see  me  in  this 
second  infliction  ?  Does  he  know  of  it  ?  Where  is  Fred- 
erick ?  " 

With  these  and  sundry  other  questions,  given  in  rapid 
succession,  the  wounded  Secretary  of  State  beset  the  Secre- 
tar}'  of  War,  and  upon  the  latter  finding  that  the  condition 
of  the  former  would   allow   of  his   being   informed   of  the 
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actual  condition  of  affairs  Mr.  Stanton  ^ave  him  a  short  but 
succinct  statement  of  all  that  had  transpired. 

Mr.  Seward  at  once  comprehended  the  great  events  that 
had  transpired  during  that  eventful  night,  and  instead  of 
being  depressed  by  the  sad  intelligence  it  seemed  to  give 
him  nerve  to  bear  his  own  inOictions. 

Mr.  Stanton  then  endeavored  to  find  out  what  sort  of  man 
the  assailant  of  Mr.  Seward  was  and,  after  diligent  inquiries 
among  all  who  had  seen  him,  ascertained  that  as  near  as  pos- 
sible he  would  have  answered  the  following  description  : 

Height  six  feet,  one  inch  ;  liair  black,  thick,  full  and  straight ;  no 
beard  nor  appearance  of  beard  ;  cheeks  red  on  the  jaws  ;  face  mod- 
eratel}'  full  ;  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  years  of  age  ;  eyes  large, 
not  prominent,  color  unknown  ;  brows  not  heavy  but  dark  ;  face  not 
large  but  rather  round  ;  complexion  healthy  ;  nose  straight  and  well 
formed,  and  of  medium  size  ;  mouth  small  ;  lips  thin  ;  the  upper  lip 
protrudes  when  he  talks;  chin  pointed  and  prominent;  head  medium 
size;  neck  short ;  hands  soft  and  small,  fingers  tapering,  siiowing  no 
signs  of  hard  labor  ;  broad  shoulders;  taper  waist;  straight  figure  ; 
strong  looking  ma  1  ;  manner  not  gentlemanly  but  vulgar  ;  wears  an 
overcoat  with  pockets  in  the  side  and  one  on  the  breast,  with  lappels 
or  flaps  ;  pants  black,  and  of  common  stuff;  new,  heavy  boots; 
voice  small  and  thin,  and  inclined  to  tremor. 

He  then  had  the  description  telegraphed  all  over  the 
country,  and  ever^^  available  person  put  on  the  track  of  the 
fugitives. 

About  the  same  time  as  that  when  the  attacks  were  made 
upon  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State,  others  were  \ying 
in  wait  to  accomplish  the  murder  of  the  Vice  President, 
Secretary  of  \Var,  and  other  officials.  i\s  the  would-be 
assassins  had  not,  like  the  others,  the  courage  to  make  a 
bold  attack  upon  these  officials  in  their  homes,  and  as  cir- 
cumstances so  happened  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  them 
to  leave  their  residences  the  intended  assaults  did  not  take 
place. 

General  Grant  was  to  have  been  included  among  the  vic- 
tims ;  but  private  business  calling  him  to  Burlington  in  New 
Jersey  he  had  left  the  National  Capital  about  four  hours  before 
the  attack  was  made  upon  the  President  and  Mr.  Seward. 
This  circumstance  doubtless  saved  to  the  nation  the  General 
who  had  redeemed  the  South  from  Rebel  rule  and  restored 
the  country  to  its  former  glorious  position. 
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CPAPTER  XII. 

THE  PURSUERS  AND  THE  DECOYS. 

As  soon  as  the  work  had  been  performed  at  both  the  thea- 
tre and  the  residence  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  accom- 
plices began  starting  off  in  different  directions,  and  one  of 
them,  who  gave  his  name  as  Earle,  made  his  way  to  Naylor's 
stable  to  get  the  horse  which  was  to  be  ready  for  Atzerot  at 
ten  o'clock.  As  his  face  was  recognized  as  having  been 
with  Atzerot  there  was  no  objection  raised  to  his  taking  the 
steed  ;  the  hostler  however  making  the  following  inquiry  : — 

*•  What  hus  become  of  the  man  who  hired  the  horse  !  He 
promised  to  bring  the  animal  home  by  eight  o'clock,  and 
now  it  is  ten." 

"  Has  he  not  returned  yet  ?"  said  Earle.  "  He'll  be  back 
directly." 

AVhile  thus  speaking  he  mounted  the  horse,  which  was 
ready  saddled  according  to  the  order  of  Atzerot  and  as  he 
rode  away  in  the  direction  of  Ford's  Theatre  he  said, 

*'  You'll  hear  of  great  news  before  morning." 

*'  That  is  nothing,"  answered  the  hostler.  "  We  expect 
great  news  now,  and  have  been  receiving  it  every  day  for 
some  time  past." 

Still  anxious  and  uneasy  about  the  continued  absence  of 
the  roan,  the  hostler  went  to  the  door  of  the  stable  to  watch 
the  way  taken  by  Earle  and  saw  him  turn  up  Tenth  Street. 
He  then  remained  there  for  the  purpose  of  looking  out  for 
the  return  of  Harold. 

Hostlers  have  a  peculiarity  of  detecting  the  approach  of 
animals  under  their  charge  by  the  sound  of  their  pacing  on 
the  road,  and  when  the  steps  of  a  horse's  foot  was  heard, 
after  some  minutes  had  elapsed,  he  said  to  a  friend  who  stood 
near  by,  and  \';ith  whom  he  had  been  conversing  relative  to 
the  non-return  of  the  roan  at  the  proper  time, 

"  Oh  !  its  all  right.     There's  the  pony  now." 

But  the  rider  did  not  appear  in  the  direction  of  the  stable, 
and  catching  sight  of  him,  a  short  distance  off,  the  hostler 
ran  forward  witli  the  intention  of  inquiring  as  to  the  cause 
of  his  being  so  late,  and  how  long  he  intended  to  keep  the 
animal  out ;  but  upon  advancing  it  appeared  that  the  rider 
had  no  desire  to  meet  him  ;  for  turning  suddenly,  and  riding 
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back  to  the  corner,  he  passed  rapidly  up  Fourteenth  Street 
to  F  ;  down  which  he  rode  at  a  swift  pace. 

"Damn  that  fellow,"  ejaculated  the  hostler,  '« he  wants  to 
steal  the  roan.     But  I'll  soon  catch  him." 

Without  a  moment's  hesitation  the  doubly  anxious  hostler 
ran  back  to  the  stable  and  saddled  the  fleetest  horse  therein, 
and  started  off  in  pursuit,  lie  had  heard  Uarold  state  that 
he  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Labacca,  Md.,  and  natur- 
ally thought  that  if  stealing  was  his  object  he  would  make 
for  that  direction  as  soon  as  possible.  The  pursuer  there- 
fore started  at  once  for  the  Navy  Yard  Bridge,  which  crosses 
the  Eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac  River. 

In  order  to  mis.lead  the  pursuers  Harold  had  changed 
horses  with  one  of  the  accomplices,  so  ttiat  if  followed  by 
any  one  knowing  the  animal  they  might  go  in  chase  of  the 
wrong  party.  It  was  this  design  that  made  the  rider  show 
himself  near  the  stable  ;  c(msequently  the  hostler  found  but 
little  difficulty  in  tracing  the  roan,  as  no  effort  had  been 
made  to  conceal  the  movements  of  the  animal,  and  plenty  of 
non-active  confederates  of  Booth  were  ready  to  give  inform- 
ation of  the  route  taken  by  him. 

The  rider  of  the  roan  took  the  path  along  which  he  knew 
it  "would  be  more  than  likely  that  a  pursuit  would  be  insti- 
tuted, and  crossed  the  Navy  Yard  Bridge  in  company  with 
another  man. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  guard  the  two  men  stated 
that  their  names  were  "  Booth"  and  "  Smiih,"  and  when  the 
hostler  arrived  at  the  bridge  he  was  informed  that  the  roan 
had  really  passed  over  it  with  the  latter  named  personage  on 
his  back. 

"Can  I  go  over?'  asked  the  hostler.  "I  am  afraid  the 
rascal  intends  to  steal  the  horse." 

"  Certainly  you  can,"  replied  the  guard.  "  There  is  noth- 
ing to  prevent  that ;  but  you  cannot  return  again  to-night,  if 
3'ou  do." 

"  Well,  let  him  go,"  said  the  man.  "  He  will  perhaps  come 
back  in  the  morning,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  be  out  all  night.'"' 

Meanwhile  other  decoys  started  off  in  the  direction  of  the 
Upper  Potomac,  each  making  his  way  in  an  open  manner,  as 
if  anxious  to  excite  observation. 

The  horse  which  Harold  had  secured  in  place  of  the  roan 
was  one  that  bad  been  kept  by  him  at  a  stable  on  K  street 
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and  which  he  had  taken  out  about  sundown  on  Friday  even- 
ing and  ridden  round  to  the  rear  of  the  theatre.  The  voluu- 
tar}'  reason  which  he  had  given  to  the  stable  keeper  for  re- 
moving his  horse  was  that  he  intended  to  go  to  New  York  and 
might  not  be  back  for  some  time. 

This  changing  of  horses  was  also  adopted  with  regret  to 
Booth  as  well  as  Harold.  The  former  had  hired  a  brown 
mare  of  a  man  named  Pumphrey,  and  then  exchanged  with 
Atzerot  who  left  it  at  Naylor's  stable,  to  be  ready  for  him 
again  at  ten  o'clock,  and  this  same  animal  was  taken  out  at 
that  hour  by  the  man  named  Earle.  Thus  if  any  one  had 
recognized  Booth  earlier  in  the  day  while  on  the  brown 
mare,  it  uould  be  more  than  likely  that  the  rider  of  that  an- 
imal would  be  pursued  at  night  under  the  idea  that  he  was 
really  the  perpetrator  of  the  deed  of  assassination. 

So  well  had  these  decoys  and  their  agents  in  the  city  of 
Washington  arranged  the  means  of  escape  that  for  a  time  it 
was  impossible  to  get  anything  like  a  clue  as  to  the  real  paths 
taken  by  the  assasins ;  and  to  add  to  the  confusion  the  mem- 
bers of  the  disreputable  order,  with  which  Booth  had  con- 
nected himself,  managed  to  get  afloat  the  rumors  that  the 
assassin  had  taken  his  route  through  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
making  his  escape  westwardly.  Many  of  these  parties  as- 
serted they  had  seen  him  on  the  railroad  ;  while  others  sta- 
ted he  had  actually  conversed  with  him,  they  not  knowing  at 
the  time  that  the  infamous  crime  had  been  perpetrated. 
The  ever  active  press  agents  gave  currency  to  these  various 
stories  as  items  of  news. 

AVithout  stopping  to  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  these 
various  rumors,  the  last  one  was  alwaj's  accepted  by  the  pur- 
suers, nearest  to  tbe  stated  scene  of  action,  as  the  most 
likely  and  consequently  the  only  correct  statement.  So  feas- 
ible indeed  did  the  report  tliat  he  had  entered  Pennsylvania 
appear,  that  the  Governor  of  that  State  issued  a  proclamation 
that  an  additional  reward  of  ten  thousand  dollars  would  be 
given  if  the  assassin  was  captured  within  the  limits  of  his 
gubernational  dominions. 

One  of  the  party  who  had  made  his  escape  alone  by  the 
TJ,  per  Potomac  route  was  pursued  by  the  detectives,  together 
witii  a  force  of  cavalry,  and  was  finally  traced  to  a  house 
near  Germantown,  a  little  place  in  Montgomery  County, 
Maryland,  where  he  was  captured.     It  was  the  flight  of  this 
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man  that  had  partially  ^iven  rise  to  the  idea  that  Booth  had 
succeeded  iu  getting  in  Pennsylvania,  and  this,  aided  by  the 
wild  rumors  that  excitement  and  fertile  imagination  will  al- 
ways conjure  up  and  set  afloat,  gave  greater  currency  to  the 
erroneous  report. 

Another  plan  was  adopted  by  the  co-operators  to  aid  in  the 
escape  of  the  lugitives  and  that  was  to  tire  on  the  guard  and 
pickets  by  means  of  concealed  assailants  and  thus  make 
those  sentinels  seek  some  kind  of  proteciion,  or  cause  them 
to  search  for  their  adversaries  either  action  drawing  them 
away  from  the  position  they  had  occupied. 

In  order  also  to  delay  the  means  of  information  reaching 
the  outer  posts  of  the  city  all  the  telegraph  wires  connecting 
with  the  War  Depaiment  were  secretly  cut  and  it  therefore 
became  necessary  for  the  Secretary  of  War  to  despatch  cour- 
iers to  the  fortitications  so  as  to  give  them  information  of 
the  sad  tragedy.  x\s  this  had  been  looked  for  by  the  as- 
sassins and  their  accomplices  they  were  of  course  a  long  dis- 
ta:!ce  beyond  the  Ibrtiliications  before  the  couriers  could  ar- 
rive at  their  various  destinations. 

The  necessities  of  trade  requiring  that  free  intercourse 
should  be  allowed  between  the  National  Capital  and  the  sur- 
rounding countr3%  no  restriction  was  at  that  time  in  exist- 
ance  that  would  p»revent,  except  under  special  circumstances, 
any  persons  from  leaving  the  city.  Thu>  the  obstacles  that 
would  otherwise  have  been  in  the  path  of  tie  assassins  had 
been  removed  for  the  benefit  ot  the  citizens  and  travelling 
community  ;  the  more  especially  as  the  Lee's  armies  in  Vir- 
ginia were  prisoners  of  war  and  had  given  up  the 
struggle. 

The  necessity  of  preventing  information  from  reaching 
the  South  was  not  near  so  incumbent  on  the  authorities  as 
it  had  formerly  been  ;  for  between  Washington  and  the 
rebels,  actually  in  arms,  were  the  victorious  forces  recently 
under  General  Grant,  and  the  delays  that  would  arise  before 
couriers  and  secret  mail  carriers  could  reach  the  rebel  lines, 
would  of  itself  have  been  sufficient  to  make  the  information 
of  little  vahie  to  those  for  whom  it  was  intended. 

Thus  everything  accidental  and  designed  seemed  to  aid 
the  conspirators  in  their  nefarious  work,  and  to  secure  their 
escape  after  the  deed  of  murder  had  been  committed. 

In  order,  however,  to  influence  the  rebel  sympathizers  and 
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others  in  the  city,  who  did  not  approve  of  the  vile  atrocity, 
and  to  induce  them  to  seek  for  and  give  up  the  malefactors, 
Secretary  Stanton  directed  General  Augur  to  offer  at  once 
a  reward  often  thousand  dollars  for  their  capture,  and  to  set 
every  available  man  on  the  track.  The  consequence  was 
that  tliousands  of  civil  and  military  men  were  quickly  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit,  without  any  special  head  to  guide  them 
or  plan  of  speculations  every  one  acting  according  to  the 
method  which  suited  him  best,  tumbling  over  one  another 
and  really  aiding,  by  the  confusion  they  created,  the  escape 
of  the  guilty  parties. 

Meanwhile  guards  were  posted  at  the  house  where  the 
unconscious  President  lay  prostrate  on  the  bed  of  deatli,  at 
the  residence  of  Vice-President  Johnson  and  the  Cabinert 
officials  and  at  all  points  where  the  hand  of  the  assassin  was 
likely  to  be  brought  to  bear.  The  excitement  in  the  city  was 
also  at  the  highest  pitch,  the  truly  loyal  men  grieving  at  the 
loss  which  the  country  sustained  and  the  rascally  co-con- 
spirators rejoicing  in  secret  at  the  fact  that  the  greatest 
enemy  of  rebellion — \Villiam  H.  Seward — had,  in  their  be- 
lief, been  forever  removed  from  their  path.  They  at  least 
felt  pleased  at  the  thought  that  if  the  rebellion  had  failed,  it 
had  been  avenged,  and  the  country  thrown  into  a  state  of 
consternation  from  which  it  would  not  soon  recover. 


CHAPTEE  XIII. 

THE  FLIGHT  OF  THE  ASSASSIN. 

Booth  as  soon  as  he  had  mounted  his  horse  rode  off  rapidly 
through  the  alley-way  in  the  rear  of  the  theatre  until  he 
came  to  F  street  where  he  found  Harold  ready  mounted  and 
waiting  for  him — the  rest  having  already  made  their  escape 
as  before  stated.  Young  Ilarrold  made  some  inquiries  as 
to  whether  or  not  they  intended  to  wait  for  the  man  who  was 
to  slay  Secretary  Seward  ;  but  Booth  replied  he  was  big 
enough  to  look  after  himself  and  they  could  net  afford  to  wait 
unless  he  joined  them  quickly. 

Putting  spurs  to  tiieir  horses  so  as  to  get  clear  of  the  city 
before  the  alarm  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln 
could  be  sounded  in  the  streets,  they  were  enabled  to   push 
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on  at  a  gallop  past  the  Patent  Office  over  Capitol  Hill  in  the 
direction  of  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac.  They 
crossed  that  river  at  Uniontown  and  then  started  oif  at  full 
speed,  having  first  while  en  route,  fired  upon  an  officer  and 
his  orderly  who  w€  "C  pursuing  them  in  the  vicinity  of  Lincoln 
Hospital  and  Camp  Barry.  The  orderly  was  wounded  and 
the  cliase  consequently  given  up. 

The  assassin  and  his  chief  aid  then  put  the  horses  on  their 
mettle,  and  rode  along  at  a  breakneck  pace  until  they  came 
to  the  village,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  of  Surratville.  It;  had 
been  arranged  by  some  of  the  principal  accessories  that  they 
should  stop  here  and  get  refreshments  as  well  as  secure  arms 
for  their  defense  during  the  flight,  and  when  the  two  mur- 
derous rascals  arrived  at  the  miserable  hotel,  kept  by  one 
John  Lloyd,  Harold  puslied  in  behind  the  bar  and  secured  a 
bottle  of  whiskey  for  his  almost  exhausted  companion — the 
pain  of  the  broken  leg  making  him  feel  very  faint. 

There  was  no  doubt  that  Harrold  knew  the  place  well,  for 
he  did  not  require  the  slightest  assistance  of  the  villainous 
landlord  in  anything  that  he  did,  and  procured  all  he  wanted 
by  getting  it  himself.  Rushing  up  stairs  he  went  to  a  broken 
place  in  the  partition  of  one  of  the  upper  rooms,  and  drew 
from  behind  it  a  carbine  which  had  been  concealed  there  ; 
then  returning  to  Booth  asked  him  if  he  was  ready  to  renew 
their  journey. 

Lloj^d  seeing  that  Harrold  had  only  obtained  one  of  the 
weapons  hastened  to  the  room  above  and  brought  down  the 
other  ;  but  the  latter  informing  him  that  Booth  having  broken 
his  leg,  could  not  carry  the  carbine,  it  was  put  down  on  one 
side  and  was  afterwards  found  by  the  pursuers. 

At  last  Booth  declared  that  he  was  ready  to  proceed  and 
Trhen  leaving  the  house  asked  his  entertainer  if  he  wanted 
to  hear  some  news.  To  this  tlie  other  replied  that  he  didn't 
mind,  but  at  the  same  time  cared  but  very  little  about  it. 
Booth  then  said, 

"  We  have  murdered  the  President  and  Secretarj^  of  State." 

Without  any  more  words  the  two  men  rode  off  amid  the 
darkness  in  the  direction  of  Br3^antown,  riding  the  whole 
night  without  stopping  and  at  a  furious  pace — for  it  was  for 
their  very  life. 

Shortly  before  sunrise  on  Saturday  morning  when  about 
three  miles  from  Bryantown,  Booth  began  to  complain  cf  the 
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pain  ill  his  lejr>  which  had  begun  to  swell  very  consIdjraLly, 
and  finding  tlie  residence  of  a  Doctor  Mudd  he  determined 
to  have  it  set  before  they  proceeded  further. 

Rousing  up  the  disciple  of  Escalapius,  Harold  introducing 
Booth  by  a  feigned  name  stated  that  he  had  during  the  night, 
while  riding,  fallen  from  his  horse  and  broken  his  leg,  which 
he  was  anxious  to  have  attended  to  as  speedily  as  possible ; 
they  both  being  desirous  of  proceeding  on  their  journey 
without  delay,  time  being  of  importance  to  them. 

The  doctor  making  some  objections  to  haste  in  such  a  deli- 
cate operation,  was  informed  that  money  was  no  object  un- 
der the  circumstances,  and  if  he  would  only  be  speedy  in  the 
operation  his  remuneration  should  be  twenty-five  dollars  cash 
in  liand. 

Promising  to  do  what  he  could  under  the  circumstances, 
the  doctor  called  up  his  assistant  and,  on  examination,  found 
the  smaller  bone  of  the  left  leg  broken  in  a  curious  manner. 
Placing  the  patient  on  a  table  he  began  to  set  the  broken  limb, 
first  cutting  off  the  riding  boot  in  consequence  of  the  swell- 
ing. The  pain  of  the  operation  was  excruciating,  but  the 
sufferer  bore  it  without  a  murmur  ;  although  the  expression 
of  agony  in  the  assassin's  face  was  so  horrible  that  the  doc- 
tor liad  to  cover  over  the  lower  portion  of  it  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  emploj^ed. 

A  great  difficulty  was  now  experienced  by  the  surgeon  in 
consequence  of  absence  of  properly  constructed  splints  ;  but, 
as  a  substitute,  by  splitting  up  an  old  wooden  box  unprovised 
ones  were  prepared  which  he  said,  "might  answer  until 
they  came  to  their  journey's  end  when  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble to  have  the  leg  seen  to  again." 

The  assistant  fashioned  a  rough  pair  of  crutches  during 
the  day,  as  the  travelers,  who  had  before  declared  themselves 
to  be  in  a  great  hurry,  thought  it  would  be  better  to  let  the 
patient  rest  for  a  while,  at  least  during  the  heat  of  the  day 
and  then  proceed  easily  after  sundown. 

Vv  hen  the  shades  of  evening  began  to  fall  the  two  men 
again  mounted  their  horses,  the  doctor  assisting  Booth,  and 
the3^  proceeded  on  their  journey. 

She  night  of  Saturday  was  a  very  stormy  one  and  before 
them,  directly  in  their  path,  lay  the  well-known  swamps  of 
St.  Mary's  County,  Maryland.  To  have  traversed  them  after 
dark,  without  a  guide,  even  under  favorable   circumstances. 
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would  have  been  dangerous  ;  bat  on  such  a  night  as   this   it 
was  cf  iL.ii])  death  as  the  morass  was  both  deep  and  slimy. 

Wliat  must  have  been  the  thoughts  of  the  murderer  as  ho 
approaeherl  the  swamps  during  this  horrible  storm  ?  A  fugi- 
tive with  the  brand  of  Cain  on  his  brow ;  hastening  from 
the  pursuit  of  the  avenging  hand  of  Justice  ;  his  leg  broken 
3'et  fearing  to  enter  the  solitary  houses  that  he  might  pass 
lest  some  one  of  the  inhabitants  should  give  him  up — a  wan- 
derer— a  worse  than  parricide. 

At  last  the  runaway  felons  found  a  negro  along  the  belt  of 
these  swamps  and  who  volunteered  to  show  them  the  right 
path  for  two  dollars.  Booth  offered  him  five  dollars  in  ad- 
dition if  he  would  only  guide  them  to  Allen's  Ford  a  little 
village  named  after  the  stream  which  empties  into  the  Wi- 
comico river.  This  the  negro  agreed  to  do,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  they  were  again  on  their  wa3^ 

While  en  route  they  came  to  the  house  of  a  man  named 
Sam  Coxer,  who  was  reputed,  to  be  a  virulent  secessionist, 
ir"  not  an  actual  accessory  in  the  vile  conspiracy. 

It  was  midnight  when  Booth,  Harrold  and  the  negro  ar- 
rived at  the  house,  which  was  a  ver^^  handsome  one,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  appeared  to  be  in  bed.  For  a  time  it  seemed 
to  be  impossible  to  arouse  the  sleepers,  but  after  making  a 
great  deal  of  noise,  Coxer  at  last  came  to  the  door  with  a 
candle  in  his  hand. 

Suddenly  the  light  was  extinguished,  either  by  accident  or 
design,  and  the  owner  of  the  building  catching  hold  of  the 
two  men  dragged  them  into  the  house  without  saying  a 
word,  leaving  the  negro  with  the  horses  in  the  yard,  notwith- 
standing the  severity  of  the  night. 

For  fully  four  hours  the  assassin  and  his  assistant  remained 
in  that  house,  and  were  well  enter  ained  by  their  host  ;  but 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  reappeared  and  in- 
formed the  negro  that  it  was  time  for  the  resumption  of  their 
journey. 

"  That  fellow's  an  unfeeling  brute,"  said  Booth  to  Harrold, 
as  they  mounted  their  horses,  and  in  a  tone  of  voice  loud 
enough  for  their  guide  to  hear.  "  To  think  he  should  own 
so  large  a  place  and  yet  refuse  to  give  two  benighted  travel- 
ers a  night's  lodging  and  a  meal's  victuals.  Ue  deserves  to 
be  scouted  out  of  civilized  society.*' 

This  remark  was  merely  uttered  in  order  to   mislead    the 
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negro,  so  that  he  might  not  give  any  information  against 
Coxer  in  the  event  of  a  pursuit.  The  design  was  far  too 
flimsy  to  even  deceive  him  ;  for  he  had  seen  them  eating  and 
drinking  to  their  heart's  content. 

Booth  now  told  the  guide  to  continue  onward  and  after 
traveling  a  few  miles  further,  Harold  made  some  remark  to 
his  companion  which  caused  him  to  say, 

"You're  right."  Then  to  the  negro  he  added,  "  We  know 
the  way  now,  and  you  can  return.  There's  five  more  dol- 
lars for  3'ou." 

The  darkey  opened  his  eyes  with  delight,  as  he  had 
earned  twelve  dollars  for  one  nigh't's  work ;  but  while 
making  his  wa}'  back,  he  chanced  to  look  aroand  and  ob- 
served that  instead  of  following  the  onward  road  the  two 
men  had  turned  their  horses'  head  once  more  towards  the 
residence  of  the  man  who  had  treated  them  in  such  an  un- 
gracious and  inhospitable  way. 

The  two  fugitives  while  subsequently  partaking  of  some 
refreshments  en  route,  at  a  house,  supposing  themselves 
unknown  and  paying  for  what  they  had,  suddenly  noticed 
that  a  servant  was  sent  out  to  inform  the  neighbors  who 
were  their  guests.  This  was  a  dilemma  that  might  be  in 
their  favor  or  might  not — the  party  not  being  recognized 
as  of  the  clique — therefore,  seising  the  food  on  the  table, 
like  half-famished  wolves,  they  decamped  and  took  retuge 
in  the  swamp. 

Booth  and  Harold  soon  ascertained  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  escape  across  the  Potomac  in  consequence  of 
the  strictness  with  which  the  river  was  patrolled  and  the 
numerous  pursuers  which  were  on  his  track  scouring  the 
country  in  all  directions.  Late  on  Monday  they  succeeded 
in  getting  down  in  the  viciniiy  of  Point  Lookout  w^ith  the 
intention  of  crossing  the  Potomac,  but  were  driven  back 
in  consequence  of  the  cavalry  tearing  through  the  country 
in  that  direction. 

Concealing  themselves  for  a  day  or  two,  the  cavalry, 
under  the  supposition  that  the  fugitives  were  in  some 
other  direction,  left  the  neighborhood  of  the  Point  and 
proceeded  further  up  through  St.  Marys  County.  On  Wed- 
nesday night  Booth  made  preparations  to  cross  the  river 
and  hired  a  colored  man  to  ferry  the  two  fugitives^across; 
but  the  river  patrols  soon  discovered  the  attempt  and  be- 
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gan  chasing  them,  when  the  boat  made  a  hasty  return  .to 
the  Maryland  shore.  Booth  and  his  companion  once  more 
tried  to  get  back  to  Coxes  house,  but  found  that  he  had 
been  ar.  ested  in  the  meantime.  They  therefore  conceal- 
ed themselves  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  the 
swamp. 

Next  morning  the  Government  issued  a  proclamation, 
offering  a  reward  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest 
of  Booth  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  Harold  and 
Atzerot.  The  last  named  was  arrested  north  of  Wash- 
ington  near  Germantown. 

A  proper  system  of  detective  arrangements  had  hy  this 
time  been  made  under  Colonel  Baker,  and  a  completely 
organized  system  of  pursuit  instituted— chosen  men  of 
subtle  shrewdness  being  despatched  to  certain  vital  points, 
and  really  suspicious  chanicters  arrested  instead  of  the 
general  and  wholesale  plan  before  adopted.  Several  per- 
sons in  the  National  Capital  were  also  taken  prisoners  and 
among  others  was  a  noted  secession  woman  of  the  name 
of  Suratt,  who  was  considered  one  of  the  pi*incipal  acces- 
sories in  the  vile  murder  ;  us  at  her  place  several  well 
known  active  rebel  abettors  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting 
and  the  hotel  where  Booth  and  Harold  procured  refresh- 
ment and  arms  on  the  night  of  the  assassination  were  also 
her  property. 

When  Ella  came  to  hear  of  the  murder,  and  found  the 
next  morning  that  Booth  was  known  to  be  the  actual  per 
petrator  of  the  deed  at  the  theatre,  she  endeavored  to 
commit  suicide  by  taking  chloroform;  for  on  entering  her 
room  about  eleven  o'clock  on  the  day  after  the  assassina- 
tion, she  was  found  in  a  state  of  lethargy.  Efforts  to 
arouse  her  proving  fruitless  medical  assistance  was  called 
for  and  alter  applying  the  proper  remedies  she  was  re- 
stored to  consciousness  and  life. 

When  Ella  found  what  had  been  done  for  her  she  said 
to  the  physicians, 

"  I  don't  thank  you  for  saving  my  life." 

Almost  frantically  she  placed  her  hand  under  the  pillow 
of  her  bed,  and  drew  tbrth  the  assassins  likeness  which 
she  had  concealed  there,  and  covering  it  with  kisses  wept 
over  it  vvith  almost  heart  broken  grief. 

Two  days  afterward   the  whole  of  the  family  that  lived 
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in  the  house  with  Ella  were  arrested  and  carried  to  the 
pohce  station  to  be  held  as  witnesses ;  as  there  was  no 
evidence  of  their  actual  knowledge  or  complicity  with 
Booth  in  the  crime  of  assassination. 


CHAPTER  XIY. 

THE   CAPTURE    OF    THE    SEWARD    DESPERADO. 

The  miscreant  who  had  attempted  the  cowardly  assasin- 
ation  ot  a  sick  man,  powerless  to  help  himself,  havini]^,  as 
he  supposed,  completed  his  fiendish  work,  which  would 
have  doubtless  been  the  case,  but  for  the  medical  nurse  of 
the  Secretary  of  State — on  galloping  away  from  the  house 
attempted  to  find  Booth  and  Harold  as  had  been  agreed 
upon.  But  on  discovering  tlie  city  to  be  fully  alarmed  by 
the  announcement  of  the  assasination  of  the  President  and 
he,  having  been  delayed  by  the  resistance  he  had  met  with 
at  the  hand^  of  those  at  Mr.  Seward's  mansion,  at  once 
made  for  the  open  country  at  his  quickest  speed,  intending 
to  strike  the  Eastern  branch  of  tlie  Potomac  at  the  )^oint 
agreed  ujion. 

The  wild  desperado  rode  at  a  breakneck  pace  and  when 
near  Fort  Lincoln,  which  commanded  the  approaches  from 
Baltimore,  his  horse  stumbled  and  threw  him  violently  to 
the  ground— the  rideless  steed  then  making  its  way  back 
to  tl»e  city. 

For  somtime  the  miscreant  felt  himself  very  mucli 
confused  and  bewildered  by  the  force  with  which  he  had 
fallen;  but  on  reganing  ids  senses  and  finding  himself 
afoot,  he  assumed  the  disguise  of  a  laborer,  throwing  away 
his  blood  stained  overcoat,  bespattering  himself  with  mud 
and  earth,  making  a  coarse  cap  from  his  undershirt  and 
taking  up  an  old  pick  which  he  found  in  the  vicinity. 

!Not  thinking  it  advisable  to  return  at  once  to  the  city, 
the  would-be  assasin  concealed  himself  for  a  couple  of 
days,  completing  his  disguise  by  dying  his  hair  and  oth- 
erwise altering  his  personal  appearance.  On  Monday 
evening,  when  the  violent  excitement  had  somewhat  sub- 
sided he  began  his  return  to  the  city. 

Meanwhile  the  military  authorities  had  been   busily  at 
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work  within  the  immediate  limits  of  the  corporation 
boundaries  and  having  received  information  that  Mrs.  Siir- 
ratt,  the  mother  of  the  man  suspected  as  Secretary  Sew- 
ard's murderer,  lived  in  a  house  in  the  yevy  heart  of  the 
city,  one  which  had  been  noted  in  the  report  of  the  Pro- 
vost Judge  for  the  number  of  visitors  who  would  go  to  it 
in  one  stile  of  dress  and  leave  it  in  another,  the  order  was 
given  by  the  Provost  Mar  sbal  for  the  arrest  of  all  the 
inmtites. 

The  oflScers  selected  for  tliis  dut}',  reached  the  house  at 
about  half-past  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  arrested 
Mrs.  Surratt,  her  daugliter  and  two  other  young  ladies. 
Soon  after  one  of  the  assistants  of  the  Special  Commis- 
sioners of  the  War  Department  arrived  at  the  house  and 
proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  papers  and  effects  of 
the  occupants.  During  the  search  abundant  evidence  was 
iound  of  Mrs.  Surratt's  complicity  with  the  rebels,  and  her 
acquaintanceship  with  Booth,  whereupon  they  were  all  put 
under  closer  arrest  with  the  intention  of  sending  them  to 
head-quarters. 

As  the  ladies  were  preparing  to  leave  the  house  a  light 
knock  was  heard  at  the  door,  which  was  at  once  answered 
by  the  assistant  commissioner  who  fourd  a  3'oung  man  at 
it  with  a  pickaxe  on  his  shoulder.  Seeing  a  stranger  the 
visitor  exclaimed, 

"  I  believe  I  am  mistaken." 

"Who  did  you  want  to   see?"  asked  the    commissioner. 

"  Mrs.  Surratt,"  answered  the  other. 

"  Mrs.  Surratt  lives  here,"  said  the  assistant  commis- 
sioner quietly.     *'  She  is  at  home  ;  walk  in." 

The  lahoring  man  entered,  apparcLUlj^  without  suspicion, 
and  was  ushered  into  the  parlor,  while  the  ladies  who  were 
under  arsest  were  passed  out  of  the  house  from  a  back 
room  where  they  had  been  assembled. 

An  apportunit}^  was  now  obtained  to  examine  the  young 
man  thoroughly  and  it  was  found  that  his  clothing  did  not 
tally  with  his  calling,  for  on  inquiring  as  to  the  reason  of 
his  visit  at  that  late  hour,  he  stated  that  he  '*  had  been 
hired  to  dig  a  drain  for  Mrs.  Surratt  and  had  called  to 
know  at  what  time  the  next  morning  she  wished  him  to 
come  to  work."  Notwithstanding  the  mud  on  his  boots 
and  pantaloons  it  was  soon  discovered  that  they  were  both 
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of  fine  material,  and  his  hands  gave  evidence  of  never 
having  been  used  to  hard  labor;  being  white,  soft  and  del- 
icate as  a  woman's  and  free  from  any  marks  of  toil, 

"  What  is  3'our  occupation  ?"  asked  the  officer,  ''  and 
where  were  you  last  employed  ?" 

"I  have  been  employed  as  a  laborer  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Eailroad,"  replied  he,  "  was  at  work  on  the  road 
on  Friday  last  and  slept  that  night  with  the  other  road 
hands." 

To  the  question  of  where  he  had  been  since  Saturday 
morning,  it  being  then  Mondaj'  night,  he  returned  confused 
and  contradictory  answers,  and  at  last  broke  down  entire- 
ly. He  stated  he  had  no  money  of  consequence  and  gained 
his  living  by  day  labor,  and  to  the  remark  as  to  his  loyalty 
he  produced  a  certificate  of  the  oath  of  allegiance  purport- 
ing to  have  been  taken  by  Lewis  Paine,  of  Farquier  Coun- 
ty, Va. 

"  Is  this  your  name?"  asked  the  officer. 

**  It  is,"  replied  he. 

"  Where  was  this  issued  ?"  was  the  next  question;  but 
to  which  the  other  could  return  no  answer,  alleffinoj  as  an 
excuse  that  he  was  a  poor  man  and  could  not  read  or 
write  ;  whereas  his  language  betrayed  a  man  of  education. 
His  story  not  satisfying  the  officer  he  was  arrested  and 
searched. 

Upon  his  person  were  found  a  brush,  comb,  tooth  brush 
and  pomatum,  articles  not  generally  carried  by  laborers 
during  the  time  they  are  emplo^'ed  with  their  work,  and 
about  twenty.five  dollars  i:i  green-backs. 

Upon  his  being  removed  to  head  quarters  and  further 
examined  he  gave  an  entirely  different  account  of  himself, 
and  suspicions  arose  in  the  minds  of  those  present  that  he 
was  the  actual  man  who  had  attempted  the  life  of  Secretary- 
Seward. 

In  order  to  test  this  question,  a  messenger  was  sent  to  Mr* 
Seward's  residence  requesting  the  presence  of  those  who 
were  in  attendance  at  the  house  on  the  night  of  the  attemj;t- 
ed  assassination,  but  without  stating  for  what  purpose  they 
were  required.  The  captured  man,  with  two  other  strangers, 
were  placed  in  a  room,  dimly  lighted,  and  made  to  represent 
as  near  as  possible  the  condition  of  the  Secretary's  apart- 
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merit  on  that  eventful  night.  The  domestics  were  taken  into 
this  room  one  at  a  time,  and  upon  the  porter,  a  negro  lad, 
about  seventeen  years  of  age,  entering  the  apartment,  he 
threw  up  his  hands  with  an  exclamation  of  horror  as  he 
pointed  to  the  one  who  had  called  himself  Lewis  Payne, 
saying, 

"  That  is  tlie  man  !  I  don't  want  to  see  him.  He  did  it.  I 
know  him  by  that  lip." 

The  colored  porter  had  previously  described  the  peculiar- 
ity of  the  murderer's  lip,  and  now  it  stood  out  in  bold  relief 
when  he  again  mentioned  the  fact.  Desirous  not  to  trust  only 
to  the  statement  of  the  colored  porter,  other  domestics  were 
called  into  the  room,  and  he  was  fully  recognized  as  the  man 
who  had  committed  the  "foul  and  damned  deed." 

The  detectives  were  promply  set  to  work  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  a  chain  of  evidence  was  discovered  which  account- 
ed for  all  the  miscreant's  actions  from  the  time  he  left  Booth 
until  he  entered  the  house  of  the  prostrated  Secretary  of 
State.  The  vilo  desperado,  who  was  afterwards  discovered 
to  be  a  Kentucky  outlaw,  was  then  double-ironed  and  placed 
in  confinement  on  board  one  of  the  gunboats  in  the  river,  as 
in  the  then  excited  state  of  the  populace,  no  prison  in  the 
city  would  have  been  strong  enough  to  have  held  him  against 
their  fury. 

Evidence  was  also  found  against  Mrs.  Surratt,  which  pos- 
itively identified  her  connection  with  the  whole  of  the  dia- 
bolical plot,  if  she  were  not  the  prime  mover  in  the  affair. 
Other  arrests  were  made  of  accomplices,  all  of  whom  were 
incarcerated  to  await  the  action  of  the  military  commission. 

That  the  rebels  in  Canada,  especially  those  who  had  been 
engaged  in  the  atrocious  raiding  and  piratical  schemes,  re- 
joices at  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  is  evident 
from  the  following  extract  from  the  principal  journal  in  the 
province : — 

"  It  caused  a  thrill  of  horror  in  this  city  when  it  was  made  known 
that  Southern  refugees  assembled  in  our  chief  hotel,  as  soon  as  the 
dei  d  was  known  early  on  Saturday  morning  and  entered  upon  a 
noisy  debauch  in  honor  of  the  event,  and  that  a  clergyman  among 
ll'cm  said  publicly  at  the  breaJc/ast  table  at  the  same  hotel  that  Lincoln 
had  only  gone  to  h — I  a  little  before  his  time.'"^ 

•Toronto  Globe,  April  17,  1865. 
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On  a  subsequent  occasion  the  same  journal  not  only  con- 
firmed its  previous  statement,  but  added  the  following  : — 

"When  the  horrible  news  was  first  received  in  Toronto,  express- 
ions of  joy  were  heard  from  Southern  refugees  in  other  quarters 
Hum  those  of  which  we  have  spoken,  and  plenty  witnesses  of  the  fact 
can  be  obtained  if  needed.  In  a  short  time,  however,  it  was  found 
that  the  expression  of  such  sentiments  was  exciting  too  mucli  indig- 
nation among  Canadians  of  all  parties.  Pro-Southern  as  well  as  Pro- 
Northern,  and  the  jubilant  refugees  began  to  liark  back.  They  be- 
gan to  express  great  regret  at  the  dreadful  news  from  Washington, 
but  such  simulated  feelings  are  no  atonement  for  the  tirst  barbarous 
expressions  of  joy,  and  deceive  none  but  those  who  wish  to  be  de- 
ceived."* 


CHAPTEE  XV. 

THE  FURTHER    FLIGHT  OF  THE  ASSASSINS, 

Ilaving  been  driven  from  point  to  point  by  the  cavalry 
and  mounte(!  police  for  nearly  a  week  without  being  dis- 
covered, Booth  and  Harold  at  last  managed  to  get  across  the 
Potomac  at  a  point  some  distance  below  Acquia  Creek.  The 
means  of  traiisit  employed  was  a  row  boat,  and  the  place 
where  they  embarked  was  so  shallow  that  the  craft  could  not 
approach  the  shore  within  a  number  of  3'ard.s  ;  consequently 
it  was  neccessary  fur  the  two  fugitive  assassins  to  wade  the 
stream  some  distance  to  reach  the  boat.  Doubtless  this  fact 
accounted  for  their  escape,  for  about  an  hour  after  dark  on 
Saturday  the  boat  a  skitf,  about  fourteen  feet  long  disap- 
]^eured  from  its  ancliorage,  and  next  morning,  about  daylight 
two  persons  were  seen  to  land  on  the  Potomac  shore  of  Kiiy; 
George  County,  Virginia,  in  the  vicinity  of  Upper  Machadoc 
Creek. 

Booth  was  now  suffering  intense  agony  from  his  broken 
leg,  and  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  lie  concealed  on  the 
ground  while  Harold  went  for  assistance. 

The  latter  then  went  over  the  field  to  the  nearest  house, 
an  old  dilapidated  farm  occupied  by  an  antiquated  son  of 
Ebon  of  Avhom  Harold  asked  the  road  to  a  certain  house  in 
tlie  vicinity,  to  which  he  had  been  directed  by  some  friend  in 

♦roronto  Globe,  April  20.  18 S#. 
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Maryland.     The  negro  a2;T8ed  to  show  him  the  house  where 
he  arrived   at  about  ten  o'clock  on  Sundaj'^  morning. 

After  inquiring  for  the  lady  proprietor,  who  was  absent, 
Harold  rei)r(  senled  himself  as  an  escaped  Confederate  sol- 
dier who  with  iiis  brother  had  succeeded  in  getting  out  of  a 
Yankee  Prison  and  were  trying  to  make  their  way  to  Georgia. 
He  added  that  his  brother  (meaning  Booth)  was  lame,  having 
broken  his  leg,  and  he  wished  to  procure  a  horse  for  his  use. 

On  the  return  of  the  lad}^  of  the  house  he  requested  from 
her  the  use  of  a  conveyance  for  his  crippled  brother,  repeat- 
ing the  statement  before  used;  but  received  a  reply  that  she 
had  no  conveyance,  and  thought  he  could  walk.  He  next 
wanted  to  buy  a  horse,  even  at  a  high  price.  The  lady  then 
asked  if  they  had  any  food  and  was  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  where  upon  she  procured  thorn  some  provisions  which 
Harold  took  to  Booth  who  was  still  lying  on  the  ground. 

As  Harold  was  receiving  tlie  provisions  he  made  the  in- 
quiry of  the  young  lady  if  she  ever  went  on  a  water  trip,  to 
which  she  replied  that  latterly  tliey  had  had  no  boat. 

"I  have  a  little  boat,"  said  Harold,  "  down  by  the  river 
bank,  which  for  j'our  kindness  you  may  go  and  get.^' 

About  this  time  the  fugitive  was  recognized,  bj^  a  paroled 
rebel  soldier  who  was  staging  with  the  lady,  as  a  student  of 
medicine  of  Charles  County,  Maryland,  where  they  had  met 
in  former  times.  This  recognition  was  very  embarrassing 
to  Harold,  as  he  had  hoped  to  escape  frrther  South  before 
such  a  mishap  should  occur. 

Having  procured  the  provisions  Harold  returned  to  Booth 
and  on  the  road  met  an  old  n.an  in  the  fie'd  adjoining  the 
farm  occupied  by  the  old  negro,  and  of  whom  he  requested 
a  horse  either  for  sale  or  hire,  stating  the  object  for  which  it 
was  required  to  be  the  removal  of  his  s  ck  brother  to  Dr. 
Stewart's. 

Ihe  old  man  objected  to  go  so  far  as  there  were  plentj^  of 
doctors  n  arer;  but  Harold  insisted  up(;n  goiiig  to  Stewart 
as  the  best  practitioner. 

Finding  Harold  so  resolute,  and  receiving  a  promise  of  ten 
dollars  for  the  transportation,  the  old  man  went  into  his 
yard  and  caught  a  couple  of  horse  i ;  while  the  former  went 
back  to  Booth  who  was  still  lying  on  his  i)aek  near  the  creek 
in  no  very  enviable  frame  of  mind.  Tiie  assassin  was  then 
helped  to  house  and    introduced    by  a  ficticious  name  to  the 
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old  man.  They  left  for  the  resumption  of  their  journey  at 
about  two  hours  before  sunset  and  arrived  at  Dr.  Stewart's  at* 
dark. 

"  Now  we  are  all  right  at  last,"  thought  Booth. 

The  old  man  then  rapped  at  the  door  of  Di\  Stewart's, 
at  Hampstead,  King  George  County,  and  stated  that  he 
had  brought  two  Confederate  soldiers,  one  with  a  broken 
leg,  who  required  his  assistance  professionally.  Booth  and 
Harold  then  entered  the  house,  and  reqested  food  and  ac- 
com:iiodation ;  but  this  the  doctor  said  he  could  not  give 
them. 

*«But  we  have  been  recommended  to  you  from  your 
friends  in  Maryland,"   said   Booth,  •'  and   are   willing   to 

pay." 

*' It  matters  not,"  replied  Stewart,  "I  cannot  accom- 
modate 3'ou." 

The  doctor  then  called  the  old  man  back,  and  told  him 
to  carry  those  he  had  brought,  to  a  place  where  tliej*  could 
find  a  man  willing  to  take  them  to  Port  Conway,  to  which 
place  they  desired  to  go. 

Meanwhile  the  news  had  reached  Washington  by  the 
secret  telegraph,  which  had  been  connected  near  Chappel's 
Point,  that  the  assassins  would  most  likely  escape  after 
all;  although  it  was  clearly  ascertained  that  they  had 
taken  refuge  in  those  counties,  and  the  following  despatch 
was  sent  that  night  all  over  the  country  : — 

War  Department,  ) 

Washixgto.v,  April  22,  18G5.    \ 
Major  General  John  A.  Dix,  New  York  : — 

The  comities  ot  Prince  George,  Cimrles  and  St.  Mary's  have  durinjj 
the  whole  war  been  noted  for  hostility  to  tiie  government  and  its 
protection  to  rebel  blockade  ruiniers,  rebel  spies  and  every  species 
of  public  enemv;  the  murderers  of  the  President  harbored  there 
before  the  murder,  and  Booth  fled  in  that  direction.  If  he  escapes 
it  will  be  owing  to  rebel  accomplices  in  that  region. 

Tiie  military  comma:ider  of  the  department  will  surely  take  mea- 
sures to  bring  these  rebel  sympathizers  and  accomplices  in  murder 
to  a  sense  of  their  criminal  conduct. 

EDWiN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretar}'  of  War. 

No  delay  was  allowed  at  the  N'ational  Capital,  for  as 
soon  as  the  precise   spot  where   the  fugitives   had   Undcd 
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was  ascertained  the  detectives  and  a  small  force  of  cavalry 
Avas  despatched  by  water  to  Belle  Plain  in  order  to  hunt 
them  down. 

Booth  and  his  companion  in  crime  reached  Port  Conway 
to  which  phice  they  had  been  transported  at  a  high  price, 
and  thoy  hailed  the  fevvy  man  to  take  them  across  the 
liver  in  his  boat — the  general  method  of  crossing  the 
sti-cani;  but  as  the  waterman  was  engaged  in  fishing  he 
did  not  care  to  desist  merely  for  the  satisfaction  of  earning 
the  paltry  pittance  of  two*^men's  fare — the  revenue  from 
v.'hich  was  scarcely  in  his  opinion  worth  the  trouble  of  re- 
ceiving. 

Seriously  annoyed  at  this  obstacle  in  their  path  the  fu- 
gitives kept  on  calling  to  the  ferryman,  without  any  good 
result,  and  were  about  to  give  np  the  affair  as  hopeless 
when  a  small  number  of  rebel  cavahy  men — troopers  be- 
lono'ing  to  the  recently  surrendered  command  of  Colonel 
Mosby,  the  guerilla,*  then  on  the  way  to  their  homes — 
came  up  and  compelled  the  ferryman  to  take  them  all 
over.  The  demand  was  enforced  by  the  presentation  of 
a  loaded  pistol  and  a  threat  to  blow  out  his  brains  unless 
he  immediately  brought  over  his  boat  and  transported 
them  across. 

With  such  powerful  inducements  the  ferryman  could  not 
help  but  corapl}',  and  the  craft  was  at  once  brought  to  tho 
northern  shore  of  the  river.  The  whole  party  were  tben 
ferried  across  to  Port  Royal. 

The  Captain  of  these  disbanded  cavalry  was  on  his  way 
to  visit  an  old  sweetheart  at  Bowling  Green,  and  taking  a 
fancy  to  Booth  and  his  companion  resolved  to  see  they 
were  properly  treated. 

While  waiting  lor  the  ferr\'man  Harold  went  to  the 
house  of  a  fisherman  in  the  vicinity  and  asked  how  much 
ho  would  charge  to  take  them  to  Orange  Court  House — 
his  brother  being  lame.  The  fisherman  replied  lie  did  not 
know  tho  way  to  the  Court  House,  but  would  take  them 
to  Bowling  Green  in  his  wagon  for  teu  (Icllars  in  ^old.  To 
this  price  Booth  objected  as  exorbitant  ar.d  stated  lie  was 
willing  to  give  ten  dollars  in  green l.nu-ks.  After  some 
liaggling  the}^  agreed  ;  but  while  tiie  fisherinan  was  delay- 
See  MosuY,  THE  Guerilla,  [Dawlc^y's  War  Novels,  No.  L]  price  25  Ccnts. 
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ing  ubont  his  nets  the  cavalry  came  up  as  before  stated. 
The  captain  agreed  to  take  I3ooth  up  behind  him  on  his 
horse  and  so  transport  him  to  Bowling  Green  if  he  could 
not  find  shelter  for  him  before. 

Having  crossed  to  Port  Eoyal  the  rebel  Captain  tried  to 
get  some  of  the  farmers  to  accommodate  Booth,  who  he 
represented  w^as  a  wounded  man  of  Mosby's  command; 
but  no  one  would  do  anything  for  him,  representing  that 
they  had  no  accommodation  for  more  than  themselves. 

After  travelling  about  five  miles  towards  Bowling  Green 
the  rebel  Captain  took  Booth  to  a  farm  house  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  off  the  main  road.  The  latter  was  introduced 
to  Mr.  Garrett  as  a  Mr.  Boyd,  a  Confederate  soldier  late 
of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  and  who  had  been  wounded 
at  Petersburg. 

*'  Keep  him  a  day  or  two,"  said  the  Captain,  "  and  then 
I  will  send  for  him.     You'll  find  a  good  fellow." 

This  the  farmer  agreed  to  do,  and  the  Captain  returned 
to  liis  men  with  Avhom  Harold  had  remained.  The  whole 
of  them  then  took  their  way  to  Bowling  Green  leaving 
Booth  at  Garrett's  fiarm.  This  was  late  of  Monday  after- 
noon. 

Early  next  afternoon  Harold  returned  to  Booth  and  in- 
formed him  that  the  Federal  cavalry  w^ere  crossing  the 
river  and  that  he  had  better  take  refuge  in  the  forest. 
Obtaining  a  couple  of  pistols  from  the  farmer  and  taking 
the  carbine  the  two  fugitives  hid  themselves  in  the  w^oods 
until  after  dark,  when  they  returned  to  the  farm  and  re- 
quested permission  to  sleep  in  the  barn.  As  this  w^as  an 
old  tobacco  house,  and  now  out  of  use  the  permission  was 
accorded,  providing  they  would  allow  themselves  to  be 
locked  in  all  night.  To  this  the  others  consented,  and  the 
assassin  and  his  aid  threw  themselves  down  upon  some 
dry  refuse  hay  and  straw,  and  tried  to  sleep. 

Meanwhile  the  sons  of  Mr.  Garrett,  not  liking  the  strange 
conduct  of  the  fugitives  resolved  to  watch  them,  and  se- 
creted themselves  in  the  granary  for  that  purpose. 
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CHAPTEK  XVI. 

THE   PURSUIT,    DEATH    AND    BURIAL    OP    BOOTH. 

The  authorities  having  obtained  the  cine  to  the  route  taken 
by  tlie  fugitives,  the  detectives  and  military  forces  quitted 
Washington  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  and  arrived  at 
Belle  Pfain,  Stafford  County,  Virginia,  shortly  before  mid- 
uight. 

At  first  their  inquiries  were  fruitless,  and  it  was  evideni 
they  were  on  the  wrong  road — that  leading  to  Fredericks- 
burg ;  whereupon  their  course  was  changed  southwardly, 
when  they  came  the  next  day  to  the  house  of  the  Port  Con- 
way fisherman,  whose  team  tlie  assassins  had  first  hired,  and 
then  refused  as  before  described.  Here  they  learned  tliat  a 
party,  resembling  Booth,  and  lame,  had  gone  off  behind  the 
Confederate  Captain  toward's  Bowling  Ureen,  andtheoScers 
and  soldiers  at  once  started  in  pursuit,  having  been  ferried 
across  the  river  for  that  purpose.  Hastening  forward  they 
arrived  at  Bowling  Green  shortly  before  midnight,  found  the 
rebel  Captain  in  bed  and  aroused  him  to  give  information. 

When  the  rebel  oflBcer  ascertained  the  disreputable  char- 
acter of  his  late  company,  he  became  very  much  alarmed 
and  eagerly  informed  his  questioners  all  he  knew  of  the 
matter,  stating  also  that  Harold  had  left  him  with  the  inten- 
tion of  rejoining  the  chief  assassin  on  that  very  afternoon. 

The  detectives  took  the  rebel  ofiScer  witli  them  as  a  guide, 
and  all  worn  out  as  they  were,  both  civil  and  military,  the}' 
retraced  their  steps  towards  Garrett's  farm,  where  ihey  ar- 
rived at  about  two  hours  after  midnight.  The  old  farm- 
house looked  dim  and  weatherworn  in  the  gray  light,  the 
whitened  walls  being  scarcely  perceptible. 

The  front  of  the  building  faced  the  north,  and  was  pro- 
tected and  ornamented  by  a  long  Virginia  porch,  about 
which  the  vines  usually  crept  in  happy  times. 

The  barn  was  behind  the  house,  in  the  darkness  being  even 
less  perceptible,  except  as  a  black  mass  rearing  itself  against 
the  background,  and  near  to  it  were  corn-cribs  and  cattle- 
sheds. 

The  surrounding  fences,  and  plain  level  landscape,  togeth- 
er with  the  primitive  nature  of  the  place,    bespoke  the  work 
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of  many  a  toiling  hand  in  by-gone  days,  as  it  calmly  reposed 
in  peaceful  silence,  which  was  soon  to  be  rudely  broken. 

In  the  stillness  of  the  hour  the  chief  detective  forced  the 
gate  and  entered  the  farm  limits  cautiously.  As  the  soil  was 
sott,  the  horse's  hoofs  made  no  noise  during  the  approach, 
and  they  surrounded  the  house,  every  man  with  his  carbine 
ready  for  use  at  a  moments'  notice. 

Tliese  preparations  completed,  the  chief  detective  aroused 
the  farmer,  an  old  man,  who  came  to  the  door  in  his  under- 
clothes to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  alarm.  He  was  prompt- 
ly seized  by  the  throat  and  threatened  with  instant  death, 
unless  ho  stated  where  the  men  who  had  taken  reluge  with 
him  were  concealed.  Not  answering,  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
cure a  lighted  candle  quickly,  and  the  demand  was  speedily 
complied  with.  The  fugitives  were  again  inquired  for,  the 
farmer  with  a  pistol  at  his  head  answering  that  they  were 
gone. 

"  I  assure  you  they  are  gone,"  said  he.  "  We  haven't  got 
them  in  the  house." 

At  this  moment  the  son  appeared  and  stated  that  it  would 
be  safer  for  all  of  them  to  acknowledge  the  fact  at  once  ; 
then  turning  to  the  oflBcers  he  said : 

"The  men  j'ou  seek  are  in  the  barn,  at  least  I  expect  they 
are  the  same  from  your  description.  They  went  in  there  to 
sleep." 

The  old  man  and  the  women  of  the  house  having  been 
placed  under  guard,  the  remainder  of  the  forces,  civil  and 
military,  with  the  son,  advanced  to  the  barn,  which  was 
found  to  be  locked.  Securing  the  ke}^,  and  arranging  the 
guards  around  the  building,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  would 
he  impossible  for  any  one  to  escape,  the  commander  on  hear- 
ing a  rustling  sound  inside,  said  aloud  : 

"  I  have  a  proposal  to  make  to  you  that  are  inside  the  barn. 
Give  up  your  arms  to  the  person  we  send  to  j^ou,  and  who  is 
the  son  of  the  farmer  ;  then  surrender  yourselves,  or  we  will 
fire  the  place  you  are  in." 

No  answer  being  returned,  the  lad  was  pushed  inside  the 
barn  by  a  quick  opening  and  closing  of  the  door  ;  and  when 
within  the  building  he  begged  of  them  to  surrender.. 

**  Damn  you,"  said  Booth,    as   he   placed  his  hand  in   his 
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pocket  to  get  a  pistol,  "  get  out  of  here,  you  have  betrayed 
me." 

Finding  his  life  in  danger,  the  lad  quickly  slipped  outside, 
and  stated  that  the  others  would  not  comply  with  the  demand 
for  surrender.  He  then  got  as  far  from  harm's  reach  as 
possible. 

The  commander  then  said  to  Boootli  : 

"  Do  you  intend  to  surrender  ?  Give  up  your  arms  and  ap. 
pear.  There  is  no  chance  for  escape.  We  give  you  five 
minutes  to  make  up  your  mind." 

"  Who  are  you  ?  "  shouted  Booth,  in  a  clear,  bold  voice, 
*'  and  what  do  you  want  with  us  ?  " 

"  We  want  you  to  deliver  up  your  arms  and  become  our 
prisoners,"  replied  the  officer. 

«'  But  who  are  you  ?"  asked  Booth  anxiously. 

"  That  makes  no  difference,"  replied  the  commander.  "We 
know  who  3'ou  are,  and  we  want  you.  We  have  here  fifty 
men,  fully  armed,  so  you  cannot  escape." 

•'  Captaiji,"  said  Boolh,  after  a  pause,  "  this  is  a  hard  case, 
I  swear.  Perhaps  1  am  being  taken  by  my  own  friends." 
Upon  receiving  no  reply  he  added,  "  give  us  a  little  time  to 
consider." 

"  Very   well,"  said  the  expeditionary  commander,  "  take 
time." 
x>  After  a  pause  of  some  duration  he  shouted  : 

i>  "  You've  had  time  enough.     Surrender  your  arms  and  come 

)ut,  or  we'll  fire  the  barn." 

"I  am  but  a  cripple,"  said  Booth,  "a  one-legged  man. 
Withdraw  your  forces  one  hundred  yards  from  the  door  and 
I  will  come.  Give  me  one  chance  for  my  life,  Captain,  for  I 
will  never  be  taken  alive." 

"We  did  not  come  here  to  fight,"  said  the  Federal  officer, 
"but  to  capture  you.  I  say  again,  appear,  or  the  barn  shall 
be  burned  down." 

'•Well  then,  my  brave  boys,"  replied  Booth  in  a  calm 
clear  voice,  "prepare  a  stretcher  for  me." 

Suddenly  a  quarrel  arose  between  JBooth  and  Harold 
•when  the  former  shouted, 

"  Get  away  from  me.  You  are  a  damned  coward,  and 
mean  to  leave  me  in  my  distress.  But  go,  go;  I  don't 
want  you  to  stay." 
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Then  calling  to  the  guards  he  shouted, 

*'  Here's  a  man  inside  who  wants  to  surrender." 

"Let  him  come,"  said  the  commander  'if  he  will  bring 
his  arms." 

"  Let  me  out,"  shouted  Harold,  as  he  rattled  at  the  door. 
"Open  the  door,  I  want  to  surrender." 

"Hand  out  your  arms  then,"  said  the  officer. 

"1  have  none,"  was  the  reply,  which  Booth  confirmed  ; 
bat  the  detective  insisting  that  as  he  had  carried  the  car- 
bine, he  must  bring  it  out.     Booth  said, 

"  On  the  word  and  honor  of  a  gentleman  he  lias  no 
arms  with  him.     They  are  mine  and  I  have  got  them." 

Harold  was  then  allowed  to  come  out  when  he  was 
handed  over  to  the  gards ;  after  which  Booth  again  spoke 
in  a  clear,  calm  like  voice, 

"  Captain,"  said  he,  '-give  me  a  chance,  draw  off  your 
men  and  I  will  fight  them  singly.  I  could  have  killed  you 
six  times  to  night;  but  believe  you  to  be  a  brave  man,  and 
would  not  murder  you.     Give  a  lame  man  a  show." 

It  was  too  late  ;  the  barn  was  being  fired,  and  the  dry 
straws  and  other  combustibles  therein  were  quickly  ignited. 
In  a  moment  the  inside  of  the  barn  was  brilliantly  illumin- 
ated and  in  the  center  could  be  seen  the  form  «f  the  assas- 
sin standing  boldly  upright,  resting  on  his  crutch. 

The  fire  inside  made  the  darkness  without  still  more 
obscure  and  while  the  murderer  could  be  seen  distinctly ,the 
men  who  surrounded  the  building  were  in  perfect  obscurity. 
It  was  in  vain  that  he  attempted  to  pick  out  the  man  who 
had  fired  the  barn ;  no  one  person  could  be  discrened. 

Finding  the  fire  gaining  upon  him,  he  seized  the  carbine 
and  made  a  dash  for  the  door,  with  the  intention  of  selling 
his  life  dearly,  when  Sergeant  Corbett,  at  an  eyelett  hole, 
drew  upon  him  the  fatal  bead.  With  a  shout,  and  a  con- 
vulsive elongation  of  the  figure,  the  assassin  stood  both 
upright  and  then  fell  head  long  to  the  floor.  Tke  bullet 
bad  struck  him  almost  in  the  same  spot  where  he  had 
wounded  the  President. 

The  troops  rushed  in  and  drew  the  prostrate  man  from 
the  burning  building,  after  which  he  was  placed  on  the 
porch  of  the  dwelling. 

Horrible  indeed  were  the  last  moments  of  the  assasin. 
The  wound  did  not  bleed,  nor  was  the  brain  injured.     He 
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was  shot  through  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  and  the  ball 
had  passed  out  at  the  other  side.  In  his  agony  he  several 
times  called  upon  those  around  him,  saying, 

"Kill  me,  for  God's  sake,  kill  me." 

He  desired  the  detective  to  tell  his  mother  that  he  '*  died 
for  his  countrj'  and  thought  he  did  all  for  the  best." 

In  the  cold  hour  in  the  morning,  wbicli  precedes  the  ris- 
ing of  the  sun,  the  spirit  of  the  assassin  began  to  quit  its 
mortal  clay,  and  as  the  sun  was  rising  the  convulsive 
spasms  shook  his  livid  frame,  a  situggle  between  the  strong 
man  and  the  grim  monster  ensued,  and  Booth  the  assassin 
was  no  more. 

The  agony  which  he  endured  gives  evidence  of  one  fact 
which  is,  that  the  assassin  had  a  wound  of  the  spinal  cord 
about  the  second  cervical  vertebra,  which  was  doubtless 
fractured.  Such  a  wound  would  )n'oduce  complete  )»ar- 
alysis  of  the  arm,  legs  and  lower  portion  of  the  trunk, 
while  respiration  and  the  action  of  the  heart  would  con- 
tinue, as  the  nerves  which  proceed  to  those  organs  pass  off 
from  the  cranium  and  not  from  the  spinal  cord.  The  mind 
was  clear  and  undisturbed,  save  from  the  shock  of  the 
wound  and  pain,  but  the  brain  was  uninjured.  It  was  a 
livirg,  active  mind,  with  a  dead,  helpless  body,  with  the 
most  excruciating,  agonizing  pain  that  a  human  body  can 
be  subject  to. 

In  Booth's  case  the  nerves  of  organic  life,  respiration 
and  circulation  were  uninjured;  and  the  only  muscles  over 
which  he  could  exert  any  volition  were  those  of  the  head 
and  face.  From  the  moment  the  ball  struck  him  he  was 
dead  and  helpless,  with  a  mind  clear,  in  intense  suffering, 
a  living  w^itness  of  his  own  just  punishment  for  his  atro- 
cious  deed.  Was  there  not  the  avenging  hand  of  God  up- 
on him  from  the  moment  he  exclaimed  upon  the  stage  of 
Ford's  Theatre,  "  I  am  avenged  ?"  In  the  leap  upon  the 
stage  the  fibula,  the  small  bone  of  the  leg,  was  fractured. 
For  ten  days  and  nights  the  forests  and  swamps  were  his 
home,  with  pain,  and  dread,  and  anguish.  When  discover- 
ed  the  barn  w^as  fired;  before  him  a  sea  of  flame,  ready  to 
engulf  him  ;  bej'ond  the  grave  a  still  greater  sea  of  flame 
awaiting  him  ;  and  at  that  instant  he  received  his  peculiar, 
his  w^ounderful  wound,  which  we  have  discribed.  Could 
the  eud  of  such  a  life  have  been  more  painful,  more  appal- 
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\,g?    Was  there  not  in   all  the  hands  of  an  overruling 
Providence  ? 

The  body  was  brought  on  to  "Washington,  where  it  was 
identified,  the  head  and  heart  taken  from  it  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Medical  JMuseam,  and  the  trunk  consigned  to  the 
care  of  the  secret  agents  for  burial  in  the  felon's  grave 
yard  near  the  Penitetitiary,  where  it  remains  without  even 
the  common  grave  hill  which  marks  the  poorest  unknown 
pauper's  last  home.  Xothing  exists  to  show  where  lies  the 
assassin  of  the  President,  and  to  the  last  day  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  an}^  one  to  point  out  his  tomb.  This  secresy 
was  more  in  charily  than  hate,  for  no  cemetery  would  be 
deemed  sacred  enough  to  keep  his  grave  from  spoliation  if 
it  only  became  known  where  his  rotting  remains  were 
deposited. 

Is  such  the  fame  that  Booth  desired 
That  shall  outlive  the  temple  he  destroyed  ? 
Heaven  forbid-' 


OHAPTEK  XYII. 

THE   REWARD   FOR    THE    CONSPIRITORS. 

The  confession  of  the  accomplice  Harold  and  the  doc- 
umentrary  evidence  found  on  the  body  of  the  dead  assassin, 
clearly  implicated  the  Eebel  President  and  his  Canadian 
agents  in  the  vile  plot  for  assination,  and  upon  its  being 
fully  ascertained  that  such  was  the  case,  President  John- 
son at  once  issued  the  following  Proclamation  : — 

Wuereas.  it  appears  from  the  evidence  in  the  Bureau  of  Military 
Justice  that  the  atrocious  murder  of  the  late  President,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Hon.  W,  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  were  incited,  concerted  and  procured  by,  and  be- 
tween Jefferson  Davis,  late  of  Richmond,  Va.,  atid  Jacob  Thompson, 
Clement  C.  Clay,  Beverly  Tucker,  George  N.  Sanders,  W.  C.  Cleary 
ana  other  rebels  and  traitors  a;^ainst  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  harbored  in  Canada  ;  now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  justice 
may  be  done,  I  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
offer  and  promise  for  the  arrest  of  said  persons,  or  either  of  them, 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  so  that  they  can  be  brought  to 
trial,  the  following  rewards  : 

One  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  Jefferson  Davis. 

Twenty-live  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  Clement  C.  Clay. 
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Twenty-five  tliousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  Jacob  Thompson, 
late  of  Mississippi. 

Twent3'-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  George  N.  Sanders. 

Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  Beverly  Tucker  ; 
and, 

Ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  William  C.  Cleary,  late  clerk 
of  Clement  C.  Clay. 

The  Provost  ^larshal  General  of  the  United  States  is  directed  to 
cause  a  description  of  said  persons,  with  notice  of  the  above  re- 
wards, to  be  published. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  afiBxed.     Done   at  the  City  of 

[l.  s.]  Washington,  the  2d  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1865  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica the  eighty-ninth.  ANDREW  JOHNSOxV. 

By  the  Pr3sident : 
W.  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

As  Senator,  Alndrew  Johnson  had  in  1861,  stated  that  if 
he  "were  President,  such  traitors  should  be  arrested,  triea 
and  if  found  guilty,  hung'"'  the  fate  of  the  above  when 
found  guilty,  will  be  evident  to  dullest  minded  person  in 
the  country,  for  Andrew  Johnson  is  now  President  of  the 
United  States. 
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